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Former minister’s 
death hampers 
Gongadze murder 
investigation 


By Oleg Varfolomeyev 

(Jamestown Foundation)—Former Ukrai- 
nian Interior Minister Yuriy Kravchenko, who 
many observers believe had masterminded 
journalist Heorhiy Gongadze’s disappearance 
in 2000, was found dead in his country house 
near Kyiv on March 4. His demise was pre- 
ceded by President Viktor Yushchenko’s 
March 1 statement about a final resolution of 
the Gongadze case and Prosecutor-General 
Sviatyslav Piskun’s public invitation to 
Kravchenko for questioning. Kravchenko’s 
death has been preliminarily been ruled a sui- 
cide, but the fact that he had two bullet wounds 
in his head has raised questions. The ability 
of the new government to solve the Gongadze 
puzzle after Kravchenko’s death is now un- 
der question. 

The promise to solve the Gongadze case 
was one of the main slogans of Yushchenko’s 
election campaign. Addressing the Council of 
Europe after his inauguration, Yushchenko 
pledged that closure would be achieved within 
two months. He entrusted the Gongadze case 
to Piskun, who had been sacked as prosecu- 
tor-general by President Leonid Kuchma in 
2003 — reportedly for coming too close to 
solving Gongadze’s murder — and was rein- 
stated in this position during the Orange Revo- 
lution. On Feb. 28, a grenade attack in Kyiv 
nearly killed Yuriy Nesterov, a witness in the 
case, even though he has been under perma- 
nent police protection. Undaunted, on March 
1 Piskun announced that two police colonels 
had been arrested in connection with 
Gongadze’s murder. On March 2 Piskun told 
anews conference that two policemen had de- 
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liberately strangled Gongadze. He also said 
that General Oleksiy Pukach, a former head 
of police intelligence, had been put on an in- 
ternational wanted list (it is widely believed 
that Pukach’s arrest cost Piskun his position 
in 2003, and after Piskun’s dismissal Pukach 
was released). Lastly, Piskun invited former 
presidential guard Mykola Melnychenko to 
return from exile and hand over his record- 
ings to prosecutors and said that Kravchenko 
would be questioned at the Prosecutor- 
General’s Office on March 4. 

Kravchenko was one of the protagonists 
heard оп Melnychenko’s scandalous tape re- 
cordings implicating the Kuchma government 
in Gongadze’s murder. It was allegedly 
Kravchenko’s voice that was heard on one of 
the tapes promising Kuchma to “deal” with 
Gongadze. On March 3 the newspaper 
Segodnya quoted an unnamed prosecutor as 
saying that Kravchenko had misinterpreted 
Kuchma’s orders to “neutralize” Gongadze, 
ordering policemen to kill him. The same 
newspaper said that Kravchenko had been 
under police surveillance since last Decem- 
ber, so he could not flee Ukraine. The pros- 
ecutors must have expected much from ques- 
tioning Kravchenko. The media suggested 
that they might arrest him. 

Instead, Kravchenko was found dead in his 
dacha early on March 4. While it has been 
established that two bullets hit Kravchenko, 
police insist this homicide was a suicide, 
rather than a murder. According to Deputy 
Interior Minister Petro Kolyada, the first shot 
hit the chin and was not lethal, and 
Kravchenko must have then shot himself a 
second time in the temple. Interior Minister 
Yuriy Lutsenko revealed that Kravchenko had 
left a note, asking his family for forgiveness, 
pleading not guilty, and saying that he “fell 
the victim of the political intrigues of Kuchma 
and his entourage.” Several forensic experts 
interviewed by 1 + 1 and NTN ТУ channels, 
however, have expressed doubts about the 
ability of a human being to shoot himself 
again after a wound as severe as Kravchenko’s 
first one. 

President Yushchenko apparently believes 
the suicide version. “Everyone can choose 
either to cooperate with the court and the pros- 
ecutors, giving testimony, exposing oneself 
to a public trial and defending one’s rights 
and honor, or to sentence oneself,” 
Yushchenko said on March 4. Yushchenko 
warned against speculations regarding 
Kravchenko’s death. But MHryhoriy 
Omelchenko, who heads the parliamentary 
commission on high-profile criminal cases, 
called on Yushchenko to dismiss Piskun for 
“criminal negligence.” Omelchenko claimed 
that Piskun “will do everything in his power” 

so that all key witnesses either commit sui- 
cide or be killed. He also said that he sus- 


pects an agreement exists between 
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Україна хоче виводити свої війська 
з Ipaky за американський рахунок 


Сергій Куделя, Радіо Свобода 

Україна очікує від Сполучених Штатів 
покриття фінансових видатків, пов'язаних 
із виведенням українського військового 
контингенту з Іраку. Про це практично не 
повідомлялося, але це було однією з тем 
переговорів у Вашингтоні міністра закор-- 
донних справ України Бориса Тарасюка. 
Однак, як стало відомо з джерел у держав-- 
ному департаменті США, американська 
сторона поки відмовляється надавати будь- 
які гарантії, що вона фінансуватиме виве-- 
дення з Ipaky українських військових. 

Рішення припинити українську військову 
присутність в Граку до кінця цього року в 
Вашингтоні сприйняли якщо й без особ-- 
ливого ентузіазму, то принаймні з розумін-- 
ням. Як неодноразово зазначали найвищі 
американські посадовці, вони усвідомлю-- 
ють, що Президент України Віктор Ющен-- 
ко повинен виконувати свої передвиборчі 
обіцянки. 

Під час прес-конференції 11-го березня 
після переговорів із Тарасюком державний 
секретар США Кондоліза Райс повторила 
слова вдячності американської сторони за 
участь України в міжнародних стабіліза-- 
ційних силах в Іраку. Ha її думку, Україна 
повинна пишатися своїм внеском у процес 
політичної еволюції Граку. 


Водночас, як зазначила Райс, обидві сто- 
рони продовжуватимуть переговори щодо 
того, як здійснити виведення українських 
військ. Продовження консультацій необ-- 
хідне, зокрема, через те, що українська 
сторона очікує від Вашингтона оплати ви- 
везення з Граку української військової тех-- 
ніки та військовослужбовців. 

Однак Сполучені Штати поки що не 
погоджуються на українські умови. Під час 
свого візиту до Вашингтона главі україн-- 
ського зовнішньополітичного відомства не 
вдалося досягти з цього питання чітких 
домовленостей. А українське посольство у 
США заперечує навіть сам факт обгово- 
рення цієї проблеми. 

Більшість держав коаліції, які вже yx— 
валили рішення вивести свої війська з Гра- 
ку, здійснювали це виведення за власний 
рахунок. Як зазначив в інтерв'ю радіо 
«Свобода" представник голландського по-- 
сольства, для Нідерландів оплата повер- 
нення військ додому, яке розпочнеться 15 
березня, - це справа честі. . 

Однак голландський дипломат із розу- 
мінням поставився до необхідності бід- 
ніших держав виводити свої війська за 
американський рахунок. Такою державою, 
зокрема, був Гондурас, який повернув 
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Тарасюк у Вашингтоні 


Прод. із ст. 1 
декількасот своїх військових із Іраку минулого року. 

Як пояснив радіо "Свобода" гондураський дип- 
ломат, CIITA заплатили за виведення їхніх військових 
на підставі попередньо укладеного двостороннього 
меморандуму. Згідно з ним США зобов'язалися 
оплатити всі видатки, пов'язані з участю Гондурасу 
в стабілізаційних силах. 

Поки що достеменно невідомо, чи був підписаний 
схожий меморандум між Україною та США перед 
введенням до Іраку українських військ. Однак в 
американській столиці зауважують, що заклик 
Тарасюка припинити відносити Україну до бідних 
держав світу, який він зробив під час виступу в 
одному з університетів Вашингтона, напевно був 
передчасним. 

США повинні переконати ЄС, що Україна 
заслуговує на вступ до цієї організації. До цього 
закликав американців Тарасюк під час першого дня 
свого перебування в Америці, 10- березня. Він провів 
низку зустрічей із американськими законодавцями, 
представниками української діаспори й виступив у 
Міжнародному Республіканському Інституті та 
Університеті Джорджа Вашингтона. Водночас, під 
час прийняття в українському посольстві, на яке 
радіо «Свобода» не було запрошене, Тарасюк провів 
зустріч у кулуарах із керівником американського 
оборонного відомства Дональдом Рамефельдом. 

На думку українського міністра, європейці стали 
цинічнішими упродовж. останніх десяти років, бо 
досі не готові визнавати Україну як щось більше, 
ніж буферну зону. Він вкотре наголосив на готов- 
ності нової української влади боротися з такими сте - 
реотипами, зокрема за допомогою США. Амери-- 
канці, як заявив глава M3C, вже суттєво допомогли 
українцям під час періоду Помаранчевої революції. 
Тарасюк окремо подякував за забезпечення чесних 
виборів двом американським сенаторам - «ідеалісту 
Джону МакКейну та прагматику Річарду Лугару». 


Однак, за словами Тарасюка, незважаючи на їхню 
підтримку, абсурдно говорити, що Помаранчева 
революція відбулася завдяки Сполученим Штатам. 
Під час своїх виступів, Тарасюк неодноразово вжи-- 
вав слово «революція» для окреслення минулоріч-- 
них подій в Україні, намагаючись таким чином 
засвідчити радикальну відмінність чинної влади від 
ii попередників. Водночас, згадуючи про особисті 
враження від президентської кампанії, він порівняв 
їх із дев'ятьма колами пекла, які повинен був пройти 
Віктор Ющенко, щоб здобути перемогу. 

Традиційні заклики до американців скасувати дію 
поправки Джексона-Веника, яка обмежує yKpa— 
їнсько-американську торгівлю, та посприяти у всту-- 
пі України до СОТ, Тарасюк цього разу пояснював 
цитатою Біла Клінтона, що «велич держави у 
сучасному світі вимірюється її економічним, а не 
військовим потенціалом». 

Прикметним, під час його двох виступів не було 
прямих згадок про плани України щодо членства в 
НАТО. Хоча Тарасюк і наголосив, що не треба 
зважати на позицію Росії щодо можливої інтеграції 
України до Євро-Атлантичних структур. Адже, як 
нагадав міністр, Москва була проти і вступу до 
альянсу Польщі чи держав Балтії, але це відбулося 
попри Ті невдоволення. Так само, на його думку, 
повинно статися 1 з Україною. 

Не виключено, що цю думку він висловлював під 
час своєї зустічі у кулурах із главою Пентагону 
Дональдом Рамсфельдом в українському посольстві. 
Як відзначають спостерігачі, ця зустріч була нес- 
подіваною через те, що глава оборонного відомства 
США зазвичай не зустрічається із главам іноземних 
дипломатичних відомств. Однак, ймовірно головною 
темою їхньої розмови було питання української 
військової присутності в Граку. Як заявив Тарасюк, 
Україна залишається в Іраку, хоч і виводить звідти 
свої війська. Водночас, він також наголосив, що 
Україна й надалі буде надійним партнером США у 
боротьбі з тероризмом. 


Лазаренко доведе причетність 
Кучми до політвбивств? 


(Українська правда) - -Колиш- 
ній український прем'єр Павло 
Лазаренко має намір надати новій 
українській владі "документальні 
свідчення" причетності Кучми до 
більшості резонансних злочинів, 
вчинених в Україні в останні роки. 

Про це він сказав в інтерв'ю ро- 
сійській "Независимой газете". 

Лазаренко впевнений, що Кучма 
стоїть за загадковою низкою 
самогубств відомих українських 
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політиків. Так, за його словами, 
екс-глава МВС Юрій Кравченко 
пішов з життя не з власної волі. 

"Не має значення, було це вбив- 
ством чи доведенням до самогуб- 
ства", - сказав Лазаренко "НГ" по 
телефону із Сан-Франциско. 

"Я не здивуюся, якщо стане ві- 
домо, що після арешту міліцейсь- 
ких полковників, замішаних у 
справі Гонгадзе, між Кучмою й 
Кравченком відбулася розмова. Не 
виключаю, що на пряме запитання 
Кравченка, як йому тепер вчинити 
й що робити, він одержав від ко- 
лишнього патрона ту відповідь, 
яка й підштовхнула його до 
останнього кроку", - додав він. 

"Для мене очевидно, що Кучма 
своїми діями довів Кравченка до 
смерті. У мене також немає сумні- 
вів у тому, що він здатний був це 
зробити. Він же й раніше подібні 
питання вирішував у такий же 
спосіб", - стверджує Лазаренко. 

За його словами, він належить 
до числа тих "далеко не всіх лю- 
дей, які знають не з чуток про ді- 
яння Кучми". 

"Наприклад, можу навести ра- 
хунки, схеми... Та що там рахунки 
- це дріб'язок. Я, повірте, можу 
розповісти (i довести) дуже багато 
чого про те, що відбувалося в кра- 
їні при Кучмі", - говорить він. 

"Хто ще має у своєму розпоряд- 
женні таку інформацію? Бакай 
(колишній керівник "Нафтогазу 
України", друг родини Кучми), 


Пінчук (зять колишнього прези- 
дента), ще кілька людей... Я знаю 
багато чого, навіть занадто бага- 
то", - говорить Лазаренко. 

Він стверджує, що має у своєму 
розпорядженні дуже важливі 
документи. 

"Про їх значимість може свідчи- 
ти те, що Кучма спеціально від- 
правляв делегації Генпрокуратури 
в Ізраїль (вони припускали, що са- 
ме там зберігаються документаль- 
ні підтвердження злочинів колиш- 
нього президента) з вимогою 
знайти й знищити їх. Але це 
зробити не вдалося", - стверджує 
екс-прем'єр. 

Лазаренко не вірить, що існують 
якісь гарантії від Ющенка Кучмі. 

"Ющенко сам говорить, що його 
отруїли за наказом влади. Він по- 
бував на грані життя й смерті й 
довго ще буде переживати наслід- 
кицього отруєння. Чи міг він про- 
бачити таке, пообіцявши недотор- 
канність своїм отруйникам? Чи 
існує мета, яка могла б виправдати 
таке прощення? Ви уявляєте, яке 
страшне випробування випало 
його родині? У нього зовсім ма- 
ленькі діти... Я ставлю себе на йо- 
го місце й розумію, що гарантії 
Кучмі він давати не міг", - гово- 
рить Лазаренко. 

Як відомо, Лазаренко перебуває 
під судом у Сан-франциско, де 
чекає вироку судді у своїй справі. 
Улітку присяжні визнали його 
винним. 


Луценко віддасть Тимошенко 120 машин 
(Українська правда/ УНІАН) -Міністерство внутрішніх справ України 
має намір передати Кабінету міністрів 120 автомобілів 
представницького класу, які були придбані попередньою владою. Про 
це повідомив 15-го березня на прес-конференції у Києві міністр 
внутрішніх справ Юрій Луценко. За його словами, взагалі, "згідно із 
таємною постановою уряду Януковича", для потреб МВС було 
придбано за рахунок кредиту 1700 автомобілів. 25 млн. грн. з цього 
кредиту залишаються невиплаченими, додав Луценко. За його 
словами, іззазначеної кількості автомобілів (1700) після передачі 120- 
ти для потреб уряду решта буде надана дільничним інспекторам міліції. 
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Panelists at the March 7 information meeting. Left to Right: Dr. Will Zuzak, Bill Pidruchney, Bill Diachuk, 


Citizenship should be 
irrevocable, retired lawyer says 


Dianne Neilsen. 


Parliamentary committee to visit cities across Canada 


(UkrNews)—Canadian citizenship law should be 
amended so that a person can’t have his or her citizen- 
ship revoked once it’s been granted, participants at an 
information meeting on the subject were told, March 
7. 

Retired lawyer Bill Pidruchney, who is submitting а 
brief suggesting that change to the Parliamentary Com- 
mittee on Citizenship and Immigration when it visits 
Edmonton on April 7, said the qualifications and pro- 
cedure for obtaining Canadian citizenship should be 
stringent but once that citizenship has been obtained it 
should not be revoked. 

The committee, which will visit 14 cities, will be 
examining the Citizenship Act, the recognition of the 
international experience and credentials of immigrants 
and Family Reunification issues. 

Other cities on the tour and their dates are: Winnipeg, 
April 4; Regina, April 5; Calgary, April 6; Victoria, 
April 8; Vancouver, April 11 and 12; Toronto, April 13 
and 14, Kitchener-Waterloo, April 15; St. John’s, April 
18; Halifax, April 19; Charlottetown, April 20; 
Fredericton, April 21, and Montreal, April 22. 

Pidruchney roundly condemned the current system 
of revocation of citizenship, under which a person can 
have his or her citizenship revoked on a “balance of 
probabilities” as one, which has “no due process (of 
law) at all. 

The citizenship revocation process has been used 
against so-called Nazi war criminals instead of the 
criminal court process, but the government does not 
have to prove any criminal act has been committed. 

As well, under the system, cabinet itself is the judge 
rather than the courts. 

Pidruchney urged people to show up at the commit- 
tee hearings to let government members know that the 
legislation has to be changed. 

Bill Diachuk, president of the Edmonton Branch of 
Ukrainian Canadian Social Services (UCSS) said the 
family reunification category of immigration to Canada 
should be widened. 


He pointed to the example of an aging Ukrainian Ca- 
nadian whose granddaughter from Ukraine has been 
caring for him, but is not allowed to stay in Canada, as 
an example of what is wrong with current guidelines. 

The laws should be changed to allow elderly people 
to bring in young relatives to care for them he said. 

He added that the number of points given potential 
immigrants for family ties should be increased as fami- 
lies provide assistance to new immigrants. 

Diachuk also noted that the support of agencies such 
as UCSS should be taken into consideration in immi- 
gration applications because they assist immigrants in 
integrating into Canadian life. 

Another point he made was since Ukrainians and 
other Eastern European groups had no contact with 
families for opver 50 years, consideration has to be 
given that fact. 

Former MLA Dianne Nielsen spoke on the recogni- 
tion of international experience and credentials of im- 
migrants and noted that there was a serious problem 
facing people with foreign qualifications, in both the 
“regulated” and “unregulated” sectors of the labour 
market, in obtaining a fair, thorough and credible as- 
sessment of their qualifications. 

Referring to a 1991 task force whose recommenda- 
tions still applied, she proposed several measures in- 
cluding establishing an a centre to assess academic 
qualifications in terms of Alberta high school, trade, 
college, and university standards, that professional as- 
sociations, regulatory agencies and licensing bodies for 
professions and trades review their Canadian work ex- 
perience requirements to ensure that the duration and 
the type of experience required are appropriate, and 
that professional associations, regulatory agencies and 
licensing bodies for professions and trades use stan- 
dardized tests of English language competency for di- 
agnostic and remedial purposes. 

Panelists urged audience members to come to the 
hearing and provide their own input through meetings 
with and letters to the MPs. 
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Радісних Великодніх Свят 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


"Мау Your Easter Be Blessed 
with Family and Friends” 
Христос Воскрес! 
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Happy Easter 
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арру Easter 
to all members of our 
Ukrainian community.” 


Gene 


Бажаю шасливого 
Великодня всім членам 
нашої української громади. 
Христос Воскрес! 


Chat 


Yushchenko to receive JFK 
Profile in Courage Award 


Honourable Gene Zwozdesky, 
Minister of Education 


MLA, Edmonton Mill Creek Tel.: 427-5010 


(UkrNews/JFKLF)—Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yushchenko, who survived an assassination attempt and 
overcame the efforts of Russian-backed political op- 
ponents to rig his defeat as the democratically elected 
leader of Ukraine, has been named the recipient of the 
2005 John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award, the 
John В. Kennedy Library Foundation (JFKLF) an- 
nounced on March 8. 

Yushchenko will be presented with the Profile in 
Courage Award by Caroline Kennedy and Senator Ed- 
ward Kennedy when he visits the John F. Kennedy 
Presidential Library and Museum this spring. 

“Viktor Yushchenko has inspired citizens of the world 
with his extraordinary courage” said Caroline Kennedy, 
President of the JFKLF. “His commitment to freedom 
and the democratic process is a powerful example of 
how one person can truly make a difference. Viktor 
Yushchenko is a true profile in courage who my father 
would have greatly admired.” 

The John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award is 


presented annually to public servants who have with- 
stood strong opposition to follow what they believe is 
the right course of action. Past recipients of the award 
include former U.S. President Gerald Ford, U.S. Sena- 
tor John McCain and U.S. Senator Russell Feingold, 
United Nations Secretary General Kofi Annan, former 
U.S. Congressman Charles Weltner of Georgia; former 
U.S. Congressman Carl Elliott, Sr. of Alabama Afghan 
human rights activist Dr. Sima Simar, and the peace- 
makers of Northern Ireland. 

The award is named for President Kennedy’s 1957 
Pulitzer Prize-winning book, Profiles in Courage, which 
recounts the stories of eight U.S. senators who risked 
their careers to fight for what they believed in. The 
John Б, Kennedy Library Foundation created the Pro- 
file in Courage Award in 1989 to honor President 
Kennedy’s commitment and contribution to public ser- 
vice. It is presented in May in celebration of President 
Kennedy’s May 29th birthday. 


Клюб Українських Ukrainian Professional 
Професіоналістів та and Business Club 
Підприємців Едмонтону of Edmonton 


Happy Easter to all our members and 
the Ukrainian Community 


Найкращі побажання нашим 
членам та українській громаді 
з нагоди Великодніх Свят 


Христос Воскрес! Christ is Risen! 


Христос Воскрес! ~~ 


Веселих Великодніх Свят. 


шини ANDREW J. HLADYSHEVSKY, Q.C. 
Fraser Milner Casgrain 
— 


2900 Manulife Place 
10180-101 Street 
Edmonton, Alta, Canada T5J 3V5 


Lawyers in: Montréal Ottawa Toronto Edmonton Calgary Vancouver 


Direct Dial (780) 970-5234 
Fax (780) 423-7276 
andrew.hladyshevsky@fmc-law.com 


УКРАЇНСЬКЕ НАЦІОНАЛЬНЕ ОБ'ЄДНАННЯ 


ОРГАНІЗАЦІЯ УКРАЇНОК КАНАДИ 
УКРАЇНСЬКА СТРІЛЕЦЬКА ГРОМАДА 
УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ ДРАМАТИЧНИЙ 
АНСАМБЛЬ «СУЗІР'Я» 
УКРАЇНСЬКИЙ ДИТЯЧИЙ 
ДРАМАТИЧНИЙ ГУРТОК «ДЖЕРЕЛО» 

ЕДМОНТОН, © 


вітають 
Крайову Управу, членів та членок 
своїх організацій та весь 
український народ із святами 
Воскресіння Христового. 


Христос Воскрес! 
Воїстину Воскрес! 


А також через Київ: Львів, Івано-Франківськ, Одеса, 
Дніпропетровськ, 
Запоріжжя, Луганськ, Чернівці, Ужгород, Москва, 
Санкт-Петербург, Мінськ, Кишинів, Рига, Баку, Ташкент, 
Алма-Ата, Ашхабад, Тбілісі, Делі, Тель-Авів, Пекін, 
Дубаї, Афіни, Софія, Белград, Бангкок, Каїр, Стамбул 


Сімферополь, Донецьк, 


ьки Аеросвіт Українські Авіалінії пропонує 
 безпосадкові рейси літаками Boeing 767 
ОРОНТО - КИЇВ, КИЇВ - ТОРОНТО 
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Канадець став мільярдером завдяки 
українській "Запоріжсталі" 


(Українська правда)- -Серед понад 100 нових 
мільярдерів, яких нещодавно представив світу 
американський часопис "Forbes", є колишній росій- 
ський емігрант Александр Шнайдер, який заробив 
свої статки на торгівлі українським металом. 

За словами часопису, майже півтора мільярда до- 
ларів приніс Шнайдеру контроль над "Запоріж- 
сталлю", четвертим за розміром виробником сталі 
в Україні, повідомляє радіо Свобода. 

Шнайдер народився 36 років тому в Петербурзі, 
дитиною виїхав до Канади, де він закінчив Йорк- 
ський Університет за фахом - економіка. 

Починаючи свій бізнес в Україні, Шнайдер знай- 
шов охочих до грошей, але абсолютно недосвідчених. 
у закордонній торгівлі директорів державних під- 
приємств. 

За столовий сервіз чи мікрохвильову пічку Шнай- 
дер міг виторгувати трохи гарячекатаної сталі, що 
коштувала у кілька разів більше. 

За допомогою свого нового приятеля, Едуарда 
Шифріна, який на початку 90-х працював на гон- 
конгську торговельну компанію, Шнайдер познайо-- 
мився з усіма ключовими людьми в Україні. 

Згодом компаньйони заснували свою фірму Mid- 
land Resources. Вона займалася тим, що купувала 
російське вугілля, віддавала українським сталели-- 
варним компаніям, а взамін забирала готову сталь. 

Коли почалася приватизація, акції державних 
компаній почали продавати, як пише американський 
часопис, "своїм людям". 

"Своєю людиною" на "Запоріжсталі" був депутат 
Василь Хмельницький, який керував тоді держпа- 
кетом акцій "Запоріжсталі". 

У 1999 Шнайдер i Шифрін почали скуповувати 
акції "Запоріжсталі" по мірі того, як їх виставляли 
на продаж у 1999 році. 


(Українська 


Харків, 


(Українська 


референдуму й 


За даними часопису "Forbes", прибутками парт-- 
нерам довелося ділитися з групою Хмельницького, 
бо Midland Resources мав ексклюзивне право на 
експорт сталі від "Запоріжсталі". 

Сам Хмельницький в електронному посланні до 
"Forbes" спростовує свою участь у консорціумі, що 
володіє "Запоріжсталлю" або заробляє на експорті 
сталі. 

За словами Шнайдера, до 2001 року він, Шифрін 
та група Хмельницького контролювали завод. 
Чверть акцій "Запоріжсталі" все ще належала дер- 
жаві, але на аукціоні, де умови було створено під 
конкретного покупця, Шнайдеру вдалося витор- 
гувати і цю частину заводу за символічну ціну. 

Київський інвестиційний банк "Тект" намагався 
подати в суд, говорячи, що вони пропонували 37 
мільйонів за чверть акцій заводу, але кияни 
програли, хоча Шнайдер і компанія заплатили тільки 
13 мільйонів. 

Загалом Шнайдерові вдалося придбати 93% 
"Запоріжсталі" за 70 мільйонів доларів. Нещодавню 
пропозицію від однієї західної компанії продати 
завод за 1,2 мільярди доларів Шнайдер та його 
компаньйони відхилили. 

Часопис "Forbes" нагадує, що українська влада 
вже преглядає приватизацію "Криворіжсталі" і ціка- 
виться, чи вдасться Шнайдерові утримати завод у 
своїй власності. 

Шнайдер говорить, що його власність законна, і 
він не бачить небезпеки. Він уже інвестував у завод 
півмільярда доларів, а минулого року заробив 129 
мільйонів на продажах, що становили 1,3 мільярда 
доларів. 

Як пише "Forbes", через кілька місяців Шнайдер 
має намір представити на Червоній Площі у Москві 
першу російську команду "Формули-1". 


Ахметов, Пінчук та Тартуга 
увійшли до списку світових 


мільярдерів 


правда/Українська служба ВВС)- -Три українці 


увійшли до щорічного списку світових мільярдерів американського 
ділового журналу "Forbes". 

"Forbes" пише, що зараз у світі є 691 мільярдер, вони походять з 27 
різних країн, найбільше з них - американців. 

Ринат Ахметов очолює український контингент мільярдерів. Він 
на 259-му місці. 

На 507-му місці Віктор Пінчук - з 1,4 мільярда i на 620-му місці - 
Сергій Тарута, у якого 1 мільярд доларів. 

На чолі списку вже 11-тий рік поспіль лишається американець Біл 
Гейтс, засновник компанії "Майкрософт". 

Його статки оцінюються у понад 46 мільярдів доларів. 

Натретьому місці у списку - індійський металургійний магнат Лак-- 
шмі Мітталь, чиї статки зростають найшвидше серед інших мільяр-- 
дерів. За оцінками, у нього 25 мільярдів доларів. 

Середній вік мільярдерів - 64. Лише 29 з них молодші 40 років і 220 
мільярдерам більше 70. 68 мільярдерів - жінки. 

Приблизно половина мільярдерів успадкували свої гроші, а половина 
- заробили їх самі. 


Донецьк підкине наступній 
Верховній Раді тему федералізації? 


Його статки оцінюються у 2,4 мільярди доларів. 


правда)- Голова Донецької обласної ради Борис 


Колесников заявляє, що юристи вивчають питання проведення 
референдуму про федералізацію України. и 

Про це Колесников повідомив 15-го березня після закінчення сесії 
облради. За його словами, рішення про доцільність проведення 


інші правові шляхи просування ідеї федералізації 


України буде оприлюднене в Донецьку 28-29 березня. 


При цьому Колесников уточнив, що "зараз це питання ще вивчається 
юристами", і що "вже зараз зрозуміло, що обласним референдумом 


тут не обійтися! 


", повідомляє УНІАН. 


Водночас, Колесников вважає, що питання про федералізацію 


України вирішуватимуть вже депутати наступного скликання. 


AepoCsir 


УКРАЇНСЬКІ ABlAnIMIT 


Раніше, 18 січня голова Донецької міської організації Партії регіонів 
Олександр Бобков повідомив, що в Донецьку зібрано більше ніж 50 
тис, підписів жителів міста за проведення референдуму про федера- 
лізацію. У Харкові також було зібрано більше 25 тис. підписів за 
федералізацію України. 

19 січня 2005 року голова Донецької облради Колесников заявив у 
Донецьку, що не "пізніше 15 березня ми вирішимо з нашими колегами 
з інших областей, чи ми йтимемо шляхом референдуму, чи ми йтимемо 
шляхом прямого внесення в зал Верховної Ради доповнень 1 змін в 
Конституцію, які забезпечать Україні федеральний устрій". Колес- 
ников тоді підкреслював, що "референдум - це один із інструментів 
досягнення мети федералізації", що він можливий "AK спосіб 
висловлення інтересів народу і не ведені до яких правових наслідків". 

15 лютого держсекретар Олександр Зінченко заявив, що федера-- 
лізація України є неактуальною, і застеріг від сепаратистських або 
федералістських закликів. 


ЖК AeroSvir 


UKRAINIAN AIRLINES 


1.416.961.KYIV 
1.416.961.5948 


або звертайтесь у Вашу агенцію 


Новинка! Тепер у Вас є можливість замовити j оформити 
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Yushchenko promises “different Ukraine’ 
Seeks German support for EU integration during visit 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yushchenko on March 9 
promised in a speech to the German 
Bundestag that the world will soon 
see a ‘different Ukraine,” interna- 
tional news agencies reported. 

Yushchenko specified that this 
country is going to become stron- 
ger, healthier, economically robust, 
democratic, and free of corruption. 
Yushchenko also told German law- 
makers that he sees Ukraine in a 
unified Europe in the “not-too-dis- 
tant future.” 

He expressed his hope that Ger- 
many will soon recognize the “Eu- 
ropean prospect” of his country and 
called for quick moves aimed at 
bringing Ukraine into the European 
Union and the World Trade Organi- 
zation (WTO). 

Yushchenko also advocated more 
liberal EU visa regulations for his 
compatriots, mentioning specifi- 
cally such categories of Ukrainians 
as adolescents, students, artists, jour- 
nalists, and businesspeople. 

German Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder told a news conference in 
Berlin on March 9 that Germany 
will offer support to Ukraine in re- 
structuring the country on the basis 
of democracy and market economy 
and bring “new dynamism” into bi- 
lateral relations, international media 
reported. 

Schroeder was speaking after a 
meeting with Ukrainian President 
Yushchenko earlier the same day. 

Schroeder also pledged to help 
Ukraine on its path toward “the 
Western community of states” and 
toward establishing “closer relations 


with the Euro-Atlantic organiza- 
tions,” ddp reported. 

The German chancellor said he 
agreed with Yushchenko on form- 
ing a bilateral group to work out 
important joint economic projects 
and ensure their implementation. 

He said he is “assuming” that the 
EU will formally define Ukraine as 
amarket economy this year —a key 
step towards entering the bloc. He 
also predicted that Ukraine will be 
admitted to the WTO this year. 

Schroeder said he supports 
Ukraine’s desire for closer economic 
ties with the EU, but didn’t specu- 
late when Ukraine might join the 
bloc. 

The previous day, Yushchenko 
met with German Foreign Minister 
Joschka Fischer in Berlin, during the 
first day of his two-day trip to Ger- 
many, Interfax reported. 

Yushchenko told the German tele- 
vision channel ARD that the meet- 
ing focused on obtaining Germany’s 
support for Ukraine joining the 
World Trade Organization, receiv- 
ing a market-economy status, and 
forming a free-trade zone with the 
EU. 

Yushchenko also said they dis- 
cussed prospects for a simplified 
visa regime between Ukraine and 
the EU. Yushchenko declared that 
Ukraine is ready to allow non-visa 
travel for EU citizens in the near 
future. 

According to dpa, Yushchenko 
told German journalists on March 8 
that he hopes Ukraine will achieve 
EU membership “certainly before 
the year 2016.” 


However, Matthias Wissmann 
from the opposition Christian 
Democratic Union (CDU), who is 
chairman of the Bundestag’s Euro- 
pean Affairs Committee, told jour- 
nalists on March 8 that Ukraine’s 
EU membership is “unreachable in 
the foreseeable future,” dpa re- 
ported. 

According to Wissmann, such a 
prospect is unlikely because of 
Ukraine’s “enormous shortfalls in its 
economic development.” 

Instead of full EU membership, 
Wissmann called for Ukraine to be 
given what he termed “a privileged 
partnership” with the EU, which 
would include a free-trade accord 
and expanded economic and secu- 
rity ties. 

Meanwhile, Gert Weisskirchen, 
spokesman for the Bundestag fac- 
tion of the ruling Social Democratic 
Party (SPD), told “Frankfurter 
Rundschau” on March 8 that 
Ukraine should be first satisfied with 
an “EU associated status.” 
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and good health! 
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Kravchenko’s death hampers 
Gongadze investigation 


Cont. from P.1 

Yushchenko and Kuchma granting the former president immunity from 
prosecution. In response, the Prosecutor-General’s office issued a state- 
ment complaining that “certain politicians” have put pressure on the in- 
vestigation. у, x 

Amid fears for the lives of other key witnesses, Prime Minister Yulia 
Tymoshenko suggested attaching additional guards to Kuchma, who on 
March 5 returned from the Czech Republic, where he had been vacation- 
ing since Yushchenko’s inauguration. Speaking to 1+1 TV before his flight 
to Kyiv, Kuchma appeared determined to testify. But Melnychenko has 
refused Piskun’s invitation. What’s more, an assistant to exiled Russian 
oligarch Boris Berezovsky, Alexander Goldfarb, told Ekho Moskvy that 
on hearing the news of Kravchenko’s death Melnychenko turned to 
Berezovsky, fearing for his life and requesting protection. Berezovsky sent 
an aircraft to evacuate Melnychenko from Warsaw to London, according 
to Goldfarb, who added that his Foundation for Civil Liberties began to 
financially assist Melnychenko more than two years ago. 

The exact role of Berezovsky in the whole affair has yet to be estab- 
lished, but Melnychenko has never concealed his mistrust in Piskun. Now 
that Melnychenko and Pukach are hiding and Kravchenko is dead, Piskun 
is facing an uphill struggle, trying to prove that he knows where to look 
for those who ordered Gongadze’s murder. 


Bonko recognizes Orange 
Revolution In Legislature 


(UkrNews)—MLA Bill Bonko (Liberal, Edmonton-Decore) made a 
statement in the Alberta Legislature, March 9, to recognize the people of 
Ukraine who stood up to assert their democratic rights. 

“This past fall when Ukrainians felt that the presidential election had 
been tainted, they stood up despite the 
threats of violence from the government, and they refused to accept the 
results. Ukrainians showed the world that peaceful change is possible. We 
do not have to accept corruption, and when our political process fails us, 
it’s up to each and every one of us to stand up and correct the wrong. 

“J want to recognize Ukrainians who supported either candidate in the 
presidential election. I heard from Canadian election observers of the amaz- 
ing commitment to the democratic process from the supporters of the can- 

didates on both sides. I’ve heard of friendships being forged between po- , ys) ! 
litical adversaries and the desire to make democracy work regardless of Ж \ 
the outcome. : e Taylor 

“Ukrainians showed that it is possible to right a wrong, to stand up to E Fe eee nani mec 
injustice, and to work together as one for the good of all. Ukrainians have 414-1311 (403) 246-4794 
taught us how to make democracy work, and their lessons should never be 
forgotten,” he stated. 
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Your input needed on 
citizenship and 
immigration issues 


The House of Commons Standing Committee on Citizenship and Im- 
migration will be traveling to a number of cities in April 2005 to hear 
representations made on three issues related to its portfolio — all of which 
are of major importance to our community in Canada. These include the 
Citizenship Act, the recognition of the international experience and cre- 
dentials of immigrants and family reunification issues. 

In the Speech from the Throne of October 2004, the government indi- 
cated its intention to introduce new citizenship legislation. It will be using 
these committee hearings as a means of finding out what changes Canadi- 
ans want to see. 

Readers of this newspaper are no doubt familiar with the issue of depor- 
tation and denaturalization and how it has been used as a backdoor crimi- 
nal procedure to hound innocent Ukrainian octogenarians with none of 
the due process of law protection that the criminal legal process contains. 
This community, through its representative organizations and concerned 
individuals, has been making the case that the legislation has to be changed 
in order to avoid the potential civil liberties abuses that are present in the 
current legislation and in order to provide equality for all Canadian citi- 
zens — both those born in Canada and those who have been naturalized. 
This is the opportunity to do so. 

The recognition of the international experience and credentials of im- 
migrants is an issue that affects both Canadian society as a whole and 
immigrants coming to Canada. When economic immigrants are unable to 
work in their trade or profession because their qualifications are not rec- 
ognized, Canadians suffer because of a shortage of qualified profession- 
als in certain areas (for example the shortage of doctor in rural regions). 
At the same time those immigrants who come to Canada and find their 
certificates are not recognized, suffer in turn because they have to take 
lower qualified jobs. This despite the fact that higher education counts for 
more in the immigration point system. 

The third issue, family reunification is one of the critical aspects for our 
community. Ukrainian Canadians find themselves in a particularly unique 
state in regards to family reunification, because the circumstances of the 
Cold War prevented any sort family reunification for up to 70 years. And 
current legislation will not allow for the reunification of extended fami- 
lies, for example grandparents or grandchildren. This leads to anomalies 
like the Kurochka case, where an experienced nurse from Ukraine is not 
allowed to stay in Canada to care for her aged grandfather. 

In all, the committee will visit 14 cities across Canada, which are: 
Winnipeg, April 4; Regina, April 5; Calgary, April 6; Edmonton, April 7; 
Victoria, April 8; Vancouver, April 11 and 12; Toronto, April 13 and 14, 
Kitchener-Waterloo, April 15; St. John’s, April 18; Halifax, April 19; 
Charlottetown, April 20; Fredericton, April 21, and Montreal, April 22. 

For more information about where the committee will be meeting in 
your city, please contact: William Farrell, Clerk of the Standing Commit- 
tee on Citizenship and Immigration ,Tel: (613) 995-8525. E-mail: 
CIMM@parl.ge.ca. 

Members of the public are welcome too attend these meetings. Although 
only those who have already submitted briefs will be allowed to speak, 
any one who is interested can submit subsequent letters to committee mem- 
bers or their own MPs if they wish to support any of the proposals being 
brought forward. 

We will be reporting on proposals being brought forward on behalf of 
the Ukrainian community and we urge our readers to follow these and 
provide their own input as well. 
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Mary just wants us to remember 


Montreal-born woman is last living survivor of ie internment 


By Lubomyr Luciuk 

Mary came to me because she needed someone to 
remember what they did to her. 

She is elderly now, ill, in a home. She doesn’t recall 
what she told me. She does not recognize she is the 
last. 

We met after The Globe and Mail published “And 
who says time heals all?” Our words gave Mary hope. 
Until October 1988 no one believed her, even when 
she explained where the evidence was. Go north, she 
said, into Quebec’s Abitibi region. Find Spirit Lake. 

Some tried. Spirit Lake proved elusive. Lac des Es- 
prits was renamed Lac Beauchamp. The place Mary 
was sent to had vanished, like a ghost. 

Others could confirm her testimony. They dared not. 
They were still “in fear of the barbed wire fence.” 

Save Mary, they are all gone now. So are the archives. 
Time took people as Ottawa’s men plucked papers. Now 
nearly nothing is left, save Mary. 

It began in August 1914, with the First World War. 
Overnight, thousands of Ukrainians and other Europe- 
ans, previously lured with promises of freedom and free 
land, were branded “enemy aliens.” Immigrants from 
territories under Austro-Hungarian rule, they were 
misidentified as “Austrians,” despite their protests. 
Thousands had to carry identity papers. Others were 
interned, compelled to labour in the Dominion’s hin- 
terlands. What little wealth they had was confiscated. 
They endured other state-sanctioned censures, includ- 
ing disenfranchisement. Not because of anything they 
had done. Only because of where they came from, who 
they were. 

Mary was six when they took the Manko family and 
others like them from St Michael’s Ukrainian Catholic 
parish, around Montreal’s Point St Charles area. Her 
parents were greengrocers. They weren’t disloyal. It 
didn’t matter. They were transported in April 1915. 
They lost everything. 

They weren’t released until 14 June 1916. Too late. 
Militia Book #60, found in a second-hand bin at a flea 
market in the Eastern Townships, records only 2 pairs 
of ladies’ stockings for the family in February 1916. 
Three-year-old Nellie Manko hadn’t made it through 
the winter. We have another detail — she wore size 10 
kid’s shoes. But we don’t know where she is buried. 
Her remains are lost. 

A statue, Interned Madonna, now hallows the 
memory of the women and children imprisoned at Spirit 
Lake. Plaques have been placed reminding of the 
wrongs done to Ukrainians during Canada’s first na- 
tional internment operations. Last week Ottawa finally 
took note, with $25 million included in the budget, a 
Redress Fund. We were baffled when some editorial- 
ists railed against that modest measure, woefully or 
perhaps willfully ignorant of what we have called for. 

We don’t want an apology. It is wrong to ask Cana- 
dians today to apologize for yesteryear’s sins. We want 
acknowledgement. In 1987, a Multiculturalism Minis- 
ter from Montreal said Ukrainians had never been in- 


interned ер Sculpted by John Boxtel, photo- 
graph by Marsha Skrypuch, 2004. 


terned. Obviously, the Minister never met Mary. His 
successor, another Montrealer, knew better, which per- 
haps explains why she wouldn’t greet Mary. You don’t 
recognize what you won’t face. 

We have never asked for compensation. The con- 
temporary value of that portion of the internees’ con- 
fiscated wealth not returned should instead be used for 
educational and commemorative projects, of value to 
all Canadians. That constitutes a recovery, nothing 
more. 

Some insist compensation is the only acceptable pre- 
scription for righting historical injustices, but paid only 
to those who suffered. Sounds fair. But tell me what 
“value” you would place on what they did to Mary, a 
Montreal-born girl who committed no crime but was 
carted off to a Canadian concentration camp, watched 
her sister die, and then lived the rest of her life being 
told it never happened? 

I don’t know how to do that kind of math. All Mary 
wanted was for us to remember. If you’d rather pay 
redress I guess $25 million is about right. 

Lubomyr Luciuk is director of research for the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian Civil Liberties Association. 


Tarasyuk charms Washington 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—Ukraine’s new Foreign 
Minister, Borys Tarasyuk, visited Washington, DC, on 
March 10-11 to prepare for a four-day state visit by 
President Viktor Yushchenko in the first week of April. 
Tarasyuk’s career includes an earlier stint as Ukraine's 
foreign minister (1998-2000), ambassador to the 
Benelux countries (Belgium, the Netherlands, and Lux- 
embourg), and as head of mission to NATO. He was 
removed in October 2000 after intense lobbying by Rus- 
sian President Vladimir Putin. 

The two high-level visits signify a return to the 
“golden era” of U.S.-Ukrainian relations under Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton in the 1990s following very cool re- 
lations between President George W. Bush and Leonid 
Kuchma after 2000. Addressing the International Re- 
publican Institute (IRI), Tarasyuk called for the revival 
of a “viable political dialogue on the highest political 
level”. He advocated reviving the Ukrainian-Ameri- 
can Consultative Committee, which facilitated politi- 
cal dialogue during the Clinton era but went into de- 
cline during Bush’s first term. 

Four factors contribute to the new optimism, but two 
concerns also merit caution. 

First, Tarasyuk, unlike Yushchenko, speaks fluent En- 
glish. He charmed his audiences at IRI and at the George 
Washington University. Political culture is important 
in signifying who is “one of us” and who is not. 

The United States and other Western governments 
eventually came to realize that Kuchma and his allies 
had a completely different political culture. U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Condoleezza Rice never forgave Kuchma 


for his deception over the dispatch of Ukrainian arms 
to Macedonia during its civil war in 2001. In contrast, 
Tarasyuk and Yushchenko share a political culture that 
is recognized as “one of us.” The importance of per- 
sonal communications cannot be over-emphasized and 
will only be increased by Yushchenko’s American-born 
spouse, Katya, and Tarasyuk’s facility with English. 

Second, Tarasyuk noted the cold shoulder given to 
Ukraine by what he termed “Europe” (meaning the EU) 
and then expressed thanks for the support given to 
Ukraine by IRI Chairman and Senator John McCain, 
the U.S. Congress, and Senator Richard Lugar (Bush’s 
Special Envoy to Ukraine in round two of the 2004 
elections). Yushchenko will address both houses of 
Congress in April, and he has also accepted an invita- 
tion to speak at IRI. 

No doubt recalling then-U.S. Secretary of State Colin 
Powell’s refusal to recognize Ukraine’s official presi- 
dential election results on Nov. 24, Tarasyuk argued 
that during the 2004 elections the United States “was a 
friend giving hope that the democratic world would 
not turn a blind eye” should non-democratic forces at- 
tempt to rig the election. The United States “was a friend 
from whom we expected solidarity and support” and it 
“did not make any concessions behind the Ukrainian 
people’s backs,” Tarasyuk told the IRI audience. 

Third, Tarasyuk sought to dispel any notion that the 
planned withdrawal of Ukrainian troops from Iraq, 
where they are the fourth-largest contingent, should be 
interpreted as “anti-American.” The U.S. side claimed 
to understand that Yushchenko needed to fulfill his elec- 
tion pledge. Notably, U.S. Secretary of Defense Donald 
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Reigning in Ше SBU Kyiv launches far-reaching 
reform of interior ministry 


By Roman Kupchinsky 

(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian Security Ser- 
vice (SBU) is being overhauled by its new 
civilian head, Oleksandr ТигсПупоу, a close 
political ally of newly elected Prime Minis- 
ter Yuliya Tymoshenko. 

Turchynoy said in an interview for the Feb. 
19 edition of the “Zerkalo tyzhnya” weekly 
that the SBU is presently involved in investi- 
gating Volodymyr Satsyuk, the first deputy 
of his predecessor Colonel General Ihor 
Smeshko on a number of charges, among 
them financial irregularities and possible in- 
volvement in the poisoning of President 
Viktor Yushchenko. 

Many in Ukraine have alleged that the SBU, 
an all-powerful government within a govern- 
ment, was used by former President Leonid 
Kuchma to listen in on opposition leaders’ 
phone conversations and conduct special op- 
erations to physically harm his enemies and 
blacken their reputations. 

Satsyuk, a former KGB officer, also had a 
seat in parliament as a member of the Social- 
Democratic Party-united faction. He was said 
to have been appointed deputy head of the 
SBU at the insistence of Viktor Medvedchuk, 
the head of Kuchma’s administration. 

In the interview, Turchynov told the paper: 
“T do not want to comment оп an ongoing in- 
vestigation, but I can tell you that there is evi- 
dence of serious [financial] wrongdoings. As 
to other, more serious matters, we shall have 
answers to these in a very short time.” 

On Feb 17, Interfax reported that 
Turchynov announced that the SBU had ini- 
tiated a criminal investigation of the former 
SBU leadership into alleged wiretapping of 
telephone conversations of Tymoshenko and 
Yushchenko during the election campaign. 

Turchynov did not say who used the infor- 
mation gathered by these wiretaps and if they 
included Russia’s Federal Security Service 
(FSB), presidential candidate Viktor 
Yanukovych, Kuchma, or others who might 
have benefited from having access to such 
conversations. 

On Feb. 19, Interfax reported that Turchynov 
announced that the SBU had begun an inves- 
tigation into the possibility that many SBU 
officers and Ukrainian diplomats had been 
“recruited by foreign countries.” And while 
Turchynov did not specify which “foreign 
countries” might have been involved, he did 
dwell at length on the fact that, according to 
bilateral agreements with Russia, both sides 
had agreed not to engage in such activities 
against each other. Turchynov also narrowed 


down the field of potential culprits by saying 
that “The SBU is not only capable, it is 
charged with stopping all illegal activities of 
any special service, including those which 
represent states that are members of regional 
grouping” 

The current investigations might shed some 
light on events that took place during the Or- 
ange Revolution in Kyiv in November-De- 
cember 2004. 

“The New York Times” on Jan. 17 pub- 
lished a report based on conversations with 
SBU officers and with Smeshko. The report 
presented the SBU and its former head in a 
more positive light. The article claimed that, 
during the revolution, Smeshko and some of 
his closest SBU colleagues saved demonstra- 
tors from an imminent attack by armed Inte- 
rior Ministry troops. 

However, a number of SBU officers in Kyiv 
told RFE/RL that the article in “The New York 
Times” was one-sided, presented Smeshko in 
“too good a light,” and failed to take into ac- 
count all the other illegal activities that the 
SBU were allegedly involved in helping the 
pro-government Yanukovych campaign. One 
senior SBU officer interviewed by RFE/RL 
speculated that the article in the “The New 
York Times” was “an attempt by the Ameri- 
cans to keep Smeshko in power.” 

This explanation stems from a fierce inter- 
nal struggle that has raged within the SBU 
since Smeshko’s appointment in September 
2003. Smeshko, the former head of the Ukrai- 
nian military intelligence service (GRU), had 
served as Ukraine’s first military attache in 
Washington from 1992-1996. Some of the 
SBU officers interviewed claimed that 
Smeshko had been recruited to work for the 
U.S. government at that time. Smeshko has 
not responded to these charges. 

Other SBU officers interviewed by RFE/ 
RL rejected these views as “disinformation” 
and part of a “conspiracy theory.” They insist 
that Smeshko was resented for his connec- 
tion to the GRU, a traditional rival of the 
former KGB. These officers claim that 
Smeshko merely saw the writing on the wall 
and switched loyalties to the Yushchenko 
camp in order to preserve his position in the 
SBU. 

How much success Turchynov will have in 
cleaning up the SBU is difficult to predict 
given the Byzantine nature of the organiza- 
tion. Yet if Turchynoy fails, the consequences 
could be far reaching as Ukraine attempts to 
break definitively from its communist and cor- 
гирі past. 


Tarasyuk charms Washington 


Rumsfeld spoke to Tarasyuk at the U.S. Em- 
bassy reception and talked with him the next 
day in a more official capacity. 

As a commentator pointed out in 
Ukrayinska pravda, perhaps this exchange 
signified that U.S.-Ukraine relations are no 
longer gauged solely by Ukraine’s contribu- 
tion to Iraq. Tarasyuk told his IRI audience 
that Kyiv would work to minimize any dis- 
ruptions caused by its withdrawal. 

Fourth, Tarasyuk emphasized that the 
United States and Ukraine “share the same 
values: global promotion of democracy, 
struggle against terrorism, strengthening of 
European and Trans-Atlantic security.” This 
is again related to issues of political culture. 
Tarasyuk promised to ensure that there would 
no longer be “Ukraine fatigue” in the West, 
as President Yushchenko and Prime Minister 
Yulia Tymoshenko “have the political will to 
make these changes” that will make Ukraine 
eligible for WTO membership and Euro-At- 
lantic integration. 

The two yellow flags deal with Russia and 
are interrelated. 

First, it is surprising that Tarasyuk, long an 
ardent supporter of Ukraine’s membership in 
NATO, did not mention that goal even once 
during his IRI speech. NATO membership is 
far more sensitive to both the United States 
and Russia than is EU membership. Ironically, 
the EU’s continued disregard of Ukraine’s 
desire for EU membership, because “old Eu- 
rope” does not wish to upset Russia, will only 


push Kyiv to integrate faster into NATO, 
which Russia wants even less. 

The new Ukrainian leadership sees NATO 
membership as a stepping-stone to EU mem- 
bership, not as a way to defend the country 
against Russia. The U.S.-Ukraine partnership, 
Tarasyuk pointed out, “is not an alliance 
against any third party” (i.e. Russia). In Rus- 
sia the United States is often mistakenly 
equated with NATO. 

Second, the United States is key to 
Ukraine’s membership in NATO. Currently, 
pro-Ukrainian views dominate Washington 
because of the Orange Revolution and 
Yushchenko’s integrity. Opinions about Rus- 
sia, however, are now far more despondent 
compared to the positive atmosphere afforded 
Putin in his, and Bush’s, first terms in office. 

At the same time, U.S. policy has an inher- 
ent contradiction in how it deals with Russia 
and Ukraine. This inconsistency was clearly 
seen during Bush’s February tour of Europe. 
In Brussels, Bush again declared U.S. sup- 
port for worldwide democratization. Bush met 

Yushchenko in Brussels, and the Ukrainian 
leader no doubt welcomed this U.S. position. 
But days later in Bratislava, Bush spoke in 
realist and geopolitical terms with an auto- 
cratic leader, Putin, and kept democratization 
issues in the background. 

Perhaps the United States also has a multi- 
vector foreign policy toward Ukraine and 
Russia? 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—It was inevitable 
that radical, democratizing reforms would be 
launched within the Ukrainian Interior Min- 
istry (MVS) after the appointment of Yuriy 
Lutsenko as interior minister. Already, the new 
atmosphere inside the MVS has contributed 
to progress in the Gongadze murder investi- 
gation. Lutsenko is a young activist from the 
Socialist Party (SPU) who was highly in- 
volved in the Ukraine Without Kuchma move- 
ment (2000-2003) and then in the Orange 
Revolution protests. 

Lutsenko is being assisted by MVS offic- 
ers who also want to cleanse their agency of 
corruption and human rights violations. The 
Ukrainian media now regularly publish highly 
critical open letters from MVS officers and 
addressed to Lutsenko. 

Lutsenko has made tackling corruption an 
urgent priority. “Without this step it will be 
impossible to revive trust towards the MVS,” 
he declared, adding “And only after this can 
one hope of struggling against criminality in- 
side Ukraine”. MVS officers who are likely 
to be charged with human rights and corrup- 
tion violations include former MVS Minister 
Mykola Bilokin and the former head of the 
Kyiv city MVS, Oleksandr Milenin. Under 
former president Leonid Kuchma, the MVS 
was widely regarded as the most corrupted 
power ministry. 

The degree of corruption inside the MVS 
could be seen from the size of bribes required 
to land one of its high-ranking positions, such 
as the heads of oblast departments. The high- 
est bribe known is $1 million for the post of 
chief of the Donetsk oblast MVS. Other 
oblasts reportedly cost between $50,000 and 
$250,000. 

Lutsenko is in favoring of bringing in 
younger people and of raising the status of 
the MVS as steps towards introducing demo- 
cratic reforms. During his first month in of- 
fice, Lutsenko has introduced six key reforms 
at the Ministry.\ 

First, all MVS officers were to be evalu- 
ated by March 1. Citizens with grievances 
against any MVS officer were asked to come 
forward and provide evidence. This process 
was intended as a way to measure the trust- 
worthiness of MVS officers and the level of 
corruption inside the MVS. 

Second, Oleksandr Kikhtenko replaced 
Serhiy Popkov as head of MVS Internal 
Troops. Popkov had been ready to use force 
against the Orange Revolution crowds. MVS 
Internal Troops will be renamed the Republi- 
can Guard. 

MVS Internal Troops were downsized af- 
ter Ukraine became an independent state and 
some of its functions were assigned to the 
newly formed National Guard. Although the 
National Guard became the most professional 
and patriotic combat unit of the security 
forces, Kuchma never trusted them because 
they were the only unit under joint parliamen- 
tary-executive control (Ukraine did not have 
a president when the Guard was established 
in late 1991). Kuchma disbanded the National 
Guard in 1999 and transferred their functions 
back to the MVS Internal Troops. Lutsenko 


was surprised to find that the Internal Troops 
had tanks and artillery, equipment that will 
not go to the Republican Guard. 

The plan to re-name the Internal Troops as 
a Republican Guard is a throwback to the 
1990s, when the National Guard was mod- 
eled on West European paramilitary forma- 
tions, such as the Italian Carabineiri, French 
CRS, and Spanish Republican Guard. The 
national democratic parties that back Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko will welcome the 
change, due to the negative image of MVS 
Internal Troops as the descendants of the 
NKVD troops who fought Ukrainian nation- 
alist partisans during and after World War ПА 

Third, the most criminalized wing of the 
MVS, the Directorate to Combat Organized 
Crime (UBOZ), will undergo reform. UBOZ 
stands accused of colluding with organized 
crime — not combating it — under Kuchma. 
A large group of UBOZ officers and organized 
crime members were recently detained and 
charged with murdering wealthy individuals 
in order to steal their property. 

UBOZ officers are also believed to be be- 
hind the murder of Gongadze. The secret au- 
diotapes made in Kuchma’s office include 
mention of “Eagles” by then-MVS Minister 
Yuriy Kravchenko. The comment is believed 
to be a reference to a UBOZ spetsnaz unit 
(Sokil). UBOZ officers are also believed to 
have organized the “car accident” that led to 
Rukh leader Vyacheslav Chomovil’s death in 
1999. 

Fourth, Ukraine’s new leaders intend to turn 
many MVS functions over to civilian services. 
Lutsenko is himself a civilian. The ministry’s 
militarized nature is a holdover from the 
USSR. Again, this is an attempt to bring the 
MVS closer to the Western norm. Along with 
renaming the MVS Internal Troops, the divi- 
sions that currently guard prisons (as they did 
in the USSR) will be transformed into West- 
em-style prison guards. The passport, medi- 
cal, and press service departments of the MVS 
are to be civilianized as well. 

Fifth, the State Automobile Inspectorate 
(DAI), the most disliked arm of the MVS, is 
to be disbanded, a step copied from Georgia. 
Former DAI officers will conduct joint pa- 


‘trols with regular MVS officers to oversee 


road safety and traffic issues and will no 
longer hand out automatic fines, a DAI activ- 
ity that bred massive corruption. 

Sixth, Lutsenko dispatched Internal Troops 
to the two most criminalized regions of 
Ukraine, Trans-Carpathia and Donetsk, to 
assist in rooting out organized crime and high- 
level corruption. The mayor of Donetsk, 
Oleksandr Lukyanchenko, complained that 
this move fed the widely believed stereotype 
that Donetsk is a highly “criminalized region,” 
a perception that “should be proven with 
facts”. 

Internal Troops are also bound for the 
Crimea. That-these three regions are соп- 
trolled by former local parties of power un- 
der Kuchma — the Social Democratic Party- 
United in Trans-Carpathia and defeated can- 
didate Viktor Yanukovych’s Regions of 
Ukraine in Donetsk and Crimea — is likely 
no coincidence. 


Kuchma questioned in Gongadze case 


(RFE/RL)—The Prosecutor-General’s Of- 
fice on March 10 questioned former President 
Leonid Kuchma as a witness in the ongoing 
investigation into the kidnapping and murder 
of journalist Heorhiy Gongadze in 2000, 
Ukrainian media reported. 

No details of the interrogation have been 
released. 

Meanwhile, Communist Party leader Petro 
Symonenko told journalists on March 10 that 
Kuchma will not be held accountable in court 
for his past deeds, including his alleged in- 
volvement in the Gongadze case. 


Symonenko added that Kuchma obtained 
personal security guarantees from the United 
States in exchange for his “help” in installing 
Viktor Yushchenko as president in the 2004 
election. JM 

The so-called Melnychenko tapes implicate 
Kuchma and former Interior Minister Yuriy 
Kravchenko in the abduction of Gongadze. 

According to a February poll by the 
Razumkov Center, 64 percent of Ukrainians 
have a “negative attitude” toward Kuchma, 
while 35 percent believe that Kuchma should 
be “held accountable” for his past deeds. 
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Віктора Ющенка таємно 


лікували й 


Сергій Драчук, Радіо Свобода 

Група американських лікарів таємно побувала в 
Відні, щоб допомогти лікувати тоді ще кандидата 
на президента України Віктора Ющенка. Цю таєм-- 
ницю розкрив 11-го березня американський щоден-- 
ник «Вашингтон Пост». Досі про це вголос не гово-- 
рили, бо американці не хотіли зайвих звинувачень у 
«втручанні» в українські вибори. 

Представники американської влади й сьогодні не 
хочуть офіційно підтверджувати, що надали допо-- 
могу своїм лікарям, пише «Вашингтон Пост». А 
провідний фахівець групи лікарів, які взялися за 
справу Віктора Ющенка, Грегорі Сатгоф, директор 
Групи аналізу критичних випадків Університету 
Вірджинія, підтверджує лише загальну інформацію. 
За його словами, Ющенкова родина дала йому дозвіл 
лише «дуже обмежено» обговорювати цю тему. 

Лікар додав, що американський уряд тримався 
демонстративно осторонь. Але один чільний урядо- 
вець США анонімно повідомив газеті, що прохання 
про допомогу надійшло через іншого урядовця з 
Пентагону, а підтримку групі лікарів у їхній подо-- 
рожі до Австрії надав державний департамент. Що-- 
денник також повідомляє про допомогу й від послів 
США в Україні та Австрії. 

Директор віденської клініки, де лікували Віктора 
Ющенка, Михаель Цимпфер зі свого боку каже, що 
американські лікарі принесли досвід і цінну сторон-- 
ню думку, які допомогли визначити лікування, бо 
сама клініка не має достатнього досвіду з отруєн-- 
нями й біотероризмом. 

Лікаря Грегорі Сатгофа запросив до співпраці 
вашингтонський юрист Роберт МакКонел i його 
дружина Надя, керівник Фонду «Україна - США», 
обидва давні приятелі Віктора Ющенка. За словами 
МакКонела, лікаря Сатгофа йому порадили в 
американському уряді. Але роль Сполучених Штатів 
тримали в таємниці, бо саме антиамериканізм був 
значним елементом кампанії проти Ющенка. 

Восени минулого року один український парла-- 
ментар привіз МакКонелові й його дружині зразки 
волосся, нігтів i крові Ющенка. Філологи з Універ-- 
ситету Вірджинія переклали документи про Ющен-- 
кову хворобу. А шестеро лікарів, фахівці з дермато-- 
логії, нейрології, токсикології й нейрорадіології, 
яких зібрав разом Сатгоф, узялися до праці. Один 


(Українська 


мата в Києві. 


"Новости". 


з міжнародного 
Сімонс, котри 


дипломат. 
"Вони били м 
сказав Сімонс, 


В свою чергу, 


американці 


із них, токсиколог Кристофер Голстедж, запідозрив 
саме діоксин як найімовірнішу причину отруєння 
Ющенка. 

І в грудні минулого року Сатгоф, Голстедж і ще 
один лікар вирушили до Відня, щоб самим оглянути 
Ющенка й зустрітися з його австрійськими лікаря - 
ми. Якраз у той час іще одна лабораторія в Нідер- 
ландах підтвердила значний вміст діоксину в крові 
Ющенка. 

Як сказав в інтерв'ю для «Вашингтон Пост» 3raya— 
ний неназваний американський урядовець, речовина, 
знайдена в Ющенковому тілі, дуже нагадує діоксин 
високої концентрації, який іще на початку цього 
десятиліття виробляла одна лабораторія в Росії. 

Але інший американський урядовець наголосив, 
що можливий зв'язок із російською лабораторією 
не означає причетності росіян до отруєння Ющенка 
- отруту могли звідти просто вкрасти. 3a його сло-- 
вами, наразі ніхто не може сказати, хто саме скоїв 
отруєння. 

А таємне перебування американських лікарів у 
Відні закінчилося історією як зі шпигунського 
роману, додає американський щоденник. Коли вони 
12 грудня вийшли з готелю, щоб їхати на летовище, 
до них підкотив чорний лімузин, і його водій пові- 
домив: «Пане Сатгоф, це ваше авто». Лікарі вже 
почали складати свої речі до багажника, коли запі- 
дозрили, що тут щось не так: жодної машини вони 
не замовляли. Вони вихопили речі, зловили таксі й 
помчали на летовище. І лише потім з'ясувалося, 
пише «Вашингтон Пост», що авто за ними прислало 
американське посольство... 

Дещо прозаїчніше змалювала ці події прес-служба 
президента України Віктора Ющенка. Як заявила 
сьогодні його прес-секретар Ірина Геращенко, троє 
американських медиків, про яких згадано в статті, 
були одними з багатьох, які консультували Віктора 
Ющенка восени і взимку минулого року. 

Прес-секретар нагадала, що віденська клініка 
зверталася по допомогу до лікарів із Франції, Ізра-- 
imo, Америки та інших держав, i цю допомогу запро-- 
понували чимало медичних закладів із усього світу. 
Зокрема, за словами Ірини Геращенко, зробити ана-- 
лізи та здійснити необхідні консультації виявили 
готовність українські, західноєвропейські, японські 
та інші лікарі. 


Американського 
дипломата побито в Києві 


правда) Адміністрація Джорджа Буша рішуче 


зажадала від влади України знайти й притягти до відповідальності 
винних у жорстокому побитті чорношкірого американського дипло-- 


Про це заявила 9-го березня держсекретар США Кондоліза Райс 
на слуханнях у палаті представників конгресу США, повідомляє PIA 


"Ми говорили дуже жорстко з українським урядом про необхідність 
провести розслідування й покарати тих, хто скоїв цей злочин", - 
заявила Райс, відповідаючи на запитання американських законодавців 
про реакцію офіційного Вашингтона на побиття в Києві бандою 
бритоголових молодих людей чорношкірого американського дип-- 
ломата Роберта Сімонса. 

"Я вважаю, що це поставило в незручне становище новий україн- 
ський уряд, який намагається підкреслити свою терпимість і своє 
демократичне майбутнє - вони найменше хотіли, щоб щось подібне 
відбулося", - сказала держсекретар США. 

За даними американських ЗМІ, пізно ввечері 26 лютого в Києві 
був жорстоко побитий співробітник представництва агентства США 


розвитку при посольстві США в Узбекистані Роберт 
й має дипломатичний ранг. Сімонс перебував у 


відрядженні в українській столиці. 

Сімонс повідомив журналістам, що в нападі на нього брали участь 
більше десяти бритоголових молодих людей у військових черевиках. 
"Вони напали на мене, тому що я - афроамериканець. Вони не зачепили 
моїх друзів, які були із мною, але не були чорношкірими", - підкреслив 


ене по черзі, і це виглядало як тренування для них", - 
за словами якого, київська міліція з'явилася тільки 


після того, як його побили. 


начальник головного управління Міністерства BHYT— 


ql рішніх справ України в Києві Віталій Ярема на брифінгу 10-го березня 


МВС, в даний ч 


заявив, що до нападу на темношкірого дипломата в Києві причетні 
скінхеди. За його словами, підозрювані вже знайдені й перебувають 
на обліку в міліції, а розслідування справи триває, повідомляє 
ЛІГАБізнесінформ. При цьому Ярема повідомив, що МВС має намір 
звернутися до посольства США з проханням сприяти запрошенню 
потерпілого в Україну для опізнання нападників. За інформацією 


ас потерпілий перебуває в Узбекистані. 


т 
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Yushchenko creates new party of power 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—On March 4-5, President 
Viktor Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine bloc transformed it- 
self into a political party, the People’s Union “Our 
Ukraine.” The original bloc was formed after parliament’s 
April 2001 no-confidence vote removed Yushchenko’s 
government. The bloc, consisting of 10 liberal and cen- 
tre-right parties, came first in the proportional half of the 
2002 elections with 23.57%, handing the Communist 
Party (KPU) its first defeat in an election. 

The creation of the People’s Union represents 
Ukraine’s third attempt at creating a party aligned with 
the executive. The first effort was Prime Minister Valeriy 
Pustovoitenko’s People’s Democratic Party (NDP) in 
1998, but like Boris Yeltsin’s “Our Home is Russia,” it 
never became a reliable ally for the executive branch. A 
half-hearted attempt to transform the “For a United 
Ukraine” bloc into a party of power failed when it dis- 
integrated immediately after the 2002 elections. 

Neither Yeltsin nor Ukraine’s Leonid Kuchma took 
party creation seriously, refusing even to head parties 
of power. Their successors have a much different atti- 
tude. In Russia, United Russia became the leading party 
after the merger of Vladimir Putin’s Unity with the Fa- 
therland-All Russia bloc of former prime minister 
Yevgeny Primakov and Moscow mayor Yuri Luzhkoy. 
But while Putin has refused to head United Russia, 
Yushchenko agreed to be the honorary head of the 
People’s Union “Our Ukraine.” 

The outlines of the new party of power are already 
taking shape. Although two successor wings of the 
Ukrainian Popular Movement (Rukh) are members of 
Our Ukraine, both have refused to join the new party. 
Yuriy Kostenko’s Ukrainian People’s Party (UNP) and 
Foreign Minister Borys Tarasyuk’s Rukh plan to enter 
the 2006 elections independently. But as more rank- 
and-file members defect to Yushchenko’s People’s 
Union, leaders of UNP and Rukh will likely realize they 
have little chance of crossing the 3% threshold in next 
year’s parliamentary race. If the threshold is indeed 
raised to 5%, pressure will grow to merge with 
Yushchenko’s group. 


A recent Razumkov Center poll found that only five . 


parties would pass the 4% threshold used in the 1998 
and 2002 elections. Yushchenko’s party leads with 30%, 
six points higher than its finish in 2002. The Socialists 
and Yulia Tymoshenko’s Fatherland party obtain 4-5% 
each. Among the opposition, the KPU has a miserly 
4.8%, down from 20% in 2002. Former prime minister 
Viktor Yanukovych’s Regions of Ukraine came sec- 


ond overall with 17%. 

A third group in the Our Ukraine bloc is more ame- 
nable to merging into the new party of power. These 
political forces represent the more liberal, pragmatic 
wing of the national democratic camp and are repre- 
sented by Petro Poroshenko’s Solidarity, Oleh 
Rybachuk’s Razom group, Viktor Pynzenyk’s Reforms 
and Order Party, and Kyiv Mayor Oleksandr 
Omelchenko’s Unity party. The Reforms and Order 
Party renamed itself “Our Ukraine” last summer but is 
willing to surrender this brand name to Yushchenko. 

Yushchenko’s People’s Union “Our Ukraine” will 
possess a more pragmatic and civic nationalist politi- 
cal face than the romantic nationalism of Rukh. The 
cultural intellectuals and Writers Union who played 
such a prominent role in Rukh, giving it its romantic 
nationalist orientation, did not play a prominent role in 
the 2004 elections. 

During the founding congress of the new party, 
Yushchenko publicly appealed for two other parties to 
be his allies in the 2006 election campaign. As expected, 
one such potential ally is Prime Minister Tymoshenko’s 
bloc. After becoming prime minister, Tymoshenko re- 
fused to give up her party leadership, but she has pub- 
licly accepted the idea of an alliance with Yushchenko’s 
new party. Yushchenko’s other appeal was to parlia- 
mentary speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn’s People’s Party 
of Ukraine (NPU). Since the presidential 
electionsLytvyn’s NPU, the re-named Agrarian Party, 
has grown to be the fourth largest thanks to defections 
from other centrist parties., So far Lytvyn has not re- 
sponded to the invitation. 

Yushchenko is courting Lytvyn for two reasons. First, 
to thank him for staying neutral during the 2004 elec- 
tions, keeping parliament open, and supporting the par- 
liamentary resolution condemning the official result of 
round two. Second, to prevent Lytvyn from aligning 
with centrists who now oppose Yushchenko. 

Nevertheless, courting Lytvyn has a price. It suggests 
that the Yushchenko team does not believe Lytvyn will 
be charged with a role in the murder of opposition jour- 
nalist Heorhiy Gongadze. 

Yushchenko remains very popular. A Razumkov Cen- 
ter opinion poll found that 55.1% of respondents be- 
lieve that he defends Ukraine’s national interests and 
nearly 50% support his actions. Some 41.5% back 
Prime Minister Tymoshenko. In comparison, Ukraine’s 
“opposition” has very low ratings. KPU leader Petro 
Symonenko is supported by 9.5% (but opposed by 
55.3%), while Yanukovych is opposed by 50.4%. 


Should Ukrainian nationalists merge with new party of power? 


By Oleg Varfolomeyev ар 

(Jamestown Foundation)—Ukraine’s two strongest па- 
tionalist parties have refused to merge with President 
Viktor Yushchenko’s new People’s Union Our Ukraine 
party (NSNY). Addressing the party’s founding congress 
on March 4, Yushchenko made it clear that he was un- 
happy about this development. But staying apart may be 
a blessing in disguise for both sides — the nationalists 
will preserve their electorate in the west of the country, 
while Yushchenko will need to try to win more hearts 
and minds farther to the east. 

The former leading nationalist party, Rukh, split in the 
late 1990s. Its two wings, the Ukrainian People’s Move- 
ment (NRU), headed by Foreign Minister Borys Tarasyuk, 
and the Ukrainian People’s Party (UNP), headed by leg- 
islator Yuriy Kostenko, were two of the three pillars of 
Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine bloc when it was founded in 
2002. The third pillar — Finance Minister Viktor 
Pynzenyk’s liberal Reforms and Order Party, which was 
renamed Our Ukraine last year, is hesitating about join- 
ing the new party. Local commentators believe that 
Pynzenyk’s party, whose 70 prominent members attended 
the NSNY’s first congress, will eventually merge with 
Yushchenko’s new party. 

The situation with the heirs to Rukh is more compli- 
cated. Several prominent members of both the NRU and 
the UNP, including Justice Minister Roman Zvarych and 
the governors of Lviv and Ternopil, have joined the 
NSNY. This may be the beginning of a large-scale mi- 
gration to Yushchenko’s new party by members of the 
two parties who have become government officials after 
Yushchenko’s victory. This recalls the situation in the mid- 
1990s, when ministers and governors were en masse join- 
ing that year’s party of power — the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP). Deputy Prime Minister Roman Bezsmertny, 
who spearheaded the NSNY’s organization process, views 
Yushchenko as the main unifying force for all the parties 
that helped him come to power. Apparently he sees no 
choice for parties like the NRU and the UNP but to merge 
with the NSNY. 

But the nationalists have decided to go it alone, and 
there is speculation that the NRU and the UNP may go as 
far as splitting from the Our Ukraine bloc’s faction in 
parliament to set up factions of their own. At the same 
time, they want to continue to be allied with Yushchenko. 
“Rukh members do not understand why separate mem- 


bers of the NRU have joined the newly created party,” 
the NRU said in a special statement. “At the same time 
the Rukh remains an independent political force, and its 
congress has called on all the patriotic-democratic par- 
ties to start building up a bloc for the 2006 [parliamen- 
tary] elections.” 

In a loose alliance with the NSNY the nationalists can 
preserve their traditionalist electorate in western Ukraine, 
thereby contributing right-wing votes to the wider voter 
base of the broader pro- Yushchenko coalition in the elec- 
tions. But the NRU’s and UNP’s merging with the liber- 
als from Yushchenko’s new party may be unacceptable 
for many nationalist voters in the west of the country, 
prompting them to support far-right groups. This diver- 
gence has been illustrated by NRU deputy chairman Vasyl 
Kuybida’s unequivocally negative reaction to a recent 
pledge by National Security and Defense Council Secre- 
tary Petro Poroshenko to stop closing down Russian-lan- 
guage schools and to set up a Russian-speaking televi- 
sion channel and a Russian-speaking radio station. By 
doing so, the government may complicate matters for the 
new opposition, which makes no secret of its plans to 
play the language card in next year’s elections. But lin- 
guistic liberalism is unacceptable for the nationalists. 
“Poroshenko is going to protect the national interests of 
what state?” Kuybida wondered. 

Excluding the romantic nationalist element from the 
NSNY brings the new party closer to the political centre, 
which in Ukrainian conditions also means moving to the 
geographic centre from the west. Without the NRU and 
the UNP, Yushchenko’s party may lose some popularity 
in the nationalist west, but acquire votes in the densely 
populated and largely Russian-speaking east. “It is good 
that the NSNY has both in its program and in its personal 
composition declared itself as a liberal-democratic force, 
so it has good chances in the south and the east, where 
the traditional national democrats have weaker positions,” 
Anatoly Matvienko, leader of the nationalist Sobor party 
— which is not going to join the NSNY either — has said 
in an interview with Ukraina Moloda. Matvienko speaks 
from experience — he chaired the People’s Democratic 
Party. Yushchenko’s party should target the majority of 
voters if it wants to be in the majority in the next parlia- 

ment, but the majority of Ukrainians is anti-NATO and 
pro-Russian, Matvienko noted. The nationalist elector- 
ate, however, is largely pro-NATO and anti-Russian. 
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By Victor Yasmann 

(RFE/RL)—Many observers in 
Russia and abroad believe that re- 
cent events in Georgia, Ukraine, and 
Moldova have rung the death knell 
for the Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States (CIS), the fragile asso- 
ciation that rose up in the wake of 
the collapse of the Soviet Union. 

Council for Foreign and Defense 
Policy Chairman Sergei Karaganov 
told RTR on March 13 that the CIS 
has essentially fulfilled its function 
and should be radically reformed. 
On March 10, apn.ru reported that 
National Strategy Institute Director 
Stanislav Belkovskii had called for 
“burying the CIS” and creating a 
new alliance of countries loyal to 
Moscow. Belkovskii dubbed this al- 
liance the USSR, an acronym from 
the Russian words for “Common- 
wealth of Countries Allied to Rus- 
sia. 

The latest reflection of this new 
mindset in Russia was a proposed 
bill in the Duma that would have 
regulated the procedures for expand- 
ing the Russian Federation. On 
March 10, Motherland Duma 
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that would have amended a 2001 
law on the Russian Federation to fa- 
cilitate the incorporation into Rus- 
sia of the self-proclaimed republics 
of Abkhazia and South Ossetia, 
which are part of Georgia; the 
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Moldovan region ої Transdniester; 
and the Nagorno-Karabakh region 
of Azerbaijan. 

Under the 2001 law, regions wish- 
ing to join the federation do not have 
to share borders with Russia, but the 
consent of their present central gov- 
егатепіз is required for incorpora- 
tion. The law also stipulates that ac- 
ceptance of new constituents of the 
federation must be approved by a 
referendum of the entire country. In 
short, the expansion of the Russian 
Federation requires an international 
treaty and a complete, national do- 
mestic political process. 

According to media reports, the 
amendments submitted by Savelev 
were drafted by Motherland faction 
leader Dmitrii Rogozin. They called 
for abolishing the requirement that 
expansion be accompanied by the 
consent of the foreign government 
involved, “Izvestiya” reported on 
March 10. Instead, the proposed 
amendments stated that admission 
to the federation would be based 
only on “the will of the people of a 
region as expressed through a refer- 
endum” ог by the mass acceptance 
of Russian citizenship. The only 
new condition that the amendments 
included was a provision that said 
the population of a candidate region 
must have voted “positively on the 
March 17, 1991 referendum on the 
preservation of the USSR.” All of 
the regions listed above pass this 
standard, a fact that Rogozin men- 
tioned in a memorandum he at- 
tached to the bill. In that message, 
he wrote that Georgia, Moldova, and 
Azerbaijan “have lately been inten- 
sifying efforts to project their sov- 
ereignty into the territories of these 
unrecognized republics” while si- 
multaneously accusing Russia of 
“supporting “separatism.” 

When presenting the bill in the 
Duma, Savelev stressed that the рго- 
posals correspond with the 
Kremlin’s political line and its “ide- 
ology of national revanche.” “Presi- 
dent [Vladimir] Putin said last year 
that we gave up too much and [now] 
we must get it all back,” Savelev 
said, according to strana.ru on 
March 11. “We do not need a new 
Russia of ‘Yeltsinites’ within the 
present borders, but a genuine Rus- 
sia with its imperial borders.” 

The Motherland bill, however, 
attracted just 91 votes — mainly 
from Motherland and its allies — of 
the 226 required for passage. Thirty- 
four deputies voted against the bill 
and one abstained, with most depu- 
ties not participating in the vote. The 
pro-Kremlin Unified Russia party, 
which controls more than 300 votes 
in the lower chamber, declined to 
support the bill, arguing that it could 
destroy “the fragile balance of the 
territorial integrity of the Russian 
Federation.” 


Russia’s wounded imperial consciousness 


Unified Russia’s position seems 
to follow the old dictum that those 
who live in glass houses should not 
throw stones. Deputy Yurii Konev 
(Unified Russia) said: “The time for 
this law has passed. Now is not the 
time to think about how to break up 
other states but to take care about 
the unity and sovereignty of our own 
country,” strana.ru reported on 
March 11. 

Konev’s concerns were echoed by 
Communist Deputy Leonid 
Ivanchenko, whose faction largely 
supported the measure. Ivanchenko, 
however, argued that the definition 
of “a popular referendum” in the bill 
“works against Russia’s interests.” 
He noted that the Myasnikovskii 
Raion of Rostov Oblast, which is in 
the district he represents, has a com- 
pact Armenian community, RTR re- 
ported on 12 March, and that it could 
theoretically vote to secede from 
Russia. First Deputy Duma Speaker 
Lyubov Slizka (Unified Russia) con- 
cluded the debate by saying that 
“adoption of the bill will mean the 
de facto declaration of war against 
neighboring states, whose territorial 
integrity will be violated.” She 
added that it would be another mat- 
ter if one or another of these regions 
gained international recognition and 
then expressed the desire to join the 
Russian Federation. 

In an interview with “Argumenty 
ifakty,” No. 10, TV-Tsentr commen- 
tator Aleksei Pushkov, whose stat- 
ist views often reflect those of the 
Kremlin, said that Moscow is afraid 
to encourage separatist claims in 
Georgia and Moldova because it 
faces the same problem in 
Chechnya. Moreover, if Moscow le- 
gitimizes the disintegration of Geor- 
gia and Moldova, it could set off a 
chain reaction in Ukraine and 
Kazakhstan, both of which have 
large ethnic Russian minorities con- 
centrated in regions bordering Rus- 
sia. “It seems that the Kremlin is se- 
riously afraid of complications in 
our relations with our neighbors, al- 
though as far as I can tell there is 
nothing to be afraid of,’ Pushkov 
said. 

The introduction of the bill in the 
Duma indicates that those in Russia 
who harbor imperialist ambitions 
are not yet ready to surrender, de- 
spite the recent setbacks throughout 
the CIS. After Moscow’s defeat in 
the Ukrainian presidential vote, po- 
litical consultant Marat Gelman, 
who advised pro-Moscow presiden- 
tial candidate Viktor Yanukovych in 
the election there, said that “Russia 
should now give up its imperial 
project,” RosBalt reported on Dec. 
29. “But although there is no chance 
of realizing any scenario of the res- 
toration of the empire, our wounded 
imperial consciousness remains and 
is posing a serious problem.” 


Ukraine worries about a Berezovsky visit 


Ukrainian Interior Minister Yury Lutsenko warned on March 15 that 
the arrival of businessman Boris Berezovsky would create an insurmount- 
able problem for Ukraine, reports the Associated Press. 
Berezovsky — who is wanted by Moscow on fraud charges — has said 
he plans to move to Ukraine, and the Ukrainian media have speculated 
that Berezovsky might time his arrival with the planned visit by President 


Vladimir Putin, March 19. 


“The Interior Ministry will face a problem that cannot be solved” if 
Berezovsky is allowed into the country, Lutsenko told reporters. 

He said the situation presented a dilemma for his country because Rus- 
sia and Ukraine have an extradition agreement, but Ukraine also has a 


duty to protect political refugees. 


Berezovsky, a fierce opponent of Putin, has been charged with embezzle- 
ment. He has rejected the charges as politically motivated and has re- 


ceived political asylum in Britain. 


Moscow, however, has informed Kyiv that it expects Berezovsky to be 


handed over if he arrives in Ukraine. 


Berezovsky criticized Lutsenko’s statement and challenged Ukraine to 
allow him to enter the country if he applies for a visa. “If Ukraine is truly 
independent, it will simply ignore the objections of Russia. If not, the 
country is still a satellite of Russia,” he said by telephone from London. 
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Will Melnychenko tapes be 
used as evidence? 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—As ап 
Interior Ministry colonel confesses 
to the murder of opposition journal- 
ist and Ukrayinska pravda founder 
Heorhiy Gongadze, one major issue 
remains; namely what evidence will 
the courts accept? 

Former presidential guard 
Mykola Melnychenko secretly re- 
corded 700 hours of tapes in Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma’s office dur- 
ing 1999 and 2000. During 
Kuchma’s reign the authorities first 
denied the tapes’ existence and later 
claimed they had been doctored as 
a “conspiracy” against Kuchma. 
Prosecutor-General Hennadiy 
Vasylev refused to consider the tapes 
as evidence and claimed they prob- 
ably no longer existed. Just before 
the 2004 presidential elections, the 
prosecutor-general’s officer paid 
850,000 hryvni (approximately 
US$70,000) for an “expert analysis” 
of copies of the tapes (Melnychenko 
kept the originals) that concluded 
that the voices could not be ad- 
equately identified and were prob- 
ably doctored. 

Five international media organi- 
zations (Reporters Without Fron- 
tiers, the British National Union of 
Journalists, the International Union 
of Journalists, Article 19, and the In- 
stitute of Mass Media) condemned 
the results, noting “The expertise or- 
dered by the Ukrainian government 
took place in conditions of maxi- 
mum secrecy”. 

Melnychenko responded by re- 
leasing new excerpts ahead of the 
elections. These included a conver- 
sation in summer 2000 between 
Kuchma and then-Donetsk governor 
Viktor Yanukovych about plans to 
create a Donetsk faction in parlia- 
ment. Both are heard scheming how 
to buy up deputies for the new fac- 
tion. They wanted 15-20 Commu- 
nists and hoped to eliminate the So- 
cialist and Fatherland party factions. 

In an interesting twist, the Euro- 
pean Court of Human Rights has 
tuled that the Ukrainian authorities 
were wrong to deny Melnychenko 
the 15th slot on the Socialist Party 
list in the 2002 elections. If 
Melnychenko retums to Ukraine, he 
will therefore have the right to take 
any vacant seat in the Socialist fac- 


tion. Melnychenko’s presence in the 
Ukrainian parliamentary chamber 
would certainly make for lively pro- 
ceedings, to say the least. 

Melnychenko has been given 
“guarantees” for his safety, were he 
to return to Ukraine. Prosecutor- 
General Sviatyslav Piskun has 
closed the treason case filed when 
he fled Ukraine in November 2000. 
Piskun invited Melnychenko to re- 
turn to Ukraine and conduct a joint 
analysis of the tapes with interna- 
tional experts. 

But Melnychenko, like Gon- 
gadze’s widow, Myroslava, does not 
trust Piskun due to his history with 
Kuchma (Piskun was Prosecutor- 
General in 2002-2003). After former 
interior minister Yuriy Kravchenko 
was found dead on March 4, 
Melnychenko feared for his own 
life. Exiled Russian oligarch Boris 
Berezovsky sent a private plane to 
bring him from Warsaw to London, 
where Berezovsky lives. Melny- 
chenko claims that the FBI warned 
him on four previous occasions that 
his life was in danger. 

Melnychenko will not surrender 
the original tapes to Piskun. He be- 
lieves that Kravchenko’s death is 
part of a deliberate cover up to shield 
Kuchma, parliamentary speaker 
Volodymyr Lytvyn, and former Se- 
curity Service (SBU) chairman Le- 
onid Derkach. 

Where are the original tapes and 
what is on the other 670 hours? 
Volodymyr Tsvil, Ukraine’s former 
consul in Munich and a former So- 
cialist Party member, helped 
Melnychenko escape from Ukraine 
by car into Poland and put Socialist 
Party leader Oleksandr Moroz in 
touch with Melnychenko in summer 
2000. 

According to Tsvil, most of the 
compact discs containing the taped 
conversations are in a bank vault in 
Liechtenstein, not with Melnychen- 
ko. Tsvil believes only a fraction of 
the conversations have been re- 
leased, because the tapes are actu- 
ally owned by Melnychenko’s still- 
anonymous supporters. 

In February 2004 Melnychenko, 
according to Tsvil, held secret meet- 
ings with SBU officers who brought 
a $500,000 “inducement,” that 
Melnychenko refused. He also at- 


Moroz wants parliamentary 
report on Gongadze case 


(RFE/RL)—Socialist Party head Oleksandr Moroz has demanded that 
the Verkhovna Rada hear a report next week by Hryhoriy Omelchenko, 
head of the ad hoc parliamentary commission for investigating the killing 
of journalist Heorhiy Gongadze, the “Ukrayinska pravda” website reported 


on March 16. 


“What is taking place now is immoral,” Moroz said. 

“The murder should not be considered solved as long as the 
Melnychenko tapes have not been attached to the [Gongadze] case, the 
Omelchenko commission’s report has not been heard, and no case has 


been sent to court.” 


Moroz threatened that the Socialists will refuse to vote in parliament if 
Omelchenko is not allowed to report on his commission’s findings. 

Meanwhile, parliamentary speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn told journalists 
on March 14 that President Viktor Yushchenko has asked him not to put 
Omelchenko’s report on the parliamentary agenda. 

“The president’s position is that today there is a need not to engage in 
politics but to give professionals the possibility to conclude the [Gongadze] 


investigation,” Lytvyn said. 


Yushchenko and Prosecutor-General Svyatoslav Piskun recently an- 
nounced that the Gongadze murder case was solved. 


Tymoshenko proposes alternative 
(RFE/RL)—Prime Minister Yuliya Tymoshenko told journalists on March 
10 that the government is considering proposing to the owners of “‘strate- 
gic” economic enterprises that were privatized dishonestly without ten- 
ders to pay the state the balance between the real value of enterprises and 
the prices they paid during privatization, Interfax reported. Tymoshenko 
added that the government does not intend to review small privatizations. 
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tempted to meet senior presidential 
administration officials such as 
Serhiy Levochkin, who recently be- 
came an adviser to Lytvyn. 

Moroz and Melnychenko have 
both complained that President 
Viktor Yushchenko is also disinter- 
ested in using the tapes as evidence 
in a trial, because two senior 
Yushchenko officials are heard on 
the tapes. These two have not been 
identified, but rumors suggest they 
are presidential administration chief 
Oleksandr Zinchenko (a senior So- 
cial Democratic United Party mem- 
ber until he defected to Yushchenko 
in mid-2003) and National Security 
and Defense Council Secretary 
Petro Poroshenko (whose Solidar- 
ity Party had links to a leading 
Donetsk member of Regions of 
Ukraine, Mykola Агагоу, until 
Poroshenko defected to Yushchenko 
in 2001). 

Admitting the tapes into evidence 
would have several implications. 
Portions of the tapes have been veri- 
fied by both a U.S. company headed 
by a former FBI expert (BEK TEK) 
as well as by an FBI laboratory. 
BEK TEK concluded that Kuchma 
is indeed heard speaking to Kray- 
chenko and Derkach about Gongad- 
ze, while the FBI verified Kuchma’s 
voice authorizing the sale of 
Kolchuga radars to Iraq. 

With no law granting ex-presi- У V ( 
dents immunity, Kuchma is unlikely 4) 
to escape blame. He continues to 
deny that he ever gave an “illegal 
order” to “deal with” Gongadze and 
defended Kravchenko, who de- 
clared his innocence in his suicide 
note. Kuchma’s plan to be an elder 
statesman running his Ukrayina 
Foundation may now be diverted to 
a quiet retirement in the dacha near 
Moscow reportedly ready should 
Kuchma have to flee Ukraine. 


Celebvating 40 
Incredible Years 


пог Baczynskyj, MC, Toronto, Ontario 
Ron Cahute, MC, Toronto, Ontario 
Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival Choir, 
Dauphin, Manitoba 

Canada’s National Riding and Dancing 


Cossacks & Company, 

Dauphin, Manitoba 

Hoosli Ukrainian Folk Ensemble, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

Kubasonics, Edmonton, Alberta 

Rusalka Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 

UB, 2005 House Band, 

Edmonton, Alberta 

Yevshan Ukrainian Folk Ballet Ensemble, 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan 

Zirka Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, 
Dauphin, Manitoba 


Lellan 


Proud to be Your Member of Parliament in Edmonton Centre 


_ David Kilgour, м.р. 


Edmonton-Mill Woods-Beaumont 
Happy Easter! 
Радісних Великодніх Свят! 


If you have a federal concern you 
want to discuss, please telephone 
your constituency office at: 
495-2149 or write to: 
Room 216, 3017 - 66 Street 
Edmonton, Aiberta T6K 4B2 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС) 
Веселих Великодніх Святі! 


SAUSAGE MAKERS™! 


Delicatessen Meat Market 


Respected sausage makers, established since 1958. 
Purveyour of their own delicatessen garlic sausages, meat loaves, 
wieners, salami, and other "Famous Products" delicacies. 


» Wood smoked bacon 

» Smoked turkeys 

Delicatessen sausages and cheese 
« Freezer beef, veal, pork 

» Social packs 

¢ Kobassa with impeccable taste! 

¢ Hot from our own smokehouses. 


тмргорегіу of 
CENTRAL PRODUCTS & FOODS LID. 


630 Nairn Avenue, Winnipeg 
Ph: 667-2981 


, J} 
Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival 
July 29, 30 & 31, 2005 


Canada’s National Ukrainian Festival 
Box 368, 1550 Main Street South 
Dauphin, Manitoba R7N 2V2 

P: (204) 622-4600 F: (204) 622-4606 
Toll Free: 1-877-474-2683 
www.cnuf.ca 


Come for the Culture... St tay for the Fun! 
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— fired 


WE WILL WELP YOU GET TRE VALVE YOU DESERVE THRGEGH OBE PULL RANGE OF SERVICES 


Радісних та здорових Великодніх Свят! 
Христос Bocrpecs Boicmuny BecKpe”: ' 


Join us this summer іп а unique 17 day trip to 


Ukraine July 25 - August 10 


Cail us at Taste of Ukraine Restaurant for itinerary and other information 


artered Accountants 


Happy Easter! 
Христос Воскрес! 


780.424.300 


Sunday, March 27, 2005 


Entertainment 


$19.95 + cst 
$17.95 + est 
$11.95 + cst 
$ 7.95 + cst 


Adults 

Seniors 
Children (6-12) 
Children (2-5) 


Grand Ballroom, Conference Centre а 
10:00 am - 2:00 pm 


Res 


ervations: 453.6504 


Ukrainian Evening Buffet 
Hotel Dining Room 
4:30 - 8:30 pm 


11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, AB T5G 3A1 


=e 


780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com 


(UkrNews)—Final figures 
weren't yet available for Yarmarok 
2005, presented by the Verkhovyna 
Song and Dance Ensemble at the 
Ukrainian Youth Unity Centre in 
Edmonton, March 5 and 6, but or- 
ganizers expected it to be close to 
the previous one held two years ago. 

Lesia Scharabun, fundraising co- 
ordinator, said there may have been 
a slight drop in the overall atten- 
dance as another festival, the 
“Ukrainian Mosaic” at the Ukrai- 
nian National Federation hall was 
held at the same time. 

Otherwise, the event was “very 
successful”, she stated. 

Close to 2500 people attended the 
2003 Yarmarok. The event is held 
every two years as a fundraiser for 
the ensemble. 

This year’s performers included 
the Verkhovyna School of Ukrainian 
Dance, the Ardrossan Yatran Ukrai- 
nian Dancers, the Parkland Ukrai- 
nian Dancers, the Holy Cross 
Zorianka Dancers, the Shumka 
School of Dance, the Viter Ukrai- 
nian Dancers, the Verkhovyna 
School of Ukrainian Dance, St. 
Josephat’s Sadochok, the 
Koperoush School of Ukrainian 
Dance, the Fort Saskatchewan 
Barvinok Dancers, the Alberta Zirka 
Ukrainian Performers, St. Andrew’s 
Vimneest Ukrainian Dance School, 
the Art of Dance Vinochok and 
Dance Alberta. 

Other attractions included the 
children’s penny arcade, the Thistle 
Farm Petting Zoo, games, prizes 
bakes sales and Baba’s Kitchen. 

More than 25 exhibitors partici- 
pated in this year’s Arts and Crafts 
Fair. 

The Yarmarok 2005 Organizing 
Committee consisted of: Stephanie 
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Yarmarok 2005 another success 


Top: Parkland Dancers. Above: The Petting Zoo. 


Blahun, Melanie Bojkewich, Tanya 
Chrapko, Larissa Ewanchuk, Lasha 


By Sandra Sperounes, 
The Edmonton Journal, March 9, 2005 

When Kalan Porter arrives for Saturday’s show at 
the Shaw Conference Centre, he’ll be followed by a 
pack of screaming girls (and their mothers). 

His Canadian Idol runner-up, Theresa Sokyrka, has 
no such burden. 

Last month, the Saskatoon native came to Edmonton 
to record her jazzy pop debut at Riverdale Recorders 
and wasn’t mobbed once. 

Not along 97th Street, where the studio is located, or 
Dia! CONTACT: 

У . 5 з Phone; 416-695-7828, 1-856-648-8588. 
= Emaih info@1018888.com 


st I ay Nee Ser Se internets weew A018888,com 
Before your next long distance сві 


Ewanchuk, Orysia Huk, Natalia Pawluk, Michelle Ryder, Lesia 
Twaszko, Oksana Iwaszko, Chelsey Scharabun and Carrie Serediak 


Sokyrka’s surprising anonymity 


Idol runner-up recorded debut in Edmonton with little fanfare 


even in The Mall. “In Toronto or Edmonton, nobody 
recognizes me,” she says. 


Such anonymity seems like an anomaly, considering 


Sokyrka was one of Canada’s favourites on last year’s 
Canadian Idol. 


But fans will get a chance to rediscover her face and 


voice when she releases These Old Charms on April 
11, 10 days after her 24th birthday. It’s a lovely mix of 
standards, including those she performed on Canadian 
Idol — such as Summertime and Good Mother — plus 
three of her own compositions. 


я Energy giants face audits 


(RFE/RL)—The Cabinet of Ministers has resolved to conduct financial 
audits of 27 major state-run enterprises within the next month, Interfax 
reported on March 16. The audit list includes such oil and gas companies 
as Naftohaz Ukrayiny, Ukrtranshnafta, Ukmafta, and Uktranshaz, as well 
as electricity-distributing and -producing companies Ukrenerho and 
Enerhoatom. Prime Minister Yuliya Tymoshenko announced the audits in 
early March when she said that each company will specifically be checked 
for using state money in “shadow schemes.” 


Non-visa travel pledged 

(RFE/RL)—President Yushchenko told a forum of businessmen and gov- 
ernment officials in Kyiv on March 11 that Ukraine will introduce a non- 
visa regime for EU citizens “in a few days,” Interfax reported. “In re- 
sponse, we would like to see understanding on the EU’s part,” Yushchenko 
said. He suggested that the EU could reciprocate by lifting visa require- 
ments for Ukrainian students, artists, journalists, and businesspeople. Such 


a move, Yushchenko added, would show that “Europe is far-sighted” and 


2 Я CANADA Dial 101-8888 ari do not walt 

for a dial tone, simply dial the 
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‘then 6 seconds! made using 


using the Lucky Call dial-around 101858 wall count as one entry. 


——— 


that “it is welcoming the sprouts of democracy. 


(RFE/RL)—President Viktor Yushchenko has submitted to the Verkhovna 
Rada a bill on the reduction of Ukraine’s Armed Forces by 40,000 people 
(including 30,000 servicemen) to 245,000 people (180,000 servicemen 
and 65,000 civilians) by the end of 2005, Interfax reported on March 10. 


(UkrNews)—Close to 500 people 
attended the “Ukrainian Mosaic” 
which showcased Ukrainian dance, 
song, music, folk art and food at the 
Ukrainian National Federation Hall 
in Edmonton, March 5 and 6. 

In addition, the event, which was 
organized by the Ukrainian 
Women’s Organization and the 
UNE, raised $1,780 for the “Help Us 
Help the Children” project funding 
orphanages in Ukraine. 

“We're very pleased. We think the 
event went extremely well,” said 
Mosaic organizing Committee 
member, Luba Bell. 

She added that it also gave an op- 
portunity for young people to per- 
forms and for artists to display their 
works. 

Anespecially big hit at this year’s 
Mosaic was the Orange Revolution 
display. The orange scarves which 
were sold at the exhibition were sold 
out within the first few hours of the 
showcase, she noted. 

There were several arts displays 
featuring paintings, pysankas and 
folk arts. Marusia’s Kitchen also 
proved to be a popular feature 

Performers at “Ukrainian Mo- 
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The Chaika Youth Orchestra. 


Orange exhibit a ale hit at Ukrainian Mosaic 


Daria Wasarab-Rolland and Michael Bell at the Orange Revolution exhibit. 


School of Ukrainian Dance, the 
Holy Cross Zorianka Dancers, the 
Vegreville School of Ukrainian 
Dancing and Promin Dancers, mu- 
sician Roman Miroutenko, the 
Edmonton School of Ukrainian 
Dance, the Ukrainian Cheremosh 
Society, bandurist/singer Halyna 
Hrytsa, the Trixie Chicks musicians, 


the Tryptik Singers, the Chaika 
Youth Orchestra, the Yatran Dance 
Academy and the Veeteretz School 
of Ukrainian Dance Association. 

The Ukrainian Mosaic Commit- 
tee consisted of: Gloria Hladun, 
Luba Kuc, Chester Kuc, Luba 
Boyko-Bell, Ivan Cybulsky and 
George Yopyk, 


saic” included the Koperoush 


Sokyrka’s surprising anonymity 


“These Old Charms is a really good title. It’s old jazz 
standards I’ve modernized,” says Sokyrka. 

Riverdale Recorders, founded by Scott Franchuk, is 
one of Edmonton’s busiest studios, working on more 
than 20 albums by local artists such as Old Reliable, 
AA Sound System, Les Tabernacles and Jen Kraatz in 
the last five years. 

Sokyrka is easily the studio’s most high-profile cli- 
ent to date, though Franchuk and producer/engineer 
Terry Tran didn’t trumpet her presence. 

“Working with Theresa is more like hanging out,” 


PHOTO — AL KACHKOWSKI 
Theresa Sokyrka at Ukrainian Day in Saskatoon, Aug. 
28, 2004. 


says Tran. 

“We just have a lot of fun and that makes things so 
easy. Hopefully, more artists in and out of town will be 
aware of us now. It would be nice to work with artists 
from all over the map.” 

Sokyrka selected Riverdale because she knows Tran 
from her days at Red Deer College and as a struggling 
musician in Edmonton. For two years, she fronted 
Phagoo, a funky jazz combo. The group recorded an 
album with Tran, but didn’t have enough money to re- 
lease it. 

“Edmonton was hard on us,” she admits. 

“There was no place for us to play. (Our music) was 
a weird genre and there’s not a whole lot of venues for 
eclectic jazz. It was definitely a sound I have never 
heard before. We couldn’t exactly play at Four Rooms 
... We played on A-Channel once. We played at Red’s a 
few times too— they ’re great for letting any band play.” 

Sokyrka moved back to Saskatoon in November 2003 
and, after some convincing from her sister, ended up 
wowing the judges on Canadian Idol. 

“You are head and shoulders, million miles over the 
moon, the best singer I’ve seen in the country this year,” 
proclaimed judge Zack Werner after Sokyrka’s audi- 
tion in Regina. 

But unlike other Idol runners-up, Sokyrka hasn’t had 
it easy. Gary Beals and Billy Klippert, who finished 
second and third behind Ryan Malcolm in Idol’s first 
season, both landed record deals and had their debuts 
financed by the labels. 

Sokyrka, on the other hand, is working her own and 
was only able to ink a deal, with MapleMusic, to dis- 
tribute These Old Charms in stores across Canada. 

“J miss the (Idol) people а lot,” says Sokyrka. “I miss 


| Kalan and Jacob (Hoggard, who finished third.) Life’s 


a lot different, but I’m really happy. It’s constant work, 
but it’s fun. Nothing ever gets boring.” 

Best of all, she knows Saskatchewan — the one place 
where she is instantly recognized — is proud of her. 

“Everybody comes up to me and says something,” 
she says. “Saskatchewan is the coolest place. It’s not 
like people come up to me and say, ‘I want a picture 
with you.’ They come up and say, ‘We’re so proud of 
you!’ It’s so great. They had a part in my success.” 
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ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 
HAPPY EASTER! 
З ВЕЛИКОЮ РАДІСТЮ І ВЕСНОЮ 
ВІТАЄМО УКРАЇНСЬКУ PEQM Ay: 


Бажаємо щастя і всього добра членам 
та прихильникам які невтомно і 
добровільно допомагають здійснювати 
завдання і проєкти ССУК. 

We wish happiness and all success to all 
benefactors and volunteers who help us to 
accomplish our programs and projects. 


КРЕДИТОВА СПІЛКА СОЮЗ 
бажає всім своїм Членам і всій 
Українській Громаді 
Веселих та Щасливих 
Великодніх Свят 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 
ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС! 


CHRIST ІЗ RISEN! 
INDEED HE IS RISEN! 


Aina sci ваші фінансові потреби - 
ЛАСКОВО ПРОСИМО! 


2265 Bloor St. МУ. 
Toronto, ON 


812 Bristol Rd. м. б 
Mississauga, ON 
LBR 32 


1 
(205) 568-9390 


BES SO-USE COM 

1-800-322-9274 
M65 1P1 

(416) 763-5575 


ne he a Ge 


St. Stephen’s Cemetery 


“Alberta T5B 4K3 


Established іп 2000, St. Stephen's Cemetery serves the needs 
of families of all faiths in Edmonton and Northern Alberta. 


» Family groupings welcomed 
» Flat & upright monuments permitted 
* Field of Honour for Veterans & spouses 


« Columbarium niches will be available 
(Spring 2005) 


« Payment plans available 
» “Buy-back” plan available 
» Future plans include a chapel and social centre 


Piease call for 
com limentary 
ої а “Family Es 
Planner” 


your 


The Board extends Easter Greetings to all! 


Kornell Ozipko 


George Zaharia 
Secretary 


Administrator 


Mack Skoreyko 
Chairman 


XPHCTOC BOCKPEC! 
ВОЇСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС! 


Радісних Свят Христового 
Воскресення! 
Христос Воскрес" O° 
Р і P ХУ" 203, 10348 - 176 St. 
Едтопіоп, АВ Т55 113 


PHONE: (780) 451-3020 
FAX: (780) 451-3027 


Darlene 
METCALFE 
Cecile 
OLYNYK lesen 
Janice 
KLECKNER 


FIRE—AUTO—SONDS 
BURGLARY-LIABILITY 


LIFE INSURANCE 


Ж Providing Insurance Services Since 1959 


WHEATLEY SADOWNIK 


BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 


Wishing you and your family all the 
best of the Easter season. 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


2000 SUN LIFE PLACE - 10123-99 STREET - EDMONTON, ALBERTA - T5J 3H1 


TEL (780) 423-6671 FAX (780) 420-6327 
Галя Котович - член YMTA 


Вже третий рік Українське Музичне Товариство 
Альберти організує концерт юних талантів, фес- 
тиваль української музики. Цьогорічний концерт 
відбувся в неділю, 13 лютого у приміщенні театру 
Муттарт. Юні виконавці почали сходитися годину 
перед концертом і розмови мали одну тему, які вони 
усі нервові! 

Імпрезу відкрила голова УМТА Люба Бойко- 
Белл. Вона також була ведучою програми і сказала 
кілька слів про кожного виконавця. Учні виконали 
мелодії пісень, танців, рондо, етюди, думки-шумки, 
сонатіни, прелюди, які написали композитори: М. 
Кравців- Барабаш, JI. Батюк, I. Беркович, Д. Борт- 
нянський, М. Гайворонський, А. Гнатишин, Дунаєв- 
ський, С. Климовський, Ж. Колодуб, А. Комаров- 
ський, Г. Компанієць, В. Косенко, М. Леонтович, М. 
Лисенко, С. Павлюченко, Ю. Рожавська, Р. Савиць- 
кий, Я. Степовий, Б. Фільц, С. Яременко. Твори ін- 
ших композиторів базовані на українських мелодіях: 
Б. Берлін, А. Єдлічка, В. З'єнтарський, О. Сандлер, 
Я. Сулима, Г. Фрід. 

Юні піяністи що виступали: Оля Боднар, Ярослав 
Брода, Наталя Вовк, Анджела Ган, Лариса Гекер, Te— 
тяна, Джонатан і Наміша Глусь, Адріяна Горобець, 
Богдаріянна Зорняк, Андрій Кунев, Калина й Оксана 
Сомчинські, Андрея і Катерина Тарнавські, Соломія 


May the Spirit of Easter bring you peace апа happiness. 
Happy Easter! 


Ukrainian 
Canadian 
ARCHIVES & MUSEUM 
OF ALBERTA 


9543 - 110 Ave, Edmonton, AB 
Ph.: 780-424-7580 


Вітаємо з нагоди Великого Празника 
Воскресіння Христового та 
бажаємо щастя, кріпкого здоров'я 
ї всього найкращого. 
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Учасники концерту. 


Концерт юних талантів Едмонтону 


Цісар, Алекс і Филип Човс, Александер Шейн, Алекс 
i Ричард Яндо. 

Молоді співаки приїхали з Вегревил: Ярина і Ma— 
ріон Сен і Марія Федорук. Акомпанювала їм Галина 
Лазурко. Скрипаль Марія Качмар виконала два тво-- 
ри у супроводі Любов Качмар. Цікаві дві пісні - дуе-- 
ти на цимбалах і флейті виконали Наміша і Джона-- 
тан Глусь. Дуєти на фортеп'яні виконали: Алекс і 
Филип Човс, Анджела Ган і Соломія Цісар. Цікавий 
був твір «Птахи в лісі» який виконувала Калина Сом-- 
чинська закінчуючи твір вибиванням ритму рукою по 
кришці фортеп'яно, що нагадувало стукіт дятеля. 

Програма була добре вложена бо точки на фор- 
теп'яно були переплетені вокальним співом та грою 
на інших інструментах. Також музичний рівень уч-- 
нів, початківців були переплетені з більш зааван- 
сованими виконавцями, що завжди тримало увагу 
публіки. Голова товариства Люба Бойко- Белл подя-- 
кувала кожному виконвцеві і вручила грамоту. За 
організацію концерту відповідала Галина Лазурко, 
а допомагали Ірина Тарнавська, Грина Шмігельська, 
Ксеня Федина, Галя Котович, Люба i Майкл Белл. 


Такий концерт дає учасникам нагоду вивчати й 
виконувати українську музику, набирати відваги 
виступати перед публікою i дати собі раду, якщо 


нерви трохи захоплять. 
А родичі і публіка їх все підтримують оплесками. 


Третина українців 
хоче судити Кучму 


(Українська правда)  -39,39о українців вважають, що колишнього 


HAPPY EASTER! 


From all the staff and management at Heritage 
Frozen Foods Ltd. We wish you a Happy Easter 
full of good fun, good food, and good fortune. 


Canada's Favourite Perogy 


Heritage Frozen Foods ША. 


14515 124 Ave, Edmonton, AB T5L 3B2 


www.cheemo.com 


президента України Леоніда Кучму потрібно притягнути до суду. 

Про це свідчать дані загальнонаціонального опитування, проведеного 
соціологічною службою Українського центру економічних і 
політичних досліджень ім. Олександра Разумкова, повідомляє УНІАН. 

Директор соціологічної служби Центру Разумкова Андрій Биченко 
повідомив, що згідно з результатами дослідження, 64,3% громадян 
України в цілому негативно ставляться до Кучми. 

Позитивне ставлення до екс-президента висловили лише 5,796 
респондентів. Ставлення решти опитаних байдуже, або вони не змогли 
визначитися з відповіддю. 

Відповідаючи на питання: "Яке майбутнє Леоніда Кучми Ви вважали 
б найбільш справедливим?", третина опитаних (35,3% ) висловилися 
за притягнення екс-президента до суду. 

44.9% респондентів вважають, що він просто повинен відійти від 
громадського і політичного життя. 

Значно менше опитаних підтримують продовження активної 
діяльності Кучми: 7,296 вважають, що він може займатися 
громадською діяльністю, а 2,890 - політичною. Решта опитаних дали 
інші відповіді або не змогли відповісти на питання. 

Биченко зазначив, що за останні місяці ставлення населення до 
Кучми помітно погіршилося і стало більш радикальним. 

Так, у жовтні минулого року лише 12,8% респондентів, відповідаючи 
на аналогічне питання, хотіли притягнення Кучми до суду. 

Натомість, значно більше було прихильників його активної 
майбутньої діяльності: 8,095 вважали за доцільне продовження 
активної політичної діяльності і 16,3% хотіли 6, щоб Кучма зайнявся 
громадською діяльністю. Відхід Кучми від громадського і політичного 
життя у жовтні 2004 р. підтримували 47,7% опитаних. 

Дослідження проведене соціологічною службою Центру Разумкова 
з 23 по 28 лютого 2005 року в усіх регіонах України. Опитано 2012 
респондентів віком від 18 років. Теоретична похибка вибірки не 
перевищує 2,390. 
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Myth of the “Great Fatherland 
War” is unacceptable for Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—The myth of the 
“Great Fatherland War’, which was 
created by dictator Joseph Stalin and 
perpetuated throughout the Soviet 
regime, is unacceptable for Ukraine 
for two fundamental reasons, said 
the speaker at the 39™ Annual 
Shevchenko Lecture in Edmonton, 
March 10. 

“First, it is built on factual errors 
and faulty interpretations. The no- 
tion that all of Ukraine rose to de- 
fend the Soviet Fatherland is con- 
tradicted by documentary evi- 
dence,” said Dr. Roman Serbyn, 
Professor Emeritus, Department of 
History, Université du Québec a 
Montreal. 

“Many Ukrainians in Western, 
Central and Eastern Ukraine awaited 
the Germans as liberators. Ukraine 
was not liberated by the Red Army 
for liberation means the acquisition 
of liberty. Ukrainians gained neither 
social, nor economic, nor religious, 
nor cultural, nor political, nor na- 
tional liberty. They only exchanged 
a Nazi totalitarian regime for a Com- 
munist totalitarian regime.” 

The second fundamental weakness 
of the myth is that it is part of an alien 
ideology, hostile to the formation of 
Ukrainian national consciousness 
and identity, he stated during the lec- 
ture, which was sponsored by the 
Ukrainian Professional and Business 
Club, Edmonton and the Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies 
(CIUS), University of Alberta 

“It is Russia-oriented, it promotes 
Ukraine’s connection to Russia over 
Ukraine’s internal unity. It elevates 
those periods of Ukrainian history 
when Ukraine and Russia were in 
one state (Kyiv Rus, Russian Em- 
pire, USSR). Promoting admiration 
of the ‘Great Fatherland War’ the 
myth highlights all that the war 
stood for: the use of the Russian lan- 


Dr. Roman Serbyn 


guage, the singing of Russian songs, 
the worshiping of Russian national 
heroes. Most of all, the myth pre- 
vents national reconciliation among 
war veterans, who fought in differ- 
ent military formations: the Red 
Army, the Ukrainian Insurgent 
Army, and the Division Halychyna.” 

Dr. Serbyn noted that the purpose 
of the myth was to create a Soviet- 
Ukrainian identity, or a “Ukrainian 
homo sovieticus”. 

“He was conscious of his sepa- 
rateness from the Russians, but at 
the same time he felt a strong attach- 
ment to the Soviet reality, in which 
the Russians, their culture and Іап- 
guage held the centre stage.” 

This is incompatible with the no- 
tion of an independent Ukraine, and 
needs a fundamental reexamination. 

“In the future, independent 
Ukraine will undoubtedly discard 
the myth of the “Great Fatherland 
War” and develop its own political 
myths, based on Ukrainian histori- 
cal traditions and national interests.” 

While commending President 
Viktor Yushchenko for trying to fa- 
cilitate reconciliation between the 
veterans of the Red Army and the 


Ukrainian Insurgent Army, he nev- 
ertheless stated that the issue of rec- 
onciliation has not been addressed 
in its entirety because the president 
remains silent on Ukrainians in the 
German forces. 

During the war the authorities 
devised a new form of national iden- 
tity based upon the cult of Stalin and 
the predominance of the Russian 
people in the struggle and after the 
war, the challenge for the Soviet re- 
gime was to unite its citizens “into 
an integrated society and to tie their 
recollections into a state controlled 
common memory.” 

“The authorities did not want to 
erase the memory of the war com- 
pletely, but only to refashion it, to 
make it correspond to their ideologi- 
cal and political needs,” he stated. 

With the de-Stalinization policies 
of Nikita Khrushchev the role of 
Stalin in the war was reevaluated, 
and more prominence was given to 
the role of the Soviet people. 

The cult of the “Great Fatherland 
War” reached its zenith under 
Brezhnev. 

“The shaken empire had once 
more to be consolidated around the 
Russian national core and the lead- 
ership of the Communist Party. The 
myth of the ‘Great Fatherland War’ 
lent itself perfectly for this task. 
Twenty years had passed since the 
war; a whole new generation had 
been educated to see the war as a 
glorious page in their country’s past, 
while the older generations learned 
to adjust their memories, or at least 
their discourse,” said Dr. Serbyn. 

After the breakup of the USSR 
Soviet ideology lost much of its 
popular appeal, but the Kuchma 
government continued to keep up 
the myth for its own reasons, he 
added. 


Osvita in 


Ukraine 


Obtain credits in Ukrainian 10, 20 or 30 in our three week 
Ukrainian Immersion Program and then travel to Ukraine for 
їмо weeks of educational travel. We are still accepting regis- 
trations for the summer that you'll never forget. For more in- 
formation or to register online, visit our website at 


www.sijohnsinstitute.com <http://www.stjohnsinstitute.com/> 


or contact Amanda Shuya at 


ashuya@stjohnsinstitute.com. 


St. John’ 
11024-82 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB 


(780) 439-2320 or email 
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Радісних Свят Христового Воскресення 
ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! ВОІСТИНУ ВОСКРЕС! 


31st ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
Ukrainian PYSANKA Festival 2004 


Vegreville, July 


2, 3, 4, 2004 


- 3 Grandstand Shows Featuring Tryzub Ukrainian Dancers of 


Calgary, Major Bands. Other to be 


|| е Three Days of Ukrainian Dance Competitions 
» Ukrainian Band Performances All Weekend 
¢ Two Evening Zabavas / Beer Gardens 


» Trace Your Roots Map Work 
» Expanded Pioneer Demonstrations 


» Folk Art Display and Hall of Honour 


Display Yarmarok - Trade Show 
¢ Pioneer Family Recognition 
» Ukrainian Music Hall of Honour 
AND MUCH MORE 


Vegreville Cultural Association 
Box 908, Vegreville, Alberta T9C 151; Ph./Fax: (780) 632-2777 
Email: info@vegrevillefestival.com 


Website: www.vegrevillefestival.com 


Announced 


Найкращі Великодні Побажання 
Христос Воскрес! 


Superb Resullts пот all students 


8B EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


Rada decides to hold Victory day parade|F 


(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada on March 15 voted 
overwhelmingly to hold a “parade of victory” in Kyiv 
on May 9 to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the So- 
Viet victory in World War II, UNIAN reported. 

President Yushchenko originally proposed that the 
celebration would be limited to a ceremonial dinner of 
war veterans with government officials at tables set 
along Khreshchatyk, Kyiv’s main boulevard. 

But the parliamentary caucus of the Ukrainian Com- 
munist Party protested this and called on the president 


and the government to celebrate the 60th anniversary 
of the victory in World War II this year at the “top state 
level,” including holding such a parade in Kyiv, Interfax 
reported on March 14. 

The caucus said in a statement that it protests the 
government’s attempts “to nullify the celebrations of 
the 60th anniversary of the Victory and thus to degrade 
the historic significance of the Great Victory [and] de- 
grade the role of the victorious Ukrainian people.” 


Three-year prison term for thieves of historic Bible 


(RISU)—A stolen copy of the historic Ostrih Bible 
was recently found by workers of the Ukrainian Secu- 
rity Service (SBU, in its Ukrainian acronym). This was 
Teported on March 7 by the news service of the 1+1 
TV Channel, whose journalists led an investigation. 

The Ostrih Bible, the first complete edition of the 
Bible in the Old Church Slavonic language, was printed 
by Ivan Fedorov in 1581. About 200 copies remain to- 
day, of which one book was preserved by a community 
of Old Believers in the village of Bila Krynytsia, in 
Bukovyna. 

The Old Believers of Bila Krynytsia hid various 
church items during the years of Soviet persecution, 
and donated part of what they preserved, including the 
Ostrih Bible, to an Old Believer Museum. The museum 
was closed eventually for lack of funds. 

The exhibits were supposed to be transferred to a 
museum in Chernivtsi, for which purpose a special com- 
mission was to be created. The commission was never 
created, which at one point led to loss of control over 
the exhibits. 

At this time, Petro Yesin and Petro Saiko of the closed 
Old Believer Museum decided to sell the Bible and 


forged a sales contract as soon as a buyer was found. 
According to the forged contract, the Bible was bought 
by an American collector. However, no confirmation 
of this was found during investigation. At the same time, 
nobody at the Chernivtsi Museum was aware that a 
copy of the Ostrih Bible was to be transferred to them 
among other exhibits. 

Saiko gave the Bible to an intermediary in the 
Ternopil region, after which he lost sight of both the 
Bible and the money. He himself reported that the Bible 
was stolen, for fear of being discovered. 

The Bible was found in Kyiv when it was transferred 
to an intermediary. Neither Yesin nor Saiko admitted 
their guilt. Both were sentenced to a three-year prison 
term by a court in Chernivtsi. The sentence is now be- 
ing reviewed by Ukraine’s Supreme Court. 

Meanwhile the Bible is stored at the offices of the 
Chernivtsi department of the SBU, waiting for its owner 
to be determined by the Cultural Treasure Movement 
Control Committee. Several have already claimed their 
rights to the Bible, including a resident of Chernivtsi 
who maintains that the rarity was stolen from his fam- 
ily close to 20 years ago. 
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International Bilingual Program 


Our students achieve academic 
excellence in all subject areas! 


Our students develop multilingual 
language skills in English, 
Ukrainian and French! 


OPEN HOUSES 


April 6/7 

Holyrood School (К-б) 
7920 - 94 Avenue 
466-2292 


Our students explore the 
richness of Ukrainian culture! 


Our students will be positioned 
for success in the global 


community of the 21st century! 


REGISTER NOW! 


April 14 

Delwood School (K-6) 
7315 Delwood Road 
476-3969 


М. E£. Lazerte (10-12) 
6804 - 144 Avenue 
Call 408-9800 for info 


Balwin School (7-9) 
7055 — 132 Avenue 
Call 475-3646 for info 


Transportation 
та [Available 


The Ukrainian International Bilingual Program is open 
to all students. No previous knowledge of Ukrainian 
is required for kindergarten or grade 1 entry. 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


Дирекція, керівництво і персонал 
Ощадно-Кредитової Спілки 
«Карпатія» бажають всім членам 


РАДІСНИХ ВЕЛИКОДНІХ СВЯТ! 


CARPATHIA 
CREDIT UNION 


Three Location 
to serve you! 
950 Main St. 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 


1341 A Henderson Hwy 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 


HAPPY EASTER! 
to all our members from the Board 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. of Directors, Management and Staff 
of Carpathia Credit Union. 
an en CHRIST IS RISEN! 


or visit us at: www.carpathiacu.mb.ca 


80-2200 McPhillips St. 


ХРИСТОС ВОСКРЕС! 


З нагоди Світлого Празника 
Воскресіння Господа Нашого 
Ісуса Христа вітає всю 

єпархію, священство, 
духовенство, боголюбивих вірних 
1 організації та засилає 

всім найщиріші побажання 
багато ласк 

від Воскреслого Христа 


+ Лаврентій Гуцуляк, ЧСВВ 
Єпископ Едмонтонської Єпархії 


CHRIST IS RISEN! 


On the feast of the glorious Resurrection of our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, Easter greetings to our hierarchy, clergy, religious, 
and faithful and our sincerest best wishes for a happy and 
holy Easter! 


May the Risen Christ Bless You All! 


+ Lawrence Huculak, OSBM 
Bishop of the Edmonton Eparchy 


Централя Українців Католиків 
Едмонтонської Кпархії 


SSS 3 Awe d= 


Зі світлим празником 
Христового Воскресення 
щиро вітає голову Помісної 
Української Католицької 
Церкви, Блаженішого 
Патріярха Любомира, 
Високопреосвященного 
Митрополита Михаїла, 
Преосвященного Владику 
Лаврентія, усе Духовенство, 
Чернецтво, Мирян, Проводи 
і Членство Українських Громадських, Організацій та 
Інституцій та ввесь Український Нарід у світі. 


. Давид Коваль, голова Централі 
Иосип Синишин, голова Братства YKK 
Гелен Сірман, голова ЛУКЖК 


Маргарета Батті, голова УКЮК 


UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC COUNCIL 
Edmonton Eparchy 


In celebration of Christ's Resurrection we wish the 
Ukrainian community a happy and blessed Easter. 


Dave Kowal, UCCC President 
Joseph Synyshyn, UCBC President 
Helen Sirman, UCWLC President 

Margaret Batty, UCYC President 
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Політтехнологів Януковича очікує в'язниця? 


(Українська правда/ЛІГАБізнесінформ)- -До 
організації безладь 23 жовтня 2004 року біля бу- 
динку Центральної виборчої комісії під час прези-- 
дентської кампанії було причетним колишнє керів - 
ництво МВС. 

Про це заявив 10-го березня в ході брифінгу 
заступник міністра внутрішніх справ України 
Геннадій Москаль. 

Москаль повідомив, що, зокрема, до цієї справи 
причетні екс-начальник головного управління МВС 
у Києві й начальник "Беркута". 

За словами заступника міністра, МВС у четвер 
направило матеріали зазначеної справи в Генеральну 
прокуратуру для дачі оцінки колишньому керів- 
ництву MBC i для відкриття кримінальних справ за 
фактом його причетності до безладь. 

Після порушення кримінальних справ буде mpo— 
ходити відкрите судове засідання за фактом прово-- 
кацій під час виборів президента України. 

Москаль висловив надію, що Генпрокуратура 
дасть оцінку кожному, хто був причетний до безладь 
під час президентських виборів, незважаючи на 
посади. 

Разом з тим, він відмовився назвати які-небудь 
прізвища працівників MBC, причетних до цієї 
справи. За його словами, всі вони будуть названі 
після того, як Генпрокуратура порушить криміналь - 
ні справи. 

Разом з тим, заступник міністра підкреслив, що 
мова йде про генерал-полковників і генерал-лейте-- 
нантів з головного управління МВС у місті Києві. 
При цьому Москаль зазначив, що всі вони тепер 
звільнені з органів внутрішніх справ. 


Заступник міністра повідомив, що колишнє керів-- 
ництво MBC, зокрема, причетне до незаконного 
звільнення молодчиків, найнятих штабом Віктора 
Януковича, які били народних депутатів й охорону 
Центвиборчкому 23 жовтня 2004 року. 

За його словами, незважаючи на те, що в той день 
частина учасників безладь була доставлена в Печер-- 
ський районних відділ внутрішніх справ, вони були 
відпущені за особистим наказом одного з колишніх 
керівників МВС. 

3a словами Москаля, цей керівник також причет-- 
ний до знищення письмових свідчень учасників 
безладь і до фальсифікації нових свідчень. 

За словами Москаля, основними фігурантами в 
цих кримінальних справах можуть стати політтех-- 
нологи зі штабу Януковича, які придумали такі ідеї, 
які, за його словами, "інакше, ніж "брєдовими", не 
назвеш". 

Крім того, Москаль повідомив, що на сьогодніш-- 
ній день на контролі MBC перебуває 340 кримі- 
нальних справ, пов'язаних із президентськими 
виборами. При цьому він уточнив, що має на увазі 
тільки найбільш резонансні справи. 

Заступник міністра заявив, що сьогодні МВС не 
має наміру ні від кого приховувати інформацію щодо 
причетності тих або інших посадових осіб до 
організації провокацій під час виборів. 

При цьому він відзначив, що МВС може 
запевнити, що в майбутньому таке не повториться. 
"Ми запевняємо, що під час наступних виборів таке 
більше не повториться, і міліція буде захищати 
виборчі дільниці й сприяти реалізації консти- 
туційних прав громадян", - сказав він. 


За бійки з Ющенком під ЦВК платив брат 
екс-вще-прем'єра Клуєва 


(Українська правда/ЛІГАБізнесінформ)- - 
Безладдя, організовані під час президентських вибо-- 
рів біля будинку Центральної виборчої комісії 
представниками штабу Віктора Януковича, фінан- 
сував брат екс-віце-прем'єра Андрія Клюєва Сергій 
Клюєв. 

Про це повідомив заступник міністра внутрішніх 
справ Геннадій Москаль на прес-конференції 10-го 
березня. 

"Він був касиром", - заявив Москаль. Москаль 
також повідомив, що тому, хто розплачувався за 
організацію безладь під час виборів - Сергію Клюєву 
- потрібно давно прийти й усе розповісти. 

Москаль відзначив, що розслідування інциденту 
біля будинку ЦВК 23 жовтня 2004 року під час 
виборчої кампанії було першим його завданням на 
нинішній посаді. б 

У ході прес-конференції Москаль продемонстру-- 
вав відеозапис, що, за його словами, вівся в той день 
біля ЦЩентвиборчкому працівниками зовнішнього 
спостереження. 

За його словами, незважаючи на те, що колишнім 
керівництвом МВС була дана команда знищити це 
відео, один зі співробітників зовнішнього спос- 
тереження зберіг ці записи будинку й після зміни 
керівництва МВС добровільно передав їх. 

За словами Москаля, у ході розслідування даної 
справи було встановлено, що в той день, коли ЦВК. 
на своєму засіданні планувала відкрити 450 додат- 
кових виборчих дільниць 1 коли представники штабу 
Віктора Ющенка перебували в комісії для того, щоб 
не допустити їх відкриття, у штабі Януковича один 
з політтехнологів розробив сценарій провокацій біля 
Центрвиборчкому. 


Москаль відзначив, що, відповідно до сценарію, 
мобільним телефоном була викликана група моло- 
диків, яким було дане завдання почати бійку біля 
будинку ЦВК з метою виманити з будинку народних 
депутатів на чолі з Ющенком. 

3a словами Москаля, у ході слідства було встанов - 
лено, що за участь у цій провокації групі молодиків 
було обіцяно кожному по 500 доларів, однак 
виплатили по 300, оскільки завдання було виконано 
не до кінця. 

Москаль повідомив, що МВС установило, що про-- 
тягом жовтня люди зі штабу Януковича підшукували 
"молодих людей з кримінальним минулим" для 
реалізації цього завдання. Ці люди проживали в Обу-- 
хівському районі й використалися для охорони скла-- 
дів, на яких виготовлялася антиющенківська друко- 
вана продукція, а також для охорони складів в 
"Експоцентрі". 

За словами Москаля, цими людьми керував кри- 
мінальний авторитет з Києва. При цьому він не 
уточнив, хто саме. За словами заступника міністра, 
молодим людям на всі акції, що проходили під час 
виборів, видавалася символіка Ющенка, зокрема, 
шапочки й шарфики. 

За його словами, частина цих молодих людей і 
взяла участь в акції 23 жовтня. 

Зокрема, як заявив заступник міністра, їм було 
дане завдання закинути у вікна ЦВК каміння й 
димові шашки. За словами Москаля, на сьогод- 
нішній день всі учасники акції встановлені. Він пові - 
домив, що всі вони є кримінальними елементами, а 
двоє вчинили вбивство в Сумській області, частина 
з них уже перебуває в одному з київських СІЗО, а 
пошук інших триває. 


Хмара передумав залишати Тимошенко 


(Українська правда) -Лідер фракції БЮТ Олег 
Білорус заявляє, що ніхто з членів фракції не планує 
з неї вийти, навпаки - у вівторок чисельність БЮТ 
збільшиться. 

В інтерв'ю 13-то березня Білорус підкреслив, що 
ситуація у фракції нормальна, повідомляє УНІАН. 

Він розповів, що мав розмову зі Степаном XMa— 
рою, i той запевнив, що не планував і не планує 
писати ніяких заяв про вихід із фракції. 

"Я з ним розмовляв, мав довгу дружню розмову, 
він завтра буде на засіданні фракції і все буде 
нормально", - підкреслив Білорус. 

За його словами, на засіданні фракції 14-го 
березня, в якому братиме участь прем'єр Юлія 
Тимошенко, серед іншого буде обговорюватись 
питання про входження нових членів у фракцію. Він 
нагадав, що було близько 50 депутатів, які виявили 
бажання вступити у фракцію. 

Водночас, Білорус сказав, що фракція прийняла 
рішення не перевищувати певну межу чисельності 
фракції. "Ми нарощувати фракцію будемо в межах 
30-35 чоловік. Сьогодні вже маємо 24, завтра буде 
більше, ми будемо дуже зважено підходити до 


прийому. Нам кількість заради кількості непот- 
рібна", - сказав Білорус. 

Він при цьому підкреслив, що фракція братиме 
на себе відповідальність за щойно прийнятих людей, 
ще більше вона відповідає за тих, "хто пройшов 
вогонь і опозицію, тому проблему 2006 року ми 
розглядаємо з точки зору фракції, а не бажаючих 
до неї увійти". 

Вінтакож зауважив, що нові члени фракції будуть 
з числа позафракційних, а на сьогоднішній день 
фракція не підписувала жодних угод з іншими 
депутатськими групами. 

Раніше 13-го березня джерело у фракції повідо-- 
мило, що на засіданні планується обговорити проо-- 
лему ймовірного виходу з її складу деяких депутатів, 
незгодних з політикою керівництва фракції. 

Як повідомлялося, деякі члени фракції БЮТ не 
погоджувалися з тим, що до її складу приймають 
депутатів, які підтримували на президентських 
виборах екс-прем'єра України Віктора Януковича. 
Зокрема, на знак протесту проти прийнятої політики 


Степан Хмара та деякі інші депутати. 
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Pora to set up permanent think tank 


By Jeremy Bransten 

(RFE/RL) — As Ukraine’s revolutionary leaders 
make the transition from leading street protests to gov- 
ering the nation, the Orange Revolution’s youth ac- 
tivists are also seeking a new mission. 

Vladyslav Kaskiv is one of the leaders of the Рога 
movement, whose demonstrations — often laced with 
biting humor — became a memorable feature of those 
exuberant winter days. Pora drew its inspiration from 
pro-democracy youth movements in Serbia and Geor- 
gia that also helped topple authoritarian regimes. 

Kaskiv told RFE/RL he and his colleagues planned to 
institutionalize their experience by setting up an inter- 
national centre in Kyiv to offer assistance and practical 
advice to democracy advocates throughout the region. 

“We are now in a very active phase of establishing 
this centre,” Kaskiv said. “Unfortunately, we have not 
yet come up with its official name, but the idea is that 
this centre will function as an international organiza- 
tion, with its central office in Kyiv. The centre’s prior- 
ity activities will be to support democratic movements 
in the countries of the region — above all, in the coun- 
tries of the former Soviet Union.” 

Kaskiv explained the centre’s mission in more de- 
tail: “[The centre’s task] will be to gather the collec- 
tive experience of the successful democratic move- 
ments, beginning with Poland’s Solidarity movement, 
Slovakia’s OK 798, [Serbia’s] Otpor, [Georgia’s] 
Kmara, etc. We hope that this will become a genuine 
organization with a very influential board of overseers. 
We have invited a whole range of famous democracy 
leaders, including Vaclav Havel, Lech Walesa, and 
other influential democratic leaders [to join us.]” 

Kaskiv said he hoped financial and moral backing 
for the project would come from the Ukrainian gov- 
ernment as well as international organizations and 
possibly foreign governments.” 


“We're very much counting on the [financial] sup- 
port of the Ukrainian government,” he said. “We even 
hope that part of the future development of this centre 
will include the creation of a Ukrainian agency for in- 
ternational development as a government body. Of 
course, these are related issues but not mutually ex- 
clusive. We have already held a series of talks with 
representatives of international organizations about 
possible cooperation. We hope for support from the 
democratic countries of Europe and America.” 

Kaskiv said Pora activists had made contact with 
pro-democracy youth groups in several CIS countries 
and that he hoped a more formal relationship — 
through the centre — could be established. 

“Representative offices will be opened in all coun- 
tries that are interested in having such a centre — 
Moldova, Belarus, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, perhaps 
Kyrgyzstan if we find good partners there, еїс., Kaskiv 
said. 

Mindful of accusations by government officials in 
those countries that Pora and other NGOs are part of a 
Western plot to destabilize the post-Soviet region, 
Kaskiv said he and his colleagues were consulting with 
legal experts to ensure the centre’s activities were trans- 
parent and conformed to international standards. 

“We are working out very clear criteria based on the 
legislation of these countries and based on international 
law about possible cooperation with local partners, 
since we want to clearly define our mission and want 
to avoid possible accusations of interference in the 
domestic affairs of these countries,” Kaskiv said. 

Responding to recent charges by Kyrgyz officials 
of alleged foreign interference in the country’s elec- 
tion campaign, Kaskiv said Pora activists had no ac- 
tivities at this time in Kyrgyzstan and had not had any 
contacts with pro-democracy groups from the coun- 


try. 


Public to decide fate of historic Tithe Church 


(RISU)—Whether or not the historic Tithe 
(Desiatynytsia) Church in Kyiv will be reconstructed 
will be decided by a civic council created specifically 
for that purpose, said Deputy Prime Minister for Hu- 
manitarian Issues Mykola Tomenko at a press confer- 
ence, March 4. 

Tomenko noted that the government is planning to 
Create a civic council to work on the church’s restora- 
tion. This council is to decide by the end of the year 
whether and to what extent the church will be restored, 
and what to do with the site of the old foundation. 

Tomenko also stated the government’s readiness to 
conduct social polling, and possibly a referendum, if 
the council fails to make a final decision. At the same 
time, archaeologists are to start working at the site of 
the foundation. It is hoped that they will confirm or 
deny countless historical assumptions, such as, for in- 
Stance, the presence of burial sites for old Kyivan 
princes at the Tithe Church. 

Tomenko added that President Viktor Yushchenko 
does not support the idea of funding the project, or the 
construction of any other religious buildings, from the 
State budget. 

“Thave forbidden anyone to grant permission for state 


financing of church construction. If а community wants 
a new church to appear in their village, they should 
raise the funds themselves,” Tomenko said. He said that 
at least one-third of required funds should be collected 
by members of the community, and another third pro- 
cured from sponsors. The part that remains, in the event 
of a special lack of funding, can be provided by the 
state. 

The Tithe Church was the first stone church in the 
medieval East Slavic state of Kyivan Rus. The church 
was built by Rus and Byzantine architects in the late 
tenth century, in the time of Prince Volodymyr, who 
baptized Kyivan Rus. The church is mentioned in the 
“Tale of Bygone Years,” a medieval Rus chronicle. 

One tenth (a “tithe”’) of the population’s income was 
collected for the construction of the church, which gave 
the church its name. The Tithe Church was destroyed 
by the troops of Batu Khan in 1240. By decree of Rus- 
sian Tsar Nicholas I, architect Stasov constructed a new 
building in 1842, ruining the last remains of the old 
church. The new building was taken apart in 1935 be- 
cause of the reconstruction of Kyiv. Today, the foun- 
dation of the ancient church has been preserved where 
the Tithe Church had once stood. 


Ukraine begins phased pullout from Iraq 


(RFE/RL/Ukrainian Journal)— 
The first group of 137 soldiers from 
the 1,600-strong Ukrainian contin- 
gent in Iraq returned home on March 
15, Interfax reported. 

The government intends to with- 
draw 550 more soldiers from Iraq 
by May 15 and the remainder of the 
contingent by the end of 2005. 

Fulfilling a campaign promise 
made last year by President Viktor 
Yushchenko, Ukraine began the 
phased withdrawal of its 1,650- 
strong contingent from the U.S. coa- 
lition in Iraq, March 12. 

The pullout began with the evacu- 
ation of a Ukrainian company based 
near Sumatra, 40 kilometers south 
of Baghdad, the Defense Ministry 
said, according to The Associated 
Press. 

Earlier this month, Yushchenko 


Ukraine has lost 17 soldiers in unpopular among people in the 
Iraq and the deployment is deeply 


country. 


Великодні Побажання від 
Шкільної Ради та Працівників 
Едмонтонських Католицьких Шкіл 
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Invest in the Future of Ukrainian Scholar- 
ship by Supporting the 


Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


Підтримуйте українознавчі студії - 


Станьте меценатом КІУС-у 


CIUS, University of Alberta, 
450 Athabasca Hall, 
Edmonton, AB, Canada T6G 2E8 


КІУС 
CIUS 


Tel: 780.492.2972 Fax: 780.492.4967 
Email: cius@ualberta.ca; www:cius.ca 
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personalized designs MONUMENT BUILDERS 


serving Albertans with dignity Ti 
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Honour Your Family 
with a 


Work of Art 


Such monuments are available 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 

All professionally manufactured 
in any price range that 
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Courtesy Car " Senior Citizen Discounts " Pre-Need Arrangements 
OPEN: Mon.-Sat.. 8:00 - 5:00 
11023 - 97 St. Edmonton, Alberta TSH 2N1 Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


We extend greetings on the Easter Day to the all 
Ukrainian community especially for our readers! 
CHRIST HAS RISEN! 
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На Івано-Франківщині обговорили 
проблеми запобігання насильству в сім'ях 


Іван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Представники громадських організацій Прикар-- 
паття обговорили разом із журналістами проблеми 
становлення гендерної рівності та запобігання 
насильству в сім'ях. Рівноправність між чоловіками 
та жінками в усіх сферах суспільно-політичного 
життя залишається одним з головних питань, яке 
не вдається вирішити впродовж багатьох років. 

Традиційно консервативне галицьке середовище 
не дає можливостей для того, щоб жінка реалізувала 
себе в суспільно-політичному житті. У цьому KOH— 
тексті ситуація цілком відповідає тій, яка склалася 
в державі загалом. В Україні не надто прагнуть 
дотримуватися принципів гендерної рівності, незва-- 
жаючи на всі заяви та декларації. Про це заявила 
під час зустрічі з прикарпатськими журналістами 
представник Жіночого консорціуму України Наталія 
Чаплинська: 

"Я знайшла зовсім забутий документ - постанову, 
яка була ухвалена ще б травня 2001 року, про націо-- 
нальний план дій щодо покращення становища жінок 
та сприяння впровадженню гендерної рівності у 
суспільстві. Ця програма на 2001 - 2005 рік. Як 
виявляється, про неї ніхто ніколи не згадує. Вона 
була глибоко-глибоко схована". 

Жінки потерпають від насильства у сім'ях. Діль- 


ничі міліціонери, які мали б запобігати таким випал-- 
кам, часто нехтують своїми обов'язками. А то й про-- 
являють певну солідарність із чоловіками, які чинять 
насильство. 

Упродовж кількох років із дільничими міліціо-- 
нерами проводяться відповідні тренінги, на яких їм 
роз'яснюють усю важливість проблеми, що BCE 
більше загострюється в суспільстві. Для того, щоб 
активізувати позицію самих жінок, для них також 
організовуються відповідні програми. На цьому 
наголошує Наталія Чаплинська: 

"Останній наш проект, який ми втілюватимемо в 
області і Західній Україні загалом, - це розвиток 
жіночого лідерства i реалізація жінки в суспільстві, 
в політиці. Отож, не лише в сім'ї, побуті, а в усіх 
сферах нашого життя". 

Позицію громадських організацій, які обстоюють 
права жінок та підтримують політику гендерної 
рівності в суспільстві, зайняла зараз нова влада. 
Принаймні новопризначені чиновники заявляють, 
що готові активно сприяти як громадським орга-- 
нізаціям, що борються за права жінок, так і бодай 
частково фінансувати програми, які допомагатимуть 
жінкам знаходити своє місце в суспільстві і ставати 
більш самостійними. 


На Прикарпатті створена обласна 
організація Національного альянсу 


Іван Костюк, Радіо Свобода 

Лідери молодіжних організацій Івано-Франків-- 
щини, які взяли активну участь у Помаранчевій pe— 
волюції, вирішили об'єднатися в єдину структуру. 
Обласна організація Національного альянсу відтепер 
представлятиме активістів «Пори», «Чистої Укра- 
їни» та «Студентської хвилі» на всеукраїнському 
рівні. 

Активісти молодіжних організацій «Пора», «Чис-- 
та Україна», «Студентська хвиля» та студентських 
страйкових комітетів Івано-Франківська вирішили 
об'єднатись. Вони створили обласну організацію 
національного альянсу, яка стала частиною BCeyKpa— 
їнської структури. Лідери новоствореної організації 
заявили, що об'єдналися як з метою впливу на владу, 
так і входження до неї. Відтепер, переконані вони, 
молодь не може бути відсторонена від творення 
майбутнього України. Відразу ж івано-франків- 
ський Національний альянс провів акцію «100 днів 


для влади». 

Учасники акції виставили перед приміщенням 
обласної держадміністрації плакати з гаслами «Брех-- 
ня», «Цензура», «Корупція», «Темники», «Безнадія». 
Скандуючи «Влада для народу», вони розірвали ці 
символи минулої влади і викинули їх на символічний 
смітник історії. Водночас молодь попередила 
нинішню владу іншими гаслами «Ми СТОмились 
чекати!», «Досить проСТОрікувати!», «ПроСТО 
дійте!», «Ми на CTOpoxi!» i наголосила, що дають 
новій владі на активізацію своїх дій рівно сто днів. 

В іншому ж випадку молодь пікетуватиме адмініс -- 
тративні будинки і вимагатиме від влади рішучих 
кроків та прийняття нових рішень задля якісних змін 
у державі та регіоні. Лідери Івано-Франківської 
обласної організації Національного альянсу переко-- 
нані, що їхня організація стане найпотужнішою та 
найвпливовішою молодіжною політичною струк-- 
турою на Прикарпатті. 


Імігрувати до США тепер не треба через Варшаву 


(Українська правда/УНІАН) -1 березня посоль-- 
ство США в Києві почало перенесення процесу 
обробки іміграційних віз для громадян України з 
посольства США у Варшаві до Києва. 

Проведення інтерв'ю з приводу отримання iMirpa— 
ційних віз у Києві почнеться 3 травня, повідомляє 
прес-служба посольства США. 

"Перенесення обробки іміграційних віз з Варшави 
до Києва значно збереже час та кошти аплікантів, 
які звертаються за візами; їм не потрібно буде їхати 
до Польщі для завершення процесу оформлення 
іміграційних віз", - повідомляє посольство. 


Обробку диверсифікаційних віз ("візова лотерея") 
буде продовжено у Варшаві. 

Першим кроком на шляху перенесення обробки 
іміграційних віз є збереження затверджених петицій 
1-130 (іміграційна віза), поданих до посольства США 
у Києві. 

Громадяни США подають ці петиції на своїх 
найближчих родичів - чоловіка/дружину, дітей або 
батьків, які мешкають в Україні. 

Замість того, щоб пересилати такі петиції до Bap— 
шави, наш відділ іміграційних віз американського по-- 
сольства в Україні зберігатиме їх для обробки в Києві. 


Російська "Пора" хоче зробити з Касьянова Ющенка 


(Українська правда)- На президентських виборах 
в Росії у 2008 році російський громадський рух 
"Пора!" планує підтримувати екс-прем'єр-міністра 
Михайла Касьянова. 

Про це 14-го березня на прес-конференції в Києві 
заявив координатор російської "Пори!" Андрій 
Сідельников. 

При цьому Сідельников зазначив, що "Пора!" ще 
не зустрічалася з Касьяновим і не знає про його 
реакцію. 

Як відомо, нещодавно екс-прем'єр-міністр Росії 
Михайло Касьянов сказав, що не виключає мож- 
ливості висунення своєї кандидатури на посаду 
президента Росії на наступних виборах. 

Сідельников вважає, що на сьогоднішній день в 
Росії не існує опозиційної політичної сили. 

Він також повідомив, що намір провести прес- 
конференцію в Києві обумовлено тим, що після 
"помаранчевої революції" в Україні в Росії вста- 
новилося "жорстке табу" на назву "Пора!", і рух 
перебуває в інформаційній блокаді. 

За словами Сідельникова, російська "Пора!" спи- 
ратиметься на молодь, перейматиме досвід подібного 
руху в Україні, Грузії i Сербії i "додаватиме свою 
російську специфіку". 

Сідельников повідомив, що російська "Пора!" 
підтримує контакти з представниками як "чорної", 


так і "жовтої" української "Пори". Водночас він 
зазначив, що говорити про будь-які спільні дії поки 
що зарано. 

Відповідаючи на запитання журналістів, 
Сідельников також сказав, що підтримує особисті 
відносини з російським бізнесменом Борисом 
Березовським. 

"Y нас схожі погляди на стан справ у країні", - 
зазначив він. При цьому Сідельников сказав, що 
Березовський не має стосунку до створення 
російського руху "Пора!". 

За словами Сідельникова, "Пора!" не планує реєс- 
труватися як політична партія. Російський рух 
"Пора!" закликає всі демократичні громадсько- 
політичні сили об'єднатися для побудови демо-- 
кратичної Росії. 

Сідельников зазначив, що "Пора!" займатиметься 
просвітницькою діяльністю, направленою на 
розвінчування "месіанського образу" президента 
Росії Володимира Путіна і зміну його "автори- 
тарного політичного режиму". Також рух пропа- 
гуватиме цінності свободи людини і демократії, 
залучення якнайбільшої кількості громадян до 
активного політичного життя. Окрім цього, "Пора!" 
планує здійснювати контроль за прозорістю виборів, 
що проводяться як на регіональному, так 1 на 
федеральному рівнях, сказав Сідельников. 
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Rada groups trying to sabotage govt. 


(Ukrainian Journal)—A conspiracy is emerging in 
Parliament aimed at derailing government economic 
reforms, such as slashing import duties, canceling con- 
troversial tax breaks and cutting budget capital spend- 
ing, Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko warned on 
March 13. 

The conspiracy, mostly on the part of lawmakers that 
are known to have been loyal to former President Le- 
onid Kuchma, has already delayed new import duty 
legislation and now jeopardizes approval of the re- 
drafted 2005 budget, she said. 

“We know that there is a tough resistance,” 
Tymoshenko said at a media conference. “Some [key] 
legislation... was not approved.” 

The comments indicate the government is facing an 
increasingly serious challenge while trying to push 
through reforms it says are needed to root out corrup- 
tion and boost budget revenue. 

The developments threaten to further delay approval 
of the 2005 budget as the government seeks to reduce the 
budget deficit to UAHS.4 billion, from UAH32 billion. 

“There is one risk for the 2005 budget,’ Tymoshenko 
said. “How powerful is the lobby in Parliament that 
wants to leave tax breaks untouched.” 

The government has been working hard since Feb. 4 
to re-draft the 2005 budget in order to avert the threat 
of a skyrocketing inflation by narrowing the budget 
gap and canceling controversial tax breaks. 

Tymoshenko said the government will probably sub- 
mit the re-drafted budget to Parliament March 21, a 
one-week delay from an earlier announced deadline of 


March 15, and even further away from the originally 
pledged deadline of Feb. 15. 

The government will ask lawmakers to debate and 
approve the re-drafted budget between March 21 and 
March 26, Tymoshenko said. 

The plot to defeat the budget apparently comes from 
several pro-government groups, including a party led 
by Parliament Speaker Volodymyr Lytvyn, whose group 
has recently harbored many formerly pro-Kuchma law- 
makers. 

The developments follow the recent sacking of 
Lytvyn’s ally, Mykola Kalenskiy, from the post of the 
head of the Customs Service. The government plans to 
raise billions of hryvnias in extra cash revenue for the 
budget by eliminating alleged corruption at the service. 

President Viktor Yushchenko, who relies on Parlia- 
ment backing to push through reforms, recently ap- 
pealed to Lytvyn proposing to join forces to form a 
coalition in the run-up to the general election in March 
2006. 

Lytvyn’s response was that he likes the idea, but needs 
to talk to his allies. 

Should the confrontation in Parliament continue, 
Tymoshenko warned thousands of protesters will show 
up to put pressure on lawmakers. 

“Tn this case, not the government, but the streets will 
speak,’ Tymoshenko said. “The Orange Revolution did 
not stop. It will continue and we will set an order in 
every cell of society.” 

“A new powerful player emerged in politics — the 
people of Ukraine. And it’s here to stay.” 


Ukraine to unveil target companies 


By Paivi Munter, Financial Times, March 16, 2005 

Serhiy Teriokhin, Ukraine’s minister of economy, 
yesterday (March 15) said his country’s new govern- 
ment would announce a list next week comprising “a 
couple of dozen’ companies whose privatisations un- 
der the previous regime would be revised. 

“Tt will be final and will never be amended,” 
Teriokhin said at an investor conference in London. 

He said the list would cover the metallurgical and 
chemical industries, as well as financial institutions and 
transport. Teriokhin said Kryvorizhstal, Ukraine’s larg- 
est steel mill, would not be on it. The ownership of the 
company — which was acquired last year for $800m 
by Viktor Pinchuk, son-in-law of former president Le- 
onid Kuchma, and Rinat Akhmetov — will be decided 
by Ukrainian courts. However, Teriokhin said the com- 
pany, which had sales of about $1.9bn in 2004, would 
be renationalised and sold. Government officials are 
hoping its resale will fetch a figure several times that 


paid by Pinchuk. 

Ukraine’s west-leaning government, which took 
power in December, is keen to reverse some of the most 
contested privatisation sales carried out under Kuchma. 
Ukraine sold many companies to oligarchs at below 
market prices. 

Teriokhin said the value of the companies would be 
established by an independent audit, after which they 
would be sold at open auctions. He said current own- 
ers would be granted first refusal. Should they decline, 
the company would be sold through a “competitive” 
process and the previous owners would be compen- 
sated for the expense of the previous privatisation sale. 

Teriokhin said: “We understand that we must dem- 
onstrate... that Ukraine is capable of carrying out an 
honest privatisation process under very challenging cir- 
cumstances.” High prices for commodities, Ukraine’s 
principal export, could prompt owners to comply with 
the reviewed prices and pay the difference. 


Russian businessman placed on wanted list 


(MosNews)—Russian businessman Maxim 
Kurochkin has been put on a wanted list by Ukraine’s 
Interior Ministry for organised crimes, ITAR-TASS 
reports. 

According to local media, criminal proceedings 
against him were instigated over two episodes of mis- 
appropriation of economic units. But Deputy Interior 
Minister Hennadiy Moskal, who was quoted by ITAR- 
TASS, did not specify the offenses. “It’s a purely crimi- 
nal case,” he said. 

Unofficial sources believe that Maxim Kurochkin 
owned power engineering units and hotels in Ukraine. 
It can not be said for sure what kind of business he has 
there now. 

The deputy interior minister says that in late 2004 
companies controlled by Kurochkin received real es- 


Ukraine suspends 
participation in CIS 
monitoring missions 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine has suspended its participation 
in the CIS Election Monitoring Organization, UNIAN 
reported on March 15, quoting Ukrainian Foreign Міп- 
istry spokesman Dmytro Svystkov. 

Svystkoy said Ukrainian observers did not partici- 
pate in CIS monitoring missions in the recent parlia- 
mentary elections in Moldova and Kyrgyzstan. 

Svystkov explained that Kyiv’s reluctance to work 
with CIS election monitors is due to serious discrepan- 
cies in the assessment of the 2004 presidential election 
in Ukraine between CIS and OSCE observers. 

According to Svystkov, all OSCE members coun- 
tries, including those from the CIS, should stick to the 
same criteria in assessing electoral processes. 


tate in Ukraine, including three sanatoria in the Crimea 
and the Zaozerka market in the town of Dnipropetrovsk. 

On Nov. 2, 2004 the Crimea’s Council of Ministers 
decided to hand over 346 hectares of the Crimea pre- 
serve to companies run by Kurochkin, and a day later 
he received the Dnipro Hotel in Kyiv from the state 
administrative department. 

These facilities were handed over for free to dummy 
firms through various schemes, Moskal said. 

On Nov. 6, 2004 an attempt was made on Kurochkin’s 
life when a car bomb was detonated as he was passing 
nearby. 

Maxim Kurochkin is also a head of the non-govern- 
mental Russian Club set up in August 2004 to promote 
a dialogue between the public, political and business 
circles of Russia and Ukraine. 


Pro-presidential 
supporters regroup 


The Ukrainian People’s Party (UNP) led by Yuriy 
Kostenko has left the parliamentary pro-presidential 
Our Ukraine bloc and created its own caucus of 19 
deputies, the “Ukrayinska ргауда" website reported on 
March 16. 

Kostenko said the UNP will continue supporting 
Yushchenko’s electoral program oriented toward Eu- 
ropean integration and the creation of civil society in 
Ukraine. 

Earlier this month, Yushchenko’s supporters created 
the Our Ukraine People’s Party (NSNU) and 
Yushchenko suggested that the UNP may either be ab- 
sorbed into the new party or go its own way. 

Meanwhile, NSNU parliamentarians on March 15 
created their own parliamentary caucus consisting of 
40 deputies, Interfax reported, citing NSNU Executive 
Committee head Yuriy Yekhanurov. 


If you have questions or concerns 
please feel free to contact me: 


Karen Leibovici 
Councillor, Ward 1 


2nd Floor, 

1 Sir Winston Churchill Sq., 
Edmonton, AB T5J 2R7 

Phone: 496-8120 Fax: 496-8113 
Email: karen.leibovici@edmonton.ca 


Христос Воскрес! 
Christ is Risen! 


ED GIBBONS 
COUNCILLOR 
THE CITY OF EDMONTON 


2nd Floor, City Hall 

1 Sir Winston Churchill Square 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 287 

Ph (780) 496-8138 Fax (780) 496-8113 
Email ed.gibbons@edmonton.ca 
Website www.edmonton.ca 


Travelodge 
Beverly Crest 
474-0456 
Easter Buffet 
Sunday March 27th 
11:30 am. to 7:30 p.m. 


Featuring: 
Hot Cross Buns 


Salad Bar 

Seafood Salad & Pickled Herring 
Headcheese & Ham Sausage 
Carved Baron of Beef 

Carved Baked Ham 

Cabbage Rolls 

Sauteed Perch 

Meatballs & Mushrooms 

BBQ Spare Ribs 

Lemon Pepper Chicken 
Perogies 

Desserts: Cheese Cake, Strawberry Shortcake, 
Fresh Fruits, Assorted Pies, Jello, |lce Cream, 
Pastries & Squares. 


For Reservations Call 474-0456 


The Ukrainian Canadian Congress - 
Alberta Provincial Council extends our 
warmest wishes for a Happy Easter. 
Christ is Risen! 


Конгрес Українців Канади - Провінційна 
Рада Альберти вітає Вас з нагоди 
Воскресіння Христового. 
Христос Воскрес! 


Ukrainian Canadian Congress 


Alberta Provincial Council 
#8, 8103 - 127 Ave, Edmonton, Alberta T5C 1R9 
Tel: 414-1624 
www.uccab.ca 


DOMINION - REMCO MEMORIALS 


"MAKING MEMORIES TIMELESS"- Since 1924 


May the Risen Christ brings you and 
your family peace and joy during this 
blessed Easter Holiday. 


Walter Ostapchuk 
12325 - 97 St. Edmonton Ph: (780) 474-1448 


Happy Easter to 
Edmonton's 
Ukrainian 
Community 


Brian Mason, MLA 
Edmonton Highlands-Norwoed 


Contact my office: 
| (780) 414-0682 | 


edmonton.highlandsnorwood@assembly.ab.ca 


Бажаємо радісних Свят! 
Best Holiday Wishes! 


Welcome to the Shevchenko Museum! 
Ласкаво Просимо до Музею Шевченка! 


Open Monday to Friday 
9:30 am - Noon 
Wednesday & Thursday 
from 1 pm to 4 pm 
Groups by Appointment 


Taras Shevchenko Museum 
1614 Bloor Street West 
Toronto, ON M6P 1A7 
tel: 416 534-8662 
fax: 416 535-1063 


Museum ... Art Gallery ... Library 


FREE ADMISSION - DONATION APPRECIATED 
Visit us at www.infoukes.com/shevchenkomuseum/ 


10224 - 174 Ave 
Edmonton, Alberta Т5Х 5W5 
780-415-5633: 

Toll free 1-877-353-5633 
www.tourukraine.com 
Email: rjstours@shawbiz.ca 


WHERE YOUR PERFECT VACATION BEGINS 


Ukraine Tours 2005 


Western Ukraine Tours (All inclusive) 
June 6-20, 2005 - SOLD OUT 
July 4-18, 2005 
July 30 - August 13, 2005 
FULLY ESCORTED 


Dnipro River & Black Sea Cruise 
August 12-25, 2005 
27 day "Holiday of a lifetime" in Ukraine 
2 week tour of western Ukraine followed by the 2 week cruise 
July 30 to August 25 


Annual tour to Great Britain 
England, Scotland, Ireland and Wales - June 10, 2005 


Oct.13 - Annual Country Music Tour 
To Nashville, Memphis, Dollywood & Branson 
10224-174 Ave, 
Edmonton, AB T5X 5W5 
Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian "Zabava" program 
can be heard on Winnipeg's 810 CKJS 


Thur. and Fri. 8-9 pm, Sat. 5-6 pm and Sunday on 
Edmonton's 790 CFCW from 7-9 pm. 


R.J.'s Tours Ltd 


"Where your perfect vacation begins" 


5 Tours 
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Ukraine football fans in protest 


Dynamo fans fear legal wrangles could endanger the club 


(BBC Sports)—Several thousand supporters from 
Ukraine’s leading football club, Dynamo Kyiv, gath- 
ered in the centre of Kyiv on March 15 to voice their 
concern over a legal challenge to the club’s owners. 

Ukrainian TV said the protesters were demonstrat- 
ing at a recent decision by a court in Kyiv to freeze 
shares in the club. 

News bulletins showed the supporters outside par- 
liament, waving the club’s traditional blue and white 
flags. 

At the heart of the dispute over ownership of the club 
are its president, [hor Surkis, and his former business 
partner, Russian businessman Konstantin Grigorishin. 

In February, the Kyiv court ruled in favour of a com- 
pany linked to Grigorishin, Pacific International Sports 
Clubs Limited (PISCL), which owns 0.1% per cent of 
the club’s stock. 

The court agreed with PISCL that, as one of the club’s 
existing shareholders, it should have been given the 
opportunity to acquire stock made available to third 
parties. 

The ruling led to the freezing of more than 98% of 
shares in the club, in which Surkis has a majority stake. 

This decision was confirmed during a hearing at the 
same court. 

Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko has said he 
believes the courts alone should rule on the club’s own- 
ership. 

In the meantime, the dispute has dragged other po- 
litical heavyweights into a fierce debate about 
Dynamo’s future. 

Former President Leonid Kravchuk, himself a Dy- 
namo shareholder, has defended the club’s existing 


management. 

He said that Grigorishin was given the opportunity 
to buy shares in 2004 but refused, resulting in his stake 
being diluted after the new share issue. 

Hryhoriy Surkis, brother of thor and president of the 
Ukrainian Football Federation, has said he is ready to 
appeal to the governing bodies of world and European 
football and ask them to protect the club. 

“Tf this lawlessness continues, I will exert every ef- 
fort to have it stopped at the level of such respected 
football organisations as FIFA and UEFA,” he told jour- 
nalists in late February. 

And a number of Dynamo’s ex-players are reported 
to have appealed to Yushchenko to intervene firmly and 
defend the club and its management. 

But Mykola Tomenko, a deputy prime minister, 
agreed with Yushchenko that the outcome of the dis- 
pute lay in the hands of the courts, after hinting earlier 
that ownership of the club could be the subject of a 
wider investigation into the country’s privatisation pro- 
cess. 

The minister added last week that Yushchenko would 
reach a decision soon on whether the club’s records 
should be subject to further checks. 

Dynamo Kyiv is Ukraine’s most successful club. It 
won the Soviet league a record 13 times, and still domi- 
nates Ukrainian football, winning 11 out of the 13 cham- 
pionship titles it has contested since the country’s in- 
dependence. 


Alkmaar oust Shakhtar from UEFA Cup 


(UEFA)—An early Barry van Galen goal effectively 
killed off FC Shakhtar Donetsk’s slim hopes of a revival 
as AZ Alkmaar on March 16 sealed their place in the quar- 
ter-finals of the UEFA Cup for the first time since 1981. 

The 34-year-old playmaker played a clever one-two 
with Kenneth Perez on the right-hand corner of the box 
on nine minutes, before unleashing a superb arcing shot 
past the flailing Jan Lastuvka and into the top corner. 
Martijn Meerdink doubled the advantage midway 
through the second half and although his goal was 
quickly cancelled out by Blumer Elano, Alkmaar eased 
to a 5-2 aggregate victory. 

Van Galen’s goal was the perfect start for the home 
side and, following the Dutch team’s 3-1 away victory 
in the first leg, it left Shakhtar, already without injured 
strikers Brandao and Zvonimir Vukic, requiring an un- 
likely three unanswered goals to even take the tie to 
extra time. 

In the absence of Shakhtar’s first-choice forwards, 
Mircea Lucescu brought in Elano and Olexiy Bielik to 
form a three-pronged attack with Julius Aghahowa, 
while Igor Duljaj replaced the suspended Anatoliy 
Tymoschuk. But it was another change from the first 
leg that made the first telling impact as Van Galen, re- 
stored to the starting lineup after suspension, broke the 
deadlock. He could have added another less than a 
minute later but miscontrolled the ball with only the 
goalkeeper to beat. 


Before the match, Alkmaar coach Co Adriaanse had 
declared his side would not play their usual attacking 
game. But the warning never bore much truth and on 
22 minutes Tim de Cler, who caused Darijo Sra all 
manner of problems in the first leg, hinted at doing the 
same at the Alkmaarderhout as his low, rasping drive 
forced Lastuvka into an excellent save. 

The Czech goalkeeper was forced into action again 
eight minutes later, after Robin Nelisse had released 
Meerdink, while at the other end, Shakhtar were show- 
ing little of the same cutting edge as the home team 
extinguished any incipient threat with ease. 

The Ukrainian side were attempting to utilise their 
full-backs further up the flank but Sma and Razvan 
Rat were constantly pushed back, especially by De Cler. 
Indeed, it was the Alkmaar left-back who created the 
match’s next real opening when his cute inside pass 
found Perez with half-time approaching, but the Dan- 
ish striker’s shot flashed past the far post. 

With the match effectively won, the Dutch side eased 
off in a disjointed second half, but still managed to ex- 
tend their lead on 65 minutes after a quick interchange 
between Nelisse and Perez released Meerdink, who 
lashed the ball in. 

Shakhtar pulled one back almost immediately when 
Brazilian striker Elano converted a near-post header 
after a rare foray into the Alkmaar penalty area, but it 
was too little, too late. 


Alkmaar dump Shakhtar in Donetsk 


(UEFA)—A last-minute Kenneth Perez penalty helped 
AZ Alkmaar put one foot in the quarter-finals, sealing a 
3-1 first-leg victory against FC Shakhtar Donetsk in 
Ukraine. The Dutch high-fliers return to Alkmaarderhout 
safe in the knowledge that they have won all four home 
matches in the UEFA Cup this season. 

These two clubs are paired together over two legs 
for the first time, but Shakhtar have played Dutch op- 
position once before. In the first round of the 1999/00 
UEFA Cup, Shakhtar lost 5-1 on aggregate to Roda 
JC. Goals from Arnold Doomernik and Dave Zafarin 
ensured a 2-0 home win in Kerkrade, while Roda also 
triumphed in Ukraine, 3-1, thanks to strikes from Ber- 
nard Tchoutang, Eric van Luer and Kevin van Dessel. 

AZ Alkmaar are challenging for Eredivisie honours 
and are looking to reach their first European final since 
1981, when as AZ ’67 Alkmaar, they were involved in 
a superb UEFA Cup final over two legs against Sir 
Bobby Robson’s Ipswich Town FC. Ipswich won the 
first leg 3-0 at Portman Road, but the return was an 
entirely different affair. Dutchman Frans Thijssen put 
the English team ahead after four minutes, only for 


Alkmaar to strike back through Kurt Welzl and Johnny 
Metgod. . 

John Wark’s 14th goal of the campaign then left 
Ipswich in a seemingly unassailable position, but 
Alkmaar were not finished and moved 4-2 in front, Kees 
Tol and Jos Jonker scoring either side of half-time. 
Despite a late onslaught, Alkmaar failed to register 
again and had to settle for second place — an achieve- 
ment they will be trying to better in 2005. 

Shakhtar’s two forays into the Champions League 
group stage, in 2000/01 and this season, have both 
ended in elimination. Despite losing at home to 
Alkmaar, Mircea Lucescu’s side can take encourage- 
ment from their performance in the previous round 
when, having joined the UEFA Cup by virtue of a third- 
placed finish in their Champions League pool, they de- 
feated FC Schalke 04 in the Round of 32. 

They were on course to lose the first leg before 
Brandao scored in the 86th minute, a goal from which 
Shakhtar never looked back as they won 1-0 in Ger- 
many courtesy of Julius Aghahowa’s 22nd-minute 
strike. 
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Blokhin to leave Ukraine post 


(UEFA)—Ukraine coach Oleh Blokhin has resigned 
despite his side being in position to qualify for the 2006 
FIFA World Cup finals. 

The 52-year-old former Soviet international and FC 
Dynamo Kyiv striker confirmed the news while speak- 
ing in the Verkhoynaya Rada, the Ukrainian parliament, 
where he is a member of parliament for the Communist 
Party. Blokhin said his decision stemmed from pressure 
from other MPs over his dual role. 

Blokhin, voted Ukraine’s Golden Player during 
UEFA’s Jubilee celebrations in 2004, took charge in Sep- 
tember 2003 after nearly ten years coaching in Greece. 
He has since guided the side to first place in World Cup 
qualifying Group 2. Ukraine have 14 points from six 
matches, six more than nearest rivals Greece who have 


a game in hand. They are next in action on March 30 
when Denmark visit Kyiv. 

Blokhin said: “For the first time in their history, 
Ukraine have a real chance to make it to the World 
Cup against the odds. But I think everyone will under- 
stand my decision. With pain in my heart, I pass on the 
baton. If my professional work, which I do for free, is 
less worthy than that of other MPs, who work in uni- 
versities or in science, then let someone else lead the 
national team.” 

The Football Federation of Ukraine has confirmed 
that Blokhin’s resignation has been accepted. Semen 
Altman, his assistant coach and the FC Chornomorets 
Odesa head coach, or Andriy Bal, is likely to take over 
on a caretaker basis. 


Kyiv drops first game to Israelis 


(FIBA)—Israel’s Strauss Iscar Nahariya’s hopes of 
making the 2005 FIBA Europe League Final Four im- 
proved considerably on March 16 night as they took game 
one of their quarter-final play-off series against BC Kyiv. 

Nahariya, who fell at the quarter-final stage of last 
year’s competition to Ural Great, edged a close game 
which was only decided in the final minutes. 

Amit Ben David’s 20 points and 7 assists led Nahariya, 
who were only able to shake off a Kyiv 4th quarter rally 
with a 7-0 run inside the final 5 minutes. 

The game always promised to be a close affair, al- 
though it was Nahariya who forged ahead, leading by 
as many as 11 points in the third quarter. 

Kyiv closed the third with a 5-1 run of their own and 
trailed 68-74 going into the final quarter. 


It was Kyiv who continued their good play after the 
break, and a pair of free throws from Kresimir Loncar 
gave them their first lead of the game since the 7th 
minute (79-81). 

But Nahariya struck back immediately and Ben 
David was the reason. He had a hand in the next 3 bas- 
kets, dishing to Eric Campbell for an open three-pointer, 
then finding Adrian Pledger for an easy two before fi- 
nally making a lay-up of his own. 

The surge gave Nahariya a 5-point gap (86-81) and 
although Kyiv got to within 2 points, the home side 
made 5/6 free throws to seal the win. 

Pledger added 18 points to Ben David’s 20 and Erez 
Markovich and Eric Campbell added 15 apiece. 

Lamarr Greer led Kyiv with 23 points. 


Long frustrated with St. Petersburg loss 


By Doug Booth, PA International 

Fired-up Azovmash Mariupil centre Art Long refuses 
to lose heart following his side’s 88-77 loss to Dynamo 
St Petersburg during the March FIBA Europe League 
quarter-final against Dynamo St Petersburg. 

The Russian giants won the contest 88-77 but Long, 
who scored a game-high 34 points and pulled down 13 
rebounds, said his Ukraine team-mates were far from 
down and out of the competition. 

“We all feel that they got some calls that helped them 
out on their home court,” Long, who was given a tech- 
nical foul for complaining about a call in the final quar- 
ter, told PA International. 

“They were close calls but they really hurt us and got 
us down when they went in their favour. 

Long added that he had become a marked man in Eu- 
rope because he was consistently “putting up the good 
numbers — 20 points and 10 rebounds — in a game.” 

He added: "1 get frustrated because the opposition 
have to find ways to stop you. 

“Whether it is a cheap shot in my back or just being 
pushed around I feel I am not getting the respect from 


referees I deserve at times.” 

But Long said the extra pressure would not drive him 
away from Europe. “All I want to do is play basket- 
ball,” he said. 

“T will step up to any challenge so I am going to 
stick around. I am not going to run away from it.” 

Despite the loss to St Petersburg, Long felt the de- 
feat was due to Azovmash playing badly, rather than 
the Russia champions playing well. 

“We gave them a few turnovers from which they had 
opportunities to score,” said Long. 

“We also gave them the lanes to the basket. We were 
not outplayed, we simply did not play at our best. We 
have to go out (on Friday) and play our own game and 
not be worried about the referees and the opposition.” 

Long said two players stood out in the St Petersburg 
ranks. Swedish-born guard Jon Stefansson had 22 
points but it was Ed Cota who proved to be the differ- 
ence in the clutch. 

“Cota ran the team, talking and directing his guys 
through the offense,” said Long. 


Kyiv keep up pressure on Azovmash 


By Alexei Naumov 

(FIBA)-BC Kyiv are still hot on the heels of champi- 
ons Azovmash Mariupol in the Ukrainian Superleague. 
Both sides recorded wins in during the weekend of march 
12-13 and both were taken to the wire by their oppo- 
nents. 


Azovmash only just survived a dramatic encounter , 
with Mykolaiv, recording a 123-125 road victory. | 
Mykolaiv’s Alexander Raevskiy exploded for 42 points 
and 9 assists, but 34 points apiece frrom Art Long and || 


Lior Lubin guided Azovmash home 


Lamarr Greer paced Kyiv with 33 points. Kyiv faced |, 
visitors Sumykhimprom and it was only in the last 4 i 
minutes that Kyiv were able to overcome a 10-point | 


deficit and claim victory. 
After building a small lead in the third quarter, Kyiv 


faced a three-point barrage from Sumykhimprom’s | 
Rostislav and Igor Krivych (who are twin brothers). | 
Rostislav nailed three in a row to spark а 9-0 run for his | 
side and following a Kyiv timeout, Igor added two more | 


which gave Sumykhimprom a 68-78 lead with 4 min- 
utes to play. 

After another Kyiv timeout, coach Renato Pasquali 
decided to put 4 guards and 1 centre on the court, and it 
was a Strategy that paid off. 

Kyiv’s small, but quick line-up caused 
Sumykhimprom all sorts of problems and they were 
harried into multiple turnovers. Kyiv’s full court press 
held their opponents to just 1 point in the last 3:44 min- 
utes, and the home side finished 84-79 winners. 

Kyiv’s Lamarr Greer finished with game high 33 
points and 9 rebounds and Joannis Giannoulis added 19 


points, 4 rebounds and 3 assists. 

Sumy’s Oleg Kojenez had 24 points and 7 rebounds, 
Rostislav Krivych had 20 points and his brother Igor 
added 18 points and 6 rebounds. 

Kyiv are one game behind Azovmash in the 
Superleague standings. 


Ivan Heshko crosses the finish line. 


Heshko set record 


Ukraine’s Ivan Heshko, won the men’s 1,500m in a 
championship record of 3min 36.70sec at the European 
Indoor Championships, held in Madrid, March 6. 
Heshko led from the gun but pain was etched all over 
his face as he poured on the power over the final two 
laps to break the two Spaniards Juan Carlos Higuero 
and Reyes Estevez, who had to settle for the silver and 
bronze medals, reports Agence France Presse. 
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Injury delays 
Klitschko defence 


(BBC Sports)-Vitali Klitschko’s planned WBC title defence against 
Hasim Rahman has been postponed after the Ukrainian injured his thigh, 
it has been reported. 4 

The fight was due to take place оп April 30 in New York but the Agence 
France Presse news agency says organisers are now looking to secure a 
date in June. 

WBA champion John Ruiz could defend his title against James Toney 
on that Madison Square Garden bill instead. 

The 36-year-old Toney is a former three-weight world champion. 

Rahman and Ruiz, as well as IBF titlist Chris Byrd and WBO cham- 
pion Lamon Brewster, are promoted by Don King. 

King also controls Klitschko’s defence rights and is keen on unifica- 
tion showdowns. 

“T can make that happen,” King said. “My goal is have world title uni- 
fication matches this year and I’m fighting to get it done.” 
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Крайова Управа — National Executive 
в Едмонтоні — in Edmonton 


Зі світлим празником Христового Воскресення 
пересилаємо всім читачам сердечні поздоровлення, | 
щастя, радости й Господнього благословення 
Христос Воскрес! Воістину Воскрес! 


With the feast of Christ's Resurrection 
we wish all readers a Happy Easter 
Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen! 


Стах Кобилко, голова — д-р Богдан Медвідський, зас. голови, 
Юліян Нагнибіда, англ. секретар - Маркіян Ковалюк, укр. секретар, 
Йосиф Синишин, скарбник 
Преосв. Владика Лаврентій, Духовний Дорадник 


Stan Kobylko, president — Dr. Bohdan Medwidsky, vice-president 
Julian Nahnybida, Eng. secretary - Markian Kowaluk, Ukr. secretary 
Joseph Synyshyn, treasurer 
Most Rey. Bishop Lawrence Huculak, Spiritual Advisor 


—vatk || 
Wemorial, 
FUNERAL ADMINISTRATORS AND DIRECTORS 
"THE CHAPEL ON THE BOULEVARD’ 


FAMILY OWNED | 
AND OPERATED —— 


* reception centre available 
(adjacent to funeral home) 
є serving families since 1941 


а prearranged funeral plans 
° crematorium on site 
* provincial, national & international service 


(780) 426-0050’ 24 HRS. 


OTHER LOCATIONS: VEGREVILLE " MAYERTHORPE " SMOKY LAKE " WILDWOOD * LAMONT 


JERRY SMOLYK, OWNER 
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tests well 305 


(UkrNews)—Calgary-based Kroes Energy Inc. on March 10 announced 
the successful completion and initial production testing of development 
well No. 305 in the Lelyaki Oilfield, Chernihiv Oblast. 

The well was drilled to 1,902 meters (measured depth) and encountered 
11 meters of very good oil pay. During a seven-day production test, the 
well produced approximately 190 barrels per day of 44 degree API grav- 
ity crude (86 barrels per day net to Kroes). The well was drilled by the 
Kashtan Petroleum Ltd. Joint Venture, in which Kroes currently has a 
45% interest. Production testing will continue for a few weeks to deter- 
mine a stabilized production rate. 

Kroes President Fred Callaway stated “this well is of considerable sig- 
nificance, as the production test originates from the K1 formation that is 
below the P1-P2 zone where the vast majority of production from the 
Lelyaki field is derived. Reservoir pressure is higher than expected and 
the well was capable of flowing production. The РІ and P2 zones also 
show oil saturation on the logs and eventually will be tested and placed on 
production. It is expected that at least three to five more wells can be 
drilled to develop the ‘attic’ oil identified by well 305.” 

Well No. 302 is also being tested following considerable difficulty in 
completing a satisfactory cement seal of the casing. This well encoun- 
tered only four meters of lower quality oil pay in the P1-P2 zone but may 
be capable of an economic production rate. 

Kroes announced earlier that it had reached agreement with NAK 
Naftogas for the purchase of the remaining 55% of the Kashtan Joint Ven- 
ture. Following completion of the lengthy Presidential election process in 
Ukraine, there will be ongoing reorganization in the Energy Portfolios 
and State-owned companies such as Naftogas, but it is expected that 
progress soon will be made toward closing this transaction. 


KROES ENERGY INC. 
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Kroes successfully |Economy slows in February 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine’s economic growth 
steeply slowed down in February as the government 
struggled with launching economic reforms and re- 
drafting a 2005 budget that may have otherwise rein- 
vigorated the expansion. 

The economy grew 4.5% on the year in February, a 
major slowdown from 6.5% growth in January, the State 
Statistics Committee reported March 14. The economy 
grew 5.5% on year in January-February, the commit- 
tee said. 

The figures suggest the country’s economic growth 
is lagging far behind the government’s forecast that has 
seen the economy expanding at least 8.5% on the year 
in 2005. 

President Viktor Yushchenko suggested in February 
the government should target a double-digit economic 
growth figure in 2005. 

The government badly needs greater economic ex- 
pansion in order to meet an unprecedented increase in 
wages and social costs that are currently being incor- 
porated into the 2005 budget. 

A slower-than-expected growth would automatically 
reduce budget revenues and force the government to 
slash social spending that would boomerang the ruling 
party at a general election 12 months from now. 

The economy slowed down while the government is 
delaying the release of the re-drafted 2005 budget, an 
important tool in launching the reforms and support- 
ing the expansion. 

The re-drafted budget, which is likely to face resis- 


tance from many lawmakers, is expected to be submit- 
ted to Parliament March 21, a one-week delay from 
the previous deadline of March 15 and further away 
from original deadline of Feb. 15. 

The delay comes amid complains from Prime Min- 
ister Yulia Tymoshenko of a conspiracy among law- 
makers to defeat the budget, thus letting previously 
well-connected companies continue to enjoy sweep- 
ing tax breaks. 

The conspiracy theory received an unexpected boost 
March 15 when a government official said many higher 
and middle level bureaucrats within the government 
are sabotaging the reforms. 

“They shouldn’t have left on jobs those who openly 
hated the old opposition and now quietly hate the new 
authorities,” a government official who refused to name 
himself wrote in comments submitted to Ukrayinska 
Pravda. “There are very many people of this kind at 
higher and middle level positions.” 

“What we have is a quite sabotage,” the official said. 
“The best example of this is the situation with the cus- 
toms service, but believe me, it’s everywhere.” 

The official warned a rapid action must be taken or 
the government will face consequences. 

“What’s ahead is either the end of macroeconomic 
stability... or the slowdown of economic growth.” 


Top Russian businessmen meet Yushchenko 


(Ukrainian Journal)—About 20 top Russian busi- 
nessmen, owners of banks, oil and steel companies, flew 
to Kyiv March 14 for a meeting with President Viktor 
Yushchenko, and were invited to boost investments in 
the country. 

The meeting, described by Russian television as un- 
precedented, is the first of its kind with so many Rus- 
sian tycoons joining a meeting chaired by the head of a 
foreign state. 

“Ukraine has always been a good place for invest- 
ments,” Andrei Kostin, the chairman of Vneshtorgbank, 
one of Russia’s biggest banks, said after the meeting. 
“The president assured us that now on it will be better 
than Russia.” 

A number of Russian companies are considering 
moving their operations to Ukraine away from Russia’s 
repressive tax authorities, according to Andrei 
Шагіопоу, a liberal economist апа an advisor to Rus- 
sian President Vladimir Putin. 

The latest meeting with Yushchenko may have just 
set the trend. 

Kostin said Vneshtorgbank will be shortly opening 
an office in Ukraine to cash in on the country’s robust 
economic growth. 

Vagit Alekperov, the head of Lukoil, Russia’s No. 1 
oil company, which already owns assets in Ukraine, 
said the company will be investing at least US$640 
million to expand within the next six years. 

Lukoil plans to invest $150 million to boost its retail 
gasoline chain, $170 million to upgrade petrochemical 
joint venture Lukor and $300 million to modernize its 
oil refinery in Odesa. 

“Russian businesses will soon make major invest- 
ments in Ukraine,” Alekperov said. 


The meeting was called by Yushchenko in order to 
dispel some speculations that the country’s new goy- 
ernment may seek to massively revisit privatizations that 
had taken place during his predecessor Leonid Kuchma. 

“This meeting has put a period [in these specula- 
tions],” Alekperov said. “Today, I leave Kyiv with a 
full confidence that our investments are fully protected. 
Our future investments will also be fully protected.” 

Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, appointed Feb. 
4, suggested last month that the law may had been bro- 
ken during privatization of 3,000 companies over the 
past five years. She said law enforcement authorities 
will scrutinize the selloffs. 

But Yushchenko immediately played down the state- 
ment and said the government may revisit privatization 
of 20-30 companies that had been sold off to well con- 
nected interests without competitive tenders. 

One such example is Kryvorizhstal, Ukraine’s No. 1 
steelmaker, which was sold to Kuchma’s son-in-law 
Viktor Pinchuk and his allies at a fraction of its real 
price in June 2004. The government seeks to reverse 
Kryvorizhstal selloff and a court ruling is expected 
March 21. 

The meeting with Russian businessmen comes less 
than a week before Putin’s visit to Kyiv. 

The talks between the Russian president and West- 
em-leaning Yushchenko will be centered on patching 
bilateral relations following Russia’s unprecedented 
support to Yushchenko’s rival, Viktor Yanukovych, 
during the presidential election campaign. 

“Russia is our strategic partner and the new govern- 
ment will invest its time to deliver our goodwill posi- 
tion to the Russian party,” Yushchenko told the Rus- 
sian businessmen. 


Government to shift to domestic borrowing 


(Ukrainian Journal)—The government will switch 
to borrowing on domestic markets rather than tapping 
foreign capital markets this year to reduce the risk of 
exchange rate fluctuations, Finance Minister Viktor 
Pynzenyk said March 14. 

The comment is a major policy change as the gov- 
ernment over the past several years has been pre-occu- 
pied with selling U.S. dollar- or euro-denominated debt 
and enjoy lower yields. 

But the situation changed two weeks earlier, when 
yields on the hryvnia denominated debt had plunged 
dramatically, reflecting huge supply of hryvnias in the 
economy and appetite for the debt from investors. 

“Why would we make [U.S. dollar-denominated] 
borrowing and have no idea of what will happen with 
the dollar?” Pynzenyk said. “Maybe 5% or 6% [in bor- 
rowing cost] would eventually turn into 10%.” 

Any sharp appreciation of the dollar against the lo- 
cal currency would increase the cost of servicing the 
dollar-denominated debt. 

The National Bank of Ukraine has been pushing hard 
over the past two months for the government to switch 
to the domestic borrowing, which also helps to absorb 
cash and reduce inflationary pressure on the economy. 


The reliance on the domestic debt became possible 
after annual yields on the hryvnia-denominated five- 
year debt fell to 6.7% at an auction March 1, down 
from 9.82% one month earlier. 

The yields dropped after investors, hungry for fixed 
income options, have rushed to submit 3 billion 
hryvnias in bids for Treasury bills, while the govern- 
ment needed only 200 million hryvnias, according to 
the ministry. 

“They do not know where else to invest their exces- 
sive hryvnias,” Pynzenyk said, suggesting that the min- 
istry will try to further drive the yields down. 

The government originally planned to borrow 4 bil- 
lion hryvnias through selling T-bills and 8.43 billion 
hryvnias worth cash through selling Eurobonds in 2005. 

In 2004, the government borrowed 4.1 billion 
hryvnias through T-bills and 6.2 billion hryvnias via 
eurobonds, while in 2003 the figures were 1.2 billion 
hryvnias and 5.9 billion hryvnias, respectively. 

However, the 2005 budget is currently being re- 
drafted to reduce budget deficit to 5.4 billion hryynias 
from an estimated 32 billion hryvnias. Pynzenyk said 
the gap will be financed through selling state assets. 
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Orange Revolution casts a 
glow on Ukrainian equities 


(New Europe)—Ukrainian stocks and bonds aren’t 
just hot these days, they’re glowing - orange, of course. 
“The Orange Revolution (that brought reformers into 
power in the Ukraine) released a huge amount of pent- 
up demand,” Deutsche Presse-Agentur (dpa) quoted 
Tomas Fiala, director of Dragon Capital, by volume the 
country’s largest investment house, as saying March 3. 

All the institutional investors that have been watch- 
ing Ukraine, all these years, now they want to get in,” 
he said. 

The December inauguration of reformist President 
Viktor Yushchenko has unleashed a bull stampede the 
likes of which Ukraine’s electronic PFTS, the country’s 
main stock exchange, has never seen before. Stock vol- 
umes traded on the exchange doubled in January — no 
small jump considering the market tripled in value over 
2004. 

Market analysts are predicting at minimum another 
doubling of average prices by the end of 2005, and up 
to a tripling of volume, which was US$15 billion last 
year. “It is absolutely amazing,” investment banker 
Michael Bleyzer told the Kyiv Post newspaper. “I am 
getting phone calls from investors who only a few years 
ago were avoiding even talking about investing in 
Ukraine.” 

Seasoned institutional investors, roughly half from 
western Europe and half from outside Europe, are lead- 
ing the charge, say market insiders. A typical firm buy- 
ing into Ukrainian markets has at least 10 years expe- 
rience playing European emerging markets, said 
Hryhory Vorobev, а Kyiv-based investment banker. 

The Ukrainian stocks popular with longer-term in- 
vestors are large companies operating in sectors with 
international competitive advantages: steel, chemicals, 
or machine building. The utilities that provide power 
to those industries also are favourites. 

The Kharkiv-based Turboatom, which mills and as- 
sembles high-tech turbines used in hydroelectric dams 


and nuclear power plants, but long has kept its shares 
off the market, is a typical example of an attractive long- 
term investment, Vorobev said. 

Top short-term performers include Zaporizhsal 
(steel), Ukrtelekom (the national phone company) and 
Ukmafta (the national oil and gas monopoly); all up 5- 
7 percent in value this week alone, according to a 
Dragon Capital report. 

Market analysts predicted Ukraine would receive at 
least $3 billion during the first year of Yushchenko’s 
presidency — roughly double the entire direct foreign 
investment in Ukraine since it became independent in 
1991. 

Their optimism (or possibly euphoria) stems from 
more than the dramatic events of the Orange Revolu- 
tion, when the world watched hundreds of thousands 
of Ukrainians march to protest, and eventually over- 
turn, a rigged presidential election. The outlook for 
economic growth is positive indeed: a 12.4 percent GDP 
expansion rate for 2004 coupled with expectations of 
6-7 percent growth in 2005. Ukraine’s economy has 
expanded by 4 percent or more every year since 2000. 

The national currency, the hryvnia, is not only stable, 
but gaining against the euro (never mind the battered 
US dollar). 

Yushchenko has said his government would do ev- 
erything it could to fight corruption, reduce taxes, pro- 
tect investor rights and make the judicial system fair. 
Those changes would help bring into the open a black 
market economy, whose size is estimated at 50 percent 
of official GDP, he commented. 

“In the medium to long term, of course, the Ukrai- 
nian stock market could quite well overselling itself, 
and then you might see overpricing and a bubble burst,” 
said US-based risk manager Andreij Reputschenko. 


- “But short term, you’re only talking skyrocket,” he 


added. “Ukrainian equities are pretty much the hottest 
in the world right now.” | 


Naftogaz Ukrayiny to borrow 2B euro 
to finance energy projects 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Naftogaz Ukrayiny, the na- 
tional oil and gas company, will borrow 2 billion euro 
from Deutsche Bank to finance its overseas and do- 
mestic energy projects, according to an agreement 
signed March 8. 

The agreement came during President Viktor 
Yushchenko’s two-day visit to Germany March 8-9, 
seeking to garner backing from German officials for 
Ukraine’s bid to eventually join the European Union. 

The loan agreement is the first major deal signed by 
Oleksiy Ivchenko, the new chairman of Naftogaz, who 
had replaced Yuriy Boyko March 3. 

The deal dispels some concerns among analysts that 
have thought the reshuffling at Naftogaz may delay 
some of the important projects, including the loan from 
Deutsche Bank. 

“Signing the deal with a serious world bank is a proof 
of confidence in the new leadership of Naftogaz,” 
Ivchenko was quoted by Ukrayinska Pravda as saying 
after the deal. 

The money, which is lent for seven years at an an- 
nual interest of 8%, is not covered by guarantees from 
the Ukrainian government and will be used to promote 
overseas and domestic energy projects, lvchenko said. 

Some of the money will go to build an extension of 
an oil pipeline from Brody to Plock, linking Ukraine’s 
line Odesa-Brody and with an oil refinery and oil ter- 
minal in Gdansk. 

The project, estimated to cost US$300 million, would 


enable shipments of Caspian Sea crude via Ukraine to 
Poland undercutting Russia’s near monopoly on oil sup- 
plies in the region. 

Naftogaz also plans to use the money to invest in oil 
and gas developments projects in the United Arab Emir- 
ates, where a Naftogaz subsidiary recently won a ma- 
jor development project. 

Naftogaz will focus on $191.8 million exploration 
on four blocks in Fujairah that are estimated to contain 
up to 190 billion cubic meters of natural gas, 87.4 mil- 
lion metric tons of gas condensate and 1.7 billion met- 
ric tons of crude oil. 

Other projects that Naftogaz will probably partici- 
pate is $505 million modernization of Fujairah’s oil 
refinery that is supposed to be completed by 2009 and 
the construction of $346 million 340-km oil pipeline 
linking Fujairah and Habshan. 

Ivchenko, who was involved in private gas trading 
business in 1990s, had worked as oil and gas sector 
advisor to Yushchenko during his term as the prime 
minister in 2000-2001. 

Ivchenko, the leader of the Congress of Ukrainian 
Nationalists, a right-wing party known for its strong 
anti-Russian sentiment, may find it more difficult in 
dealing with Gazprom, Russia’s gas giant. 

His predecessor Boyko, in contrast, was one of the 
biggest advocates of the Russian oil and gas interests, 
including pushing through a plan to move Russian crude 
via Brody-to-Odesa oil pipeline. 


Yushchenko plans Ashgabat trip to talk natural gas 


(Ukrainian Journal)-President Viktor Yushchenko is 
scheduled to visit Ashgabat later this month for talks with 
Turkmen President Separmurat Niyazov over natural gas 
supplies, Yushchenko’s press service said March 13. 

The visit, due March 22-23, will focus on long-term 
natural gas supplies and gas prices, the press service 
said. 

Turkmenistan, which is estimated to control world’s 
third-largest deposits of natural gas, is the largest sup- 
plier of gas to Ukraine. 

Analysts said Yushchenko will try to boost relations 
with Turkmenistan after the two countries have failed 
to sign a long-term gas supply agreement last year. 

Ukraine and Turkmenistan were in talks for more 
than a year over a 25-year gas supply agreement, but 
the countries ran into a dispute over gas prices in De- 


cember 2004. 

Turkmenistan suspected gas supplies to Ukraine for 
several days starting Dec. 31 forcing Ukraine to accept 
the higher price of $58/1,000 cubic meters, up from 
$44/1,000 cubic meters for supplies beginning in 2005. 

Ukraine seeks to strike the long-term natural gas sup- 
ply contract with Turkmenistan to secure sufficient gas 
supplies to support growing economy. 

Ukraine’s current gas imports come under a 5-year 
deal signed in 2001, and which expire in 2007. 

The deal anticipated deliveries of 250 billion cubic 
meters of gas from Turkmenistan between 2002 and 
2007. 

Ukraine imported 33.8 billion cubic meters of natu- 
ral gas from Turkmenistan in 2004, down 1.74% on 
the year. 


23 
Pynzenyk looks for ‘hidden’ $3 billion 


(RFE/RL)—Finance Minister Viktor Pynzenyk told journalists on March 
14 that the previous cabinet of Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych “hid” 
nearly 17 billion hryvnias (US$3.2 billion) worth of budget revenues in 
2004, the “Ukrayinska pravda” website reported. 

Pynzenyk also said Yanukovych’s cabinet gave guarantees for substan- 
tial loans to sponsor dubious projects last year. 

“These are $700 million to build a bridge over the Dnipro in Kyiv, $480 
million to reconstruct the Kyiv-Odesa highway, and $107 million to credit 
the Pivdenmash [rocket-building plant],” Pynzenyk specified. 

“The government is now investigating what has become of these sums.” 
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а Services and the Alberta Gaming Commision 72 
is now offering a full range of 


CONFIDENTIAL, FREE, HELPING SERVICES tailored to 
meet the needs of immigrants from Eastern Europe including: 


The Bishop Budka Charitable Society in 
collaboration with Ukrainian Canadian Social 


COUNSELLING (individual/ couples/ family) "SUPPORT GROUPS 
*CONSULTING *CAREER COUNSELLING WORKSHOPS 
*STRESS/ HEALTH MANAGEMENT - 
*INFORMATION, REFERRAL, ADVOCACY 
OFFICE OR YOUR HOME APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE 
DAY, EVENING, WEEKEND AND OUT OF TOWN 
SERVICES AVAILABLE IN ENGLISH, UKRAINIAN, SERBIAN AND CROATIAN 


Please call us at: (780) 471-5606 E-mail: simcisin@yahoo.ca 
Fax: (780) 477-0617 


СОС 
ц ockpec! 


"WORKING FOR MULTICULTURALISM" 


The Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre (URDC) at 
Grant MacEwan College is an endowed centre-which fosters 
innovation, leadership and education. 


URDC is Canada's only Ukrainian Centre within a community 
college setting. In co-operation with community organizations, 
external agencies, post-secondary institutions and government, 
URDC develops and co-ordinates major cultural and educational 
projects and multicultural programming within the national and 
international Ukrainian community. 


In addition to publishing a newsletter, URDC administers an 
awards program annually, in several different categories. 


For further information, or to receive URDC's newsletter, contact: 


Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre 

Grant MacEwan College 

#215, 10050 MacDonald Drive, Edmonton, Alberta Т51 2B7 
Tel: (780) 497-4374; Fax: (780) 497-4377 

Email: admin@urdc.com 


«Допомагаймо 
Нашій Громаді» 
"Looking after 
Community's needs" 


шини (запо 
MacEwan 
College 


If you like this paper, but 
have not yet subscribed 


Ensure you get each issue 
delivered to your home 


Subscribe to Ukrainian News || 


PRICES: 


In Canada: 1 Year (24 Issues) $35.00 (CND) (GST included) 
2 Years (48 Issues) $65.00 (CND) (GST included) 

In the U.S.A.: Same schedule as above, except in U.S. Dollars 

Outside Canada and the U.S.A.: Twice the U.S.A. rate. 


Please fill out the form below and mail, along with a cheque 
or money order payable to Ukrainian News to: 
Ukrainian News 
Suite 1, 12227 - 107 Avenue 
Edmonion, AB, T5M 1Y9 
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Resources for the renewal 


of congregational singing 


By Rev. Michael Winn, 
MASI graduate student 

(MASI)-The Metropolitan Andrey 
Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Christian Stud- 
ies launched its new book, The Divine Lit- 
urgy: An Anthology for Worship, and the ac- 
companying double-CD recording, The Di- 
vine Liturgy for Congregational Singing, on 
Jan. 30 at St. John the Baptist Shrine in Ot- 
tawa. It was a full day of celebration begin- 
ning with a Divine Liturgy in the moming 
followed by a luncheon and a public concert 
in the afternoon featuring a number of local 
choirs singing selections from the Anthology. 

All those present in the church were able 
to use the new Anthology for the celebration 
of the Divine Liturgy in the morning. The 
choir for the Gregorian calendar Divine Lit- 
urgy at the Shrine had been using parts of the 
Anthology for almost two years as part of a 
pre-publication assessment. While the book 
was new in the hands of visitors that day, pa- 
rishioners were familiar with the book and 
how it facilitates the singing and celebration 
of the Divine Liturgy. 

The Anthology is intended as a pastoral 
tool. At its core is a unified musical setting 
for the English translation of the Divine Lit- 
urgy of Saint John Chrysostom published by 


Fr. Peter Galadza, editor-in-chief, shows a 
copy of the Anthology. 
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MASI releases new Anthology and double CD 


The Ewashko Si о Ted by conductor Weaaieiiae Ewashko, perform during the book launch 


on Jan. 30 at St. John the Baptist Shrine. 


the Synod of Bishops of the Ukrainian Greco- 
Catholic Church in 1988. It includes the eight 
resurrectional troparia-kontakia for Sundays, 
as well as the propers for the weekday cycle, 
common of saints, votive propers, prayers of 
thanksgiving after Holy Communion, and the 
Panakhyda service. The Anthology also in- 
cludes additional materials that are necessary 
for the celebration of the Divine Liturgy so 
often not accessible to the faithful of Ukrai- 
nian Catholic 


(613) 236-1393 (x2332) 


Prayers and best wishes from 
The Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute 
of Eastern Christian Studies 


Saint Paul University 
223 Main Street, Ottawa, ОМ К15 1C4 
Fax: (613) 782-3026 
sheptytsky@usipaul.ca 
www.ustpaul.ca/Sheptytsky.htm 


parishes in North 
America: prepa- 
ratory prayers, 
propers for the 
Church Year, a 
complete Calen- 
dar of Saints, 
chorales, hymns, 
carols, blessings. 
Added to this is a 
catechetical sec- 
tion on Christian 


"Воскресіння день! Просвітімся 
тержеством і один одних обнімімо./ 
(з Воскресної Утрені) 


Студенти Українського Католицького Університету під час 
демонстрацій в Києві. 


Найщиріші святочні побажання складає 
Вам Управа та Добродії Української 
Католицької Освітньої Фундації. 


Through Фе generous financial support of our donors, the 
Ukrainian Catholic Education Foundation assists in the development 
of Ukrainian Catholic education in Ukraine and Canada. 


For more information please contact: 


| UCEF 
265 Bering Ave., Toronto, ON M8Z 3A5 
“tee” 905-465-3388 / loza@ucef.org / www.ucef.org 


faith and morals, an exhaustive section for the 
Sacrament of Repentance (Confession) in- 
cluding a detailed examination of conscience, 
plus texts for the Hours (the Church’s prayer 
throughout the day). The Anthology is an 
1150-page treasure chest for the Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in North America. Yet, it is 
so well designed that it fits in one hand for 
ease of use. 

The Anthology project took almost five 
years to complete. Well-known pastoral mu- 
sicians from across North America were asked 
to collaborate on this project in order to en- 
sure that the usages in parishes across North 
America were considered: Professor Joseph 
Roll, former professor of music at Saint 
Basil’s College, Stamford, Conn. (whose 
work has -gained acceptance throughout North 
America); Professor J. Michael Thompson, di- 
rector of the Metropolitan Cantor Institute, 
Saints Cyril and Methodius Byzantine-Catho- 
lic Seminary, Pittsburgh, Penn., director of the 
Schola Cantorum of Saint Peter the Apostle 
(which has recorded many examples of 
Galician and Kyivan chant); Mitred 
Archpriest Roman Galadza, chair of the Li- 
turgical Commission of the Eparchy of 
Toronto (whose publications are widely dis- 
seminated in Eastern Canada); Very Rev. John 
Sianchuk, CSsR, Provincial Superior of the 
Yorkton Province of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Redemptorists; and the editor-in-chief, Rev 
Prof. Peter Galadza, the Kule Family Chair 
of Eastern Christian Liturgy at the Metropoli- 
tan Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern Christian 
Studies at Saint Paul University, Ottawa. The 
pre-publication texts were reviewed by mem- 
bers of the Patriarchal Liturgical Commission 
of the Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church del- 
egated by His Beatitude Patriarch Lubomyr. 
Recognizing that the Anthology will fulfill a 
great need in the Ukrainian Catholic Church, 
His Beatitude Lubomyr has given his bless- 
ing and endorsement by writing the preface. 

The church was filled to standing room 


only. The afternoon public concert, hosted by 
Rev. Andrew Onuferko, Acting Director of the 
Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute, and 
Melita Mudri-Zubacz, a graduate student at 
the Institute, featured four local choirs sing- 
ing selections from the Anthology much of 
which is recorded on the new CD, The Di- 
vine Liturgy for Congregational Singing: the 
Ottawa-Carleton Catholic School Board 
Children’s Choir, directed by MaryAnn Dunn; 
the Holy Spirit Ukrainian Catholic Seminary 
Choir, directed by Melita Mudri-Zubacz; Cho- 
tus Ecclesiae, directed by Lawrence Harris; 
and, the Ewashko Singers, directed by 
Lawrence Ewashko. The choirs, while show- 
ing their own versatilities, were able to dem- 
onstrate the intent of the Anthology and CD - 
not only an inspiration but first and foremost 
an encouragement to revive congregational 
singing in Ukrainian Catholic parishes across 
North America. The music provided in the An- 
thology arid recorded on the CD is arranged 
in such a manner that the entire parish can 
participate in congregational singing with the 
leadership of only a few. This was perhaps 
best exemplified when the Ewashko Singers 
performed the Cherubic Hymn (Hryhoriy 
Skovoroda) as sung by a congregation, and 
immediately afterward sang it in four-part ar- 
rangement. While the four-part harmony was 
incredibly beautiful, there was a simple beauty 
in the Anthology arrangement that seemed to 
give some concert-goers, according to their 
own comments after the concert, the confi- 
dence to try this in their own parishes. 
These new resources The Divine Liturgy: 
An Anthology for Worship ($49.95 plus gst 
and shipping, bulk discounts available), and 
the accompanying double CD recording, The 
Divine Liturgy for Congregational Singing 
($25.00 plus gst and shipping) are available 
from the Sheptytsky Institute, Saint Paul Uni- 
versity, 223 Main Street, Ottawa, Ontario K1S 
1C4, www.ustpaul.ca/sheptytsky; 
Sheptytsky@ustpaul.ca. 


Patriarch Lubomyr calls on Diaspora 
UCs to feel unity with Ukraine 


(RISU)-Patriarch Lubomyr (Husar), head of 
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church (UGCC), 
went on a visit to the United States and visited 
Ukrainian communities in the country. He 
called the Ukrainian Catholic faithful of the 
United States to unity with the Greek Catho- 
lics of Ukraine and the world. This was re- 
ported by voanews.com on March 7. 

“Tt is important to feel that we are one 
church, regardless of whether people speak 
Ukrainian and how well. To feel that they are 
part of a church that is centered in Ukraine 
but has faithful in the United States, in 
Canada, in Australia. To feel, that is, that we 
are one,” Patriarch Lubomyr said. 

The patriarch expressed his certainty that 
this unity is only possible when the faithful 
are aware of their ethnicity, that everybody 


should ask themselves who they are and where 
they come from, what they bring and repre- 
sent. He mentioned the recent Orange Revo- 
lution in Ukraine as a process that will doubt- 
less strengthen Ukrainian identity, both in and 
outside of Ukraine. “The Orange Revolution 
made Ukraine the focus of attention. This 
means, I have something to identify with,” 
he said. 

Patriarch Lubomyr said that, historically, 
because Greek Catholics were persecuted dur- 
ing the Soviet period of Ukrainian history, 
Ukrainian Catholics of the Diaspora aimed at 
the revival and support of the UGCC in 
Ukraine. Now the time has come to concen- 
trate on the faith itself and on strengthening 
the spiritual values of the faithful of the Ukrai- 
nian Diaspora, he added. 


